
1

FALL

2022

NEW T ITLES



The Watermark Agency develops and represents projects from writers, journalists, public 

intellectuals, leaders and credentialed experts in their fields to help them reach the widest 

possible audience, achieve critical acclaim, effect change—both collective and personal—

and endure over time.

Standing on the scaffolding and connected to the network that more than 25 years inside 

the publishing industry brings, The Watermark Agency offers a uniquely experienced, 

informed and well-positioned service to its clients. While books are at the core of what 

we develop and represent, The Watermark Agency also helps to extend its clients reach 

and impact into audio, screen, education and live event media through its partners.

WWW.THEWATERMARKAGENCY.COM
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Ronald Drabkin
Ronald Drabkin, who is fluent in 
Japanese, is uniquely equipped to 
write the story of Beverly Hills Spy due 
to his dogged and comprehensive 
research into buried, previously 
undisclosed, or inaccessible (to most) 
files from Japanese Intelligence, MI5, 
and the FBI and on three continents 
in over a dozen libraries. 
Drabkin’s personal connection 
to espionage is what drew him 
to uncover and tell the Frederick 
Rutland story. His father and 
grandfather were both spies in Los 
Angeles. Rutland knew his family 
and, though this book is the story 
of Rutland, it is also, in a small way, a 
tribute to his father and grandfather. 
Drabkin has spent his professional 
career in Silicon Valley. In the last 
20 years, he has raised over $70m in 
venture capital for various startups 
and earned a position as a visiting 
scholar at the University of Notre 
Dame. 

#HISTORY #WWII 

75,000 w  |  January 2024

Publisher: William Morrow (WEL, 

preempt)

THE WATERMARK AGENCY

Beverly Hills Spy
The true story of how a British war hero helped the Japanese navy ahead of the attack 
on Pearl Harbor by infiltrating Golden Age Hollywood– and how the FBI, MI5, and the 

US Navy missed it. 

This book recounts the true and up-to-now incomplete tale of Frederick Rutland. 

After more than four years of rigorous research across three continents, Ronald Drabkin 

tells the true, never-before-told-in-full story of Frederick Rutland, a James Bond-

esque, debonair, crafty, decorated war hero and flying ace who flipped to become a spy 

for Japan. 

Rutland supplied critical intelligence leading up to Japan’s entry into WWII and the 

attack on Pearl Harbor by becoming a fixture of Los Angeles society, a friend of Golden 

Age Hollywood A-listers, a welcomed advisor of U.S. military aeronautical development 

and a confidante and agent of the Japanese military hierarchy. 

Now, with recently released files and dogged examination and translation, we see that 

both Rutland’s wild and colorful exploits plus a very costly oversight of both America’s 

FBI and Britain’s MI5 helped lead to one of the U.S.’s worst disasters. 

Due primarily to recently declassified FBI files and by incorporating unique and rare 

research that few English speakers have access to, through access to MI5 and Japanese 

Naval archives, Drabkin who is fluent in Japanese compiles and retells the story of one of 

the most fascinating and compelling characters of WWII.

The Hollywood Reporter and The Express (UK) have already profiled the story. 

Notables who feature in the book: 

• British Royals

• Charlie Chaplin

• J. Edgar Hoover

• Ian Fleming (Asst. Director, MI5)

• “K” (or as in Bond films, “M”), Director of MI5

• Alan Mowbray (founder Screen Actors Guild)

• Yoko Ono’s father

• Admiral Yamamoto (Commander of the attack on Pearl Harbor)

• Boris Karloff

• Douglas Fairbanks

• Norwegian Royals

Back to Index→
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Sovereignty 
The Science of Life on Your Own Terms

“Sovereignty helps emancipate readers from the many ways in which they subjugate 

themselves (knowingly or unknowingly) at every level of their existence. 

As our lives become more cerebral, urban and virtual, we are more and more disconnected 

from our bodies, our minds, our emotions, and our environment. From our very selves. 

Well over 50% of people across industries are burned out, disinterested (work engagement 

levels are very low at 34%, according to Gallup), overwhelmed and down– we are prone 

to fear and easily influenced by outside forces. The pandemic has further sent us into 

a state of languishing and dramatically increased mental health problems. People have 

started looking for answers and they continue to reevaluate what’s most important and 

how they want to live their lives. 

The pandemic’s great resignation, in which 4.5 million people voluntarily quit their jobs 

because they didn’t want to go back to the office or comply with mandates demonstrates 

just how many people are sick of the status quo and want to live life on their own terms. 

They want to own their lives, perhaps for the first time. The pandemic, by making us 

face the reality of death also woke people up to the value of life – and how we want to 

live it. This is why I am writing Sovereignty. 

This book is a manual, a roadmap, a manifesto by which we can systematically become 

aware of all the areas in our lives where we have abandoned our sovereignty and how 

can reclaim it now. 

Sovereignty invites readers to reconnect with themselves at every level.  These levels 

form the Table of Contents of self, instinct, mind, emotion, thoughts, relationships and 

the impact of body on mind. The structure leads readers into accessing their whole 

brain, showing up with their full potential, and becoming their true selves. Each chapter 

describes our state of bondage, how we turn that bondage into sovereignty, and finishes 

with practical take-away exercises to put that into practice immediately.

Written in a highly practical way with stories, science, research and case studies that 

myself or my colleagues have conducted, each chapter ends with exercises and takeaways 

(including a QR code for direct link to online or app-based instruction). The last chapter 

provides additional takeaways and tips as to how to turn Sovereignty into a lifestyle and 

presents an accessible and  7-week challenge including further online tools, support and 

community.” – Emma Seppälä.

#PERSONALDEVELOPMENT 
70,000 w  |  April 2024
Publisher: Hay House (WEL, 
auction)

RIGHTS SOLD
Netherlands | AW Bruna

Taiwan | China Times

Korea | Korea Economic Daily & 

PRESS & QUOTES

Emma is an ace researcher and highly skilled communicator. This book will be massively useful for anybody 

who’s looking to do life better. I know I will read it, and help promote it. 

— DAN HARRIS ,  GOOD MORNING AMERICA HOST & BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF 10% HAPPIER

Emma Seppälä
Emma Seppälä is a leading expert in 
the categories of positive leadership, 
emotional intelligence, well-
being, and social connection. She 
is the Faculty Director of the Yale 
School of Management’s Women’s 
Leadership Program. Her bestselling 
first book, The Happiness Track, has 
sold 47,500 units in North America 
to date and has been published in 
13 international territories. She is the 
recipient of several research grants 
and service awards. Originally from 
France, she is a native speaker 
of French, English, and German 
and conversant in Spanish and 
Mandarin. 

Back to Index→
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Both Things Are True 
Notes on Living in the Courageous Middle

On July 1,2019, I was diagnosed with Stage IV metastatic colon cancer. I was 48. I had 

no family history, and no classic symptoms. Just a horrible diagnosis, with even more 

horrible odds for long-term survival. 

I was also a single mom to a 16- and 14-year-old. 

Six years earlier, I discovered that my husband –who I loved dearly– was in the midst of 

a three-year affair. After a valiant attempt to repair what had been broken, our marriage 

ended months later. 

Having lived through divorce, and now living through cancer, I can say with confidence 

that divorce is far harder. Here’s why: with betrayal, your past (or your story) is taken 

from you; with cancer, your future is taken. The past is what is uniquely yours. It’s the 

most sacred place of all because it’s the narrative arc that helps you frame who you are 

today, and who you hope to become. Your future is a grand mystery. It’s thrilling –yes 

– but it holds no memory. Which is to say, it’s not yours. Yet. 

Rather than viewing the terrible as some kind of lapse of divine providence, the story I 

am telling is an invitation to explore both triumph and tragedy as necessary and sacred 

components in all of our paths. And instead of viewing joy and sorrow as opposites, I will 

explore how both are part of a holy harmony, full of mystery and surprise. And through 

rich storytelling, I’ll draw readers closer to discernment –a heart to spot and marvel 

at miracles, a lightness to spot the utter absurdity and humor woven throughout, and 

a more expansive imagination to pause and extend empathy for others when tragedy 

strikes. Most of all –a heart to see our stories perhaps from a more sacred place–

capacious, and without fear. Instead of seeing our days as succeeding or failing, rather 

than seeing our physical selves as healthy or unwell, I will move readers to wrestle with 

a more fundamental question: who are we becoming as we accumulate achievements, 

and also afflictions?

#MEMOIR 
70,000 w  |  April 2024
Publisher: Hachette Books (WEL, 
auction)

PRESS & QUOTES

This book is an invitation to reside in the brave in between—the courageous middle—in a way that’s 

equipped by the stories we gather from our very best and very worst days. It explores the possibilities of 

this courageous middle of our own lives, and the broader courageous middle space in our culture –a space 

where moral courage, forgiveness, and resetting with grace are becoming far too rare… This is a space 

where dualities might find a way to dance.

Amy Low
Amy Low has been a storyteller 
all her life. She grew up in and 
continues to live life through 
parables and metaphors. She sees 
her life as an invitation to discovering 
the new every day and even records 
some of these discoveries in her 
Substack, Postcards from the 
Mountain, whose readers include 
a great deal of journalists. Amy is 
in nearly constant conversation 
with some of the most remarkable 
storytellers and change makers of 
our time as a managing director at 
Emerson Collective.  Her proudest 
achievement is raising a son and 
daughter who one day will be 
spectacular and forever curious 
dinner party guests.

Back to Index→
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Endemic 
A Post-Pandemic Playbook

This book aims to become THE playbook for all future pandemics with its 10-point plan. 

It focuses directly on reckoning with our present condition: comprehending and living 

with a new respiratory disease and how to face the coming variants and next pandemic 

with reason, science, understanding, courage, and compassion. It does not shy from 

rigorous scrutiny, and it pulls no punches about where we have been, where we find 

ourselves now, and how we ought to manage the virus in the coming years. 

Chapter overview: 

Part I: What the Past Teaches Us About the Future 

Chapter 1. Ward 86 – HIV as Prophet and Teacher  

Chapter 2. COVID-19 and Pandemics Made Simple  

Chapter 3. Living with the Virus: Declaring Endemicity Requires Immunity and Good 

Treatments 

Part II: The Pandemic Playbook 

Chapter 4. The 10-Point Plan for the Future of COVID and the Next Pandemic  

Chapter 5. Resources before Restrictions and the Moral Imperative of Helping the 

Vulnerable  

Chapter 6. Risk Stratification: How Epidemiology was Hijacked during COVID  

Chapter 7. School Closures and COVID-19  

Chapter 8. Debate and Dialogue  

Chapter 9. Duty, Sacrifice, Objectivity in Public Health, and Humanity  

Chapter 10. A Pandemic Knows No Borders: The Importance of Global Equity in 

Vaccines and Treatments.

#HEALTH #SOCIETY 
60,000 w  |  July 2023
Publisher: Mayo Clinic Press (NA)

PRESS & QUOTES

Endemic came across my desk at exactly the right moment, carrying a message of hope, reason, and 

positivity that is sorely needed in these times of increased misinformation and fearmongering. Dr. Gandhi’s 

manifesto is based in science and research, gleaned from her many years on the frontlines of infectious 

diseases and epidemiology, and points us toward practical steps we can take for future pandemics. 

— DANIELA RAPP, SENIOR EDITOR, MAYO CLINIC PRESS

Monica Gandhi
Dr. Gandhi is an infectious-diseases 
trained physician who currently 
serves as the Medical Director of 
the HIV Clinic, San Francisco Gen. 
Hospital (Ward 86); Director of 
the NIH-funded Univ. of California 
SF Center for AIDS Research; and 
Professor of Medicine in the Division 
of HIV, Infectious Diseases and 
Global Medicine at UCSF. 

Dr. Gandhi has received dozens 
of awards, spoken at hundreds of 
conferences keynoting many, held 
a handful of prestigious leadership 
positions, and performed thousands 
of hours of public service. 

Back to Index→
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Ideapress Publishing was founded by best-selling author Rohit Bhargava to offer an 

alternative to self-publishing or working with a large publisher. Our vision is to bring 

the top quality resources and distribution of a big publisher together with the real time 

advice and coaching from a proven Wall Street Journal bestselling fellow author to launch 

a successful business book. We do this by only using the most experienced freelance 

talent in the industry on our projects - usually people with 20+ years of experience in 

the industry.

Our mission is to produce brilliant business books - and what this means is creating a 

solution that offers everything that independent authors need to publish a successful 

book.

We exist to help insightful experts publish their valuable ideas with more credibility.

WWW.IDEAPRESSPUBLISHING.COM



Fall 2022 Rights List  |  www.2seasagency.com  |  marleen.seegers@2seasagency.com  |  chrysothemis.armefti@2seasagency.com  

61

Tom Peters’ Compact Guide to Excellence

Tom Peters’ Compact Guide to Excellence is full of inspiration for anyone aged 20 to 

80, from cashiers to CEOs. This strikingly designed little book argues that business 

leaders must put people first and help them prepare for a rocky future. As we come 

to terms with the debilitating pandemic, confront wealth inequality, and wrestle with 

destabilizing technological revolutions, it’s clear that “Extreme Humanism”—treating 

one another humanely—is the best path forward that can engender purpose and pride 

in all of us who perform the work.

Tom Peters
Tom Peters is coauthor of In Search 
of Excellence—the book that 
changed the way the world does 
business and is often tagged as the 
best business book ever. Nineteen 
books and forty years later, he’s still 
at the forefront of the “management 
guru industry.” What’s new? A lot. 
As CNN said, “While most business 
gurus milk the same mantra for 
all its worth, the one-man brand 
called Tom Peters is still reinventing 
himself.” His message is as relevant 
today as ever. In November 2017, 
Tom received the Thinkers50 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Nancye Green
Nancye Green is a designer and 
business leader. She co-founded 
Donovan/Green in the mid-1970s. 
In 2014, she and Michael Donovan 
received the American Institute 
of Graphic Arts Medal for their 
contributions to the field of design. 

IDEAPRESS

#BUSINESS #LEADERSHIP 

336 pp  |  November 2022

UNDER OPTION
Korea, Brazil, Spanish (World), 
China, Italy, Bulgaria, Russia, 
Poland

Back to Index→
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Irresistible
The Seven Secrets of the World’s Most Enduring, 
Employee-Focused Organizations 

In this book, renowned industry analyst Josh Bersin distills decades of research 

into seven practical yet profound management principles that help business leaders 

create organizations that thrive. 

Irresistible companies grow faster, they’re more profitable, and they innovate and lead 

their markets. Most importantly, their employees, customers, and stakeholders are 

drawn to them like magnets. 

What does it take to build an organization like this? 

Throughout Irresistible, Bersin shares eye-opening examples  from  his  consulting  

work with  HR  and  executive  teams  around  the world.  Alongside these inside 

stories,  each  chapter  includes  tips  and  discussion  questions  to bring the lessons 

to life. Inspiring yet highly pragmatic, Irresistible is the leader’s handbook for today’s 

unpredictable business world, where people and culture are more important than ever.

Josh Bersin
Josh Bersin is a world-respected 
industry analyst focused on 
corporate HR, talent management, 
leadership development, and HR 
technology. He is the founder of 
Bersin & Associates, which was sold 
to Deloitte and is now the CEO of 
The Josh Bersin Company and Dean 
of The Josh Bersin Academy. 

IDEAPRESS

#BUSINESS #MANAGEMENT 

266 pp  |  October 2022

Back to Index→

PRESS & QUOTES

This book is a road map for creating more humane workplaces. Josh Bersin gives us unusually clear and 

compelling directions to make people the heart and soul of organizations.

—ADAM GRANT, #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR 

A must-read primer for business leaders considering how and why to build a people-centered business. 

Irresistible is an essential book and an opportunity to learn from one of the best.

— ARIANNA HUFFINGTON, FOUNDER AND CEO, THRIVE

For too long, businesses have been claiming that people are their most important resource. Irresistible 

offers an array of smart insights and shrewd advice to—finally!—turn that idea into action.

— DANIEL H.  PINK, #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

If you want the secrets of maintaining a workforce of fulfilled, engaged, and loyal teams, read this book—

now.
— KATHLEEN HOGAN, CHIEF PEOPLE OFFICER, MICROSOFT

As organizations struggle to attract and retain talent, irresistible companies will be the only ones to 

prevail—and creating an irresistible company starts with unlocking your employees’ full potential.

— JILL POPELKA , PRESIDENT, SAP SUCCESSFACTORS



Fall 2022 Rights List  |  www.2seasagency.com  |  marleen.seegers@2seasagency.com  |  chrysothemis.armefti@2seasagency.com  

63

Ram Charan
Ram Charan is noted expert on 
business strategy, execution, 
building a high-performance 
organization, 21st century 
leadership, corporate boards and 
succession, he has worked with 
leaders of some of the world’s most 
successful companies, including 
GE, Bank of America, Verizon, Coca-
Cola, 3M, Merck, Aditya Birla Group, 
and Tata Group.

Geri Willigan
Geri Willigan is an independent 
content developer and business 
writer who has worked closely with 
Ram Charan for nearly 30 years 
on a range of projects, including 
bestselling books. She first met 
Ram when she was an editor at 
Harvard Business Review in the late 
1980s and early 1990s. 
Geri helped numerous experts 
publish classic HBR articles. She also 
interviewed prominent business 
leaders including Nike CEO Phil 
Knight.

Leading Through 
Inflation 
And Recession and Stagflation

Inflation is here. Do you know what it is doing to your 

company?  It’s not just a matter of rising costs. Inflation 

eats cash, squeezes margins, threatens working capital, 

and throws all your great forecasts and plans into 

question. Its impact is cumulative and pervasive.  

Yet for those who know how to lead in the face of 

inflation and a looming recession, this period of 

economic discontinuity is a huge opportunity to come 

out stronger.  

Ram Charan has guided hundreds of companies through 

many tough business challenges. 

This book will be your guide to avoiding the hazards 

of inflation while positioning your company to thrive 

when the business cycle stabilizes. It provides Ram’s 

usual down-to-earth recommendations and real-world 

examples to help you navigate a landscape you likely 

have never experienced.  

As you learn to lead through inflation, you will be better 

prepared for recession and stagflation as well. You will 

know how to protect your cash, your customers, and 

your capital investments. Your psychology will shift 

from anxiety and fear to optimism and excitement as 

you define the path to a reimagined future.

ALSO AVAILABLE

 168 pp  |  January 2022

RIGHTS SOLD
South Korea, China, Brazil, English 
(Indian subcontinent)

Talent
The Market Cap Multiplier

How do some Companies Multiply their Market Cap several times over?

Learning to build a high performing talent engine – today’s strategic imperative!

In this book, General Atlantic’s Operating Partner Anish Batlaw and veteran business advisor 

and New York Times bestselling author Ram Charan, show you how to build and incentivize 

management teams that can multiply enterprise value several times over in 4-5 years.

#BUSINESS #LEADERSHIP 
#ECONOMICS 

140 pp  |  November 2022

UNDER OPTION
Korea, China

TERRITORIES
World excl. English & Brazil

IDEAPRESS

Back to Index→
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Todd Caponi
Todd Caponi is a sales researcher 
with a passion for all things related 
to selling methodology and 
learning theory as well as his new 
nerdery, decision science. He spent 
four years building the revenue 
capacity of Chicago’s PowerReviews 
from the ground up as their Chief 
Revenue Ofcer. Prior to that, 
he’s held leadership roles with 3 
other tech companies, including 
ExactTarget, where he helped drive 
the organization to a successful 
IPO and a $2.7B exit through the 
acquisition by Salesforce.com. A 
former American Business “Stevie” 
Award winner, VP of WW Sales of 
the Year, Caponi also owned and 
operated a sales training company. 
The Transparency Sale is his first 
book; he resides in Chicago.

The Transparent Sales 
Leader 
How The Power of Sincerity, Science 
& Structure Can Transform Your Sales 
Team’s Results

The Transparent Sales Leader challenges long-held sales 

leadership standards, providing a modern, cards-face-

up, science-backed, easy-to-implement framework 

for today’s sales leaders. 

Sales leadership doesn’t have to be that hard. There’s a 

massive opportunity to stand out from the rest; to be more 

prepared, more effective and to maximize the revenue 

capacity of your teams. And in today’s environment 

where the economy is tightening, the ability to retain 

and optimize has never been more important. 

Todd Caponi brings the science of transparency and 

intrinsic inspiration to the pages of this book, in a 

simple-to-understand-and-implement structure to 

help you get the job, plan, strategize and communicate 

to your team, your bosses, and even your board. In the 

end, you’ll see the holes before they form. You’ll stop 

chasing, and start growing.

ALSO AVAILABLE

 175 pp  |  2018

RIGHTS SOLD
Vietnam

The Transparency Sale

The Transparency Sale is the next evolution. Today buyers now have easy access to our 

pros and cons, too, without ever consulting with a sales person. We’ve been taught to 

sell based on logic, and taught to position our product or service as a perfect 5.0. We’re 

surrounded by transparency, except for our approach to sales. That’s changing. Are you 

ready?

#BUSINESS #LEADERSHIP #SALES 

212 pp  |  September 2022

UNDER OPTION
Vietnam

IDEAPRESS

Back to Index→

PRESS & QUOTES

The Transparent Sales Leader is a modern playbook for maximizing 

the revenue potential of your teams. If you hate complex, hard-to-

implement leadership books with lots of theory and little how-to—

you’re going to love this book.

—JASON BAY, FOUNDER, OUTBOUND SQUAD
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Karen Alana
Karen Alana is an award-winning 
tech leader, author, and speaker 
whose work impacts many of our 
everyday lives. She is a veteran 
eighteen-year leader at Google; 
as employee #319, she now ranks 
as one of the most tenured, with 
99.96% of all Google employees 
coming after her. From Google 
Search to Ads, Fiber to Google 
Grants and beyond, Alana has been 
leading the charge to develop, scale, 
build and drive team and product 
development that has seen rippling 
industry impact. Alana has spoken 
at conferences and summits on 
technology, leadership, DEI, talent 
and innovation. She lives with her 
three children, husband and two 
dogs in the San Francisco Bay Area.

The Adventures of 
Women in Tech Workbook

Navigate your career with practical and life-tested 
wisdom. Pace yourself with short, easy-to-understand 
exercises designed to accelerate your personal progress 
and help you find your way during the toughest of 
moments. 

Focus on building your tool chest leveraging five key 
tools: 
Resilience: building the grit and the power to withstand 
adversity 
Marketing 101: speaking up and promoting our talents 
and accomplishments 
Ask!: having the confidence to network, reach out, and 
ask for help 
Finding Support: seeking out those who will help us 
navigate our careers and provide a sense of belonging 
Owning Your Awesome: Knowing you are enough and 
you are worthy 

Whether you’re at the start of your career or building 
skills along the way, or whether you want to gain a new 
opportunity or build a current one, this book guides you 
through your thought processes and helps you build the 
tools you need to more than survive and thrive in tech.

ALSO AVAILABLE

248 pp  |  2022

RIGHTS SOLD
Taiwan

AWARDS
2021 NYC Big Book; 2021 Reader’s 
Digest Self-Published Award; 2021 
Best Indie Book Award; 2022 IPBA’s 
Benjamin Franklin Awards; 2022 
Eric Hopper Award; Axiom Awards; 
Indie Excellence Awards

The Adventures of Women in Tech

How We Got Here and Why We Stay

Can women have meaningful careers in tech? Are diversity efforts in Silicon Valley failing? 

Should women avoid working for technology companies? The Adventures of Women in 

Tech delves into why we join tech, the challenges we face, and the skills and support we 

need to succeed and stay in an often challenging environment.

#BUSINESS #CAREER 
#TECHNOLOGY #WOMEN

140 pp  |  May 2022

UNDER OPTION
Taiwan

IDEAPRESS

Back to Index→

PRESS & QUOTES

The authors took the challenges that women in tech face and broke 

each down to an actionable and addressable issue. Their practical 

tips help diagnose what is holding you back and help you find ways 

to break through, ask for what you want, and find your path. This 

book will help people navigate and grow their careers.

—DEB LIU,  CEO OF ANCESTRY
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THE NON-OBVIOUS  GUIDE SERIES

You are not a dummy or an idiot. So don’t read a guide written for one.

L I K E  H A V I N G  C O F F E E  W I T H  A N  E X P E R T .

www.nonobvious.com/guides

Smart Advice for Smart People.
What makes these guides different?
 Focused: No trivial information. Only what 

you need to know.

 Useful: Real timeless insights you can use 
immediately to solve problems. 

 Visual: Easy to read format that uses 
extensive templates and charts.

AVAILABLE AND FORTHCOMING TITLES:

™

A groundbreaking new business guidebook series written by renowned experts. Unlike the tired 
“Dummies” or “Idiots” guides, the guides in this new series are shorter, more practical, immediately useful 

and filled with templates and designed for busy professionals who want to learn faster and get things done. 

Back to Index→
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Angela Ackerman & Becca Puglisi
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Designing the Mind
The Principles of Psychitecture 

The Instant Cult Classic on the Art of Reprogramming Your Own Psychological Software

A bold and fascinating dive into the nuts and bolts of psychological evolution, Designing 

the Mind is part philosophical manifesto, part practical self-development guide, all 

based on the teachings of legendary thinkers like Marcus Aurelius, Lao Tzu, Friedrich 

Nietzsche, and Abraham Maslow. The ideas and techniques it offers are all integrated 

into a vital theory for helping individuals scale the heights of self-mastery and lead great 

lives.

This visionary guide argues that the mind can be compared to software, made up of many 

interwoven algorithms which were originally programmed by natural selection. Though 

most never learn to alter their default programming, it is possible to rewire cognitive 

biases, change ingrained habits, and transform emotional reactions. The process 

of psychitecture enables you to unplug from your own mind, identify its underlying 

patterns, and become the architect of your own enlightenment.

Simultaneously ancient and futuristic, Designing the Mind defies categorization, 

masterfully linking mindfulness to transhumanism, evolutionary psychology to Stoicism, 

and neuroscience to Buddhism. It frames the ideas of ancient sages as open-source code 

for the mind, putting forth a new, rational vision of spiritual enlightenment centered 

around gradual self-optimization.

This book will teach you to cultivate deep introspective insight. It will show you how to 

effortlessly change your automatic behaviors and manipulate your own desires so you 

always get what you want. It will provide a toolkit for building perpetual peace into your 

operating system. If you have ever longed for an operating manual for your own mind, 

this book will serve as a crucial guide for turning your own mind into a palace.
Ryan A Bush
Ryan A Bush is the founder of 
Designing the Mind LLC and 
author of Designing the Mind: 
The Principles of Psychitecture. 
Ryan’s background is in the design 
of systems – he works with tech 
startups to design and develop 
everything from patented physical 
products, to software, to buildings, 
to business models.

#PSYCHOLOGY #PHILOSOPHY 

270 pp  |  January 2021

# OF COPIES SOLD
80,000+

RIGHTS SOLD
Under offer in several countries

• Amazon #1 Best Seller in 
Rationalism Philosophy, 
Humanistic Psychology, 
Rationalist Philosophy

Back to Index→

PRESS & QUOTES

Brilliantly interweaves philosophical concepts with the discipline of psychology in an approachable, 

thought-provoking way.

— MICHAEL J.  MOODY, AUTHOR OF REDEFINE YOURSELF

It has already changed my life, and I know it will change others as well.

— AARON T.  PERKINS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP COACH 

A fascinating framework.

 — SCOTT BARRY KAUFMAN, PHD, AUTHOR OF TRANSCEND: THE NEW SCIENCE OF SELF-

ACTUALIZATION
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Decoding the Stars
A Modern Astrology Guide to Discover Your Life’s Purpose

What are you meant to be doing? How can your life feel more meaningful and fulfilling? 

These are daunting questions, and amidst the demands of our hectic lives, it can be hard 

to know where to start. In Decoding the Stars, astrologer Allison Scott explains how the 

ancient wisdom of astrology provides the tools necessary to decipher your life’s purpose, 

even in today’s modern world.

This book takes you step by step through your birth chart to help you reflect on who you 

are here to be and what you are here to do. You’ll learn about:

• your essential nature and what makes you feel energized by decoding your Sun sign 

and house

• your core motivation by decoding your Rising sign

• how you cultivate emotional well-being and fulfillment by decoding your Moon sign 

and house

• your professional skills, challenges, and calling by decoding your 2nd, 6th, and 10th 

Houses

You’ll also learn how to balance each part of your birth chart to build a powerful 

narrative about your life’s purpose. With illustrative diagrams, sample charts, and 

reflective questions, Decoding the Stars will be a valuable companion on your journey of 

self-discovery.Allison Scott
Allison Scott is a book editor, 
astrologer, and creativity midwife 
based in Southern California. 
Through horoscopes, individual 
astrology readings, and coaching 
she helps people understand and 
connect with their innate creativity, 
helping artists bring their creative 
works into being. Her first book, 
Decoding the Stars. A Modern 
Astrology Guide to Discover Your 
Life’s Purpose is coming out with 
Wellfleet Press in January 2023. 

#ASTROLOGY #SPIRITUALITY

240 pp  |  January 2023

RIGHTS SOLD
World English | Wellfleet Press

Back to Index→
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How to Live
27 Conflicting Answers and One 
Weird Conclusion

Many books have conflicting answers to the question of 

how to live. But in How to Live, by Derek Sivers, each 

chapter believes it has the answer, which deliberately 

conflicts with the rest. Each chapter convinces you that 

its answer is right, and others are wrong. Then each 

successive chapter does the same. It’s a masterpiece 

of pop philosophy — either the best self-help book 

ever, or a take-down of the whole genre, or both. No 

philosophers are quoted. No -isms are named. Only the 

core ideas. The end result is more poetry than prose. A 

very unique and special book.

Derek Sivers
Derek Sivers was a successful 
musician and circus clown until 
he started a music distribution 
company called CD Baby, which 
became the largest seller of 
independent music online.

He sold the company for over $20M, 
giving all the proceeds to charity, 
then wrote the book Anything 
You Want to share his counter-
intuitive philosophy of generosity in 
business.

After the book’s surprising success, 
he wrote Your Music and People 
about sharing creative work, 
Hell Yeah or No about what’s 
worth doing, and How to Live 
about deliberately conflicting 
philosophies.

Sivers communicates directly with 
his email list of over 150,000 people 
from around the world who have 
found him through his books and 
writing at his website: sive.rs

#PERSONALDEVELOPMENT

144 pp  |  January 2020

RIGHTS SOLD

Estonia | Pegasus
Germany | FinanzBuch
World French |  Piktos 
World Spanish | Urano

#PERSONALDEVELOPMENT

128 pp  |  January 2021

RIGHTS SOLD

Albania | Minerva
Portugal | Porto (auction)
China |  Hangzhou Blue Lion
Korea | The Business Books  
(auction)
World French | Piktos 
World Spanish | Urano

Hell Yeah or No
What’s Worth doing  

Derek Sivers shared this simple idea a few years ago: If 

you are feeling anything less than “hell yeah!” about 

something, you should say no. You are overwhelmed 

because of all the times you’ve said a half-hearted yes. 

By saying no to almost everything, you leave space and 

time in your life to throw yourself completely into the 

few things that matter most. Instead of expanding a 

single small idea into a book (as too many non-fiction 

authors do), Sivers compiled sixty-six related ideas 

around the themes of what’s worth doing, fixing faulty 

thinking, and making things happen.

PRESS & QUOTES

A deceivingly small book packed with endless wisdom. Each chapter 
is a life lesson. These stories help me keep the most useful mental 
models fully usable every day.

— FRANK CORRIGAN

PRESS & QUOTES

One thing How To Live doesn’t do is tell you how to live. Yet, 
after reading it, you might be closer to answering that question for 
yourself. Half self-help and half art, it beautifully transcends its 
genre. Seriously one of my favorite books.

— JOHANNES WILKE

Back to Index→
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Anything You Want
40 Lessons for a New Kind of 
Entrepreneur (3rd ed.) 

Derek Sivers was just a musician who built an online 

store from scratch to sell his music online. But word-

of-mouth led to other musicians asking him to sell their 

music too. Eventually his company became the largest 

seller of independent music online with over 150,000 

musicians and $100M in sales. After ten years, he sold 

the company for $22 million and gave all the money to 

charity. 

The book’s most memorable stories are from his horrible 

mistakes, such as how he lost $3.3 million dollars with 

one quick mistake, and was attacked by Steve Jobs. 

Its counter-intuitive humanist approach to business, 

focusing on generosity and happiness more than profits, 

has helped thousands of entrepreneurs re-focus.

Your Music and People
Creative and Considerate Fame

Derek Sivers was a professional musician for ten 

years before he accidently started a music distribution 

company that helped 150,000 musicians sell their music 

to over four million people. So after ten years of living 

the problems, he had ten more years of witnessing the 

solutions. Your Music and People distills Sivers’ advice 

and philosophy into a short book you can read in two 

hours. Though it uses music as the example, it is meant 

to be read metaphorically by any creator trying to reach 

people. Early readers called it one of the best books ever 

written on business marketing.

#BUSINESS #LEADERSHIP 

100 pp  |  January 2021

RIGHTS SOLD

Arabic | Jarir; 2nd ed.
Italy | ROI Edizioni; 2nd ed.
Romania | SC Publica; 2nd ed.
Slovakia | Bajkal; 2nd ed.
Vietnam | AZ Books; 2nd ed.
Iran | Pingonio; 2nd ed.
Albania | Minerva; 3rd ed.
Brazil | Buzz; 3rd ed. (preempt)
Portugal | Porto; 3rd ed. (auction)
World France | Alisio/Leduc.s; 3rd 
ed.
World Spanish | Urano, 3rd ed.

#BUSINESS #LEADERSHIP 

140 pp  |  January 2020

RIGHTS SOLD
World Spanish | Urano

Derek Sivers
Derek Sivers was a successful 
musician and circus clown until 
he started a music distribution 
company called CD Baby, which 
became the largest seller of 
independent music online.
He sold the company for over $20M, 
giving all the proceeds to charity, 
then wrote the book Anything 
You Want to share his counter-
intuitive philosophy of generosity in 
business.
After the book’s surprising success, 
he wrote Your Music and People 
about sharing creative work, 
Hell Yeah or No about what’s 
worth doing, and How to Live 
about deliberately conflicting 
philosophies.
Sivers communicates directly with 
his email list of over 150,000 people 
from around the world who have 
found him through his books and 
writing at his website: sive.rs

PRESS & QUOTES

This is one of the top two marketing books I own (and I’ve read 
hundreds of them).

— DAN SANCHEZ

Back to Index→
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Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  N A M E

The Gold Standard of Writing Guides

WRITERS HELPING WRITERS® 
DESCRIPTION THESAURUS COLLECTION

UPCOMING COUNTRIES & TERRITORIES SOLD

Part guide, part brainstorming list, this bestselling series helps writers,
screenwriters, game designers, and anime creators master show-don't-tell.
Each book targets a specific area of description and reveals how to use it to
deepen characters, push the plot forward, and draw readers into a story
world so immersive they won't want to leave it.

Emotional Amplifiers
(2024)

 

China, France, Greece, Japan,
Korea,  Russia, Taiwan, Turkey,

USA/Canada

WWW.WR I T E R SH E L P I NGWR I T E R S . N E T

Back to Index→
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Harpeth Road Press is a boutique digital publisher of romantic fiction, founded by an 

author herself, USA Today and international bestselling author Jenny Hale, whose books 

have sold over a million copies worldwide. Harpeth Road is a collaboration of incredible 

industry professionals. We provide top-notch editing, smart digital marketing, and 

comprehensive lessons for our authors, giving them the most current information on 

every step of the publishing process. We not only publish their books, but we also work 

with each of our authors to build their author brand and platforms. We have one goal: 

reaching readers with fantastic fiction.

WWW.HARPETHROAD.COM
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Author
Jenny Hale is a USA Today, Amazon, 
and international bestselling 
author of romantic contemporary 
fiction. Her books have sold 
worldwide, have been translated 
into multiple languages, and 
adapted for television. The Beach 
House, released in 2021 sailed to 
number three on the Amazon 
Kindle Chart and it hit number one 
in the categories Contemporary 
Romance, Women’s Literary 
Fiction, Contemporary Fiction, and 
Romance. Her novels Coming Home 
for Christmas and Movie Guide 
Epiphany Award winner Christmas 
Wishes and Mistletoe Kisses are 
Hallmark Channel original movies.
Her stories are chock-full of feel-
good romance and overflowing 
with warm settings, great friends, 
and family. Jenny is at work on her 
next novel, delighted to be bringing 
even more heartwarming stories 
to her readers. When she isn’t 
writing or heading up her romantic 
fiction imprint Harpeth Road, she 
can be found running around 
her hometown of Nashville with 
her husband, two boys, and their 
labradoodle, taking pictures—her 

Butterfly Sisters 

From the USA Today bestselling author of The Beach 

House, with over a million copies of her books sold, 

comes a story about family bonds, second chances, 

and finding out who we really are. Butterfly Sisters is 

the perfect escape for fans of Susan Wiggs, RaeAnne 

Thayne, and Susan Mallery.

About to land her biggest deal yet, Leigh Henderson is on 

her game. Nothing can get in her way. Except Rebecca 

Mayer, who’d sashayed in a few weeks ago with a former 

client list that would fill the entire hallway to Leigh’s 

office. When her boss unexpectedly offers the deal to 

Rebecca and tells Leigh he’s letting her go, Leigh finds 

herself without a job. 

But that’s the least of her worries. 

Her mother has some news that will change everything. 

She’s asked Leigh and her sister Meredith to meet her at 

the family cabin on Old Hickory Lake. Not only has Leigh 

been unable to track down her sister for years, but going 

back to the cabin would mean dealing with the loss of 

her beloved grandmother and also chance running into 

her old flame Colton Harris, the one love she’s never 

been able to completely let go of. 

Will confronting her grief, speaking to her estranged 

sister, and forcing herself to face the love she’d left 

behind help Leigh to learn who she really is? 

ALSO AVAILABLE

PRESS & QUOTES

I love a good homecoming story and this one left no emotion unturned. Five heartfelt stars!

— USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ANNIE RAINS

 302 pp  |  2021

# OF COPIES SOLD
28,000 +

RIGHTS SOLD
Estonia, Germany

The Memory Keeper
From the USA Today bestselling author of The Summer House comes a story about finding 

lost loves, chasing dreams, and the people who show up when they’re needed the most. 

The Memory Keeper is the perfect escape for fans of Debbie Macomber, Pamela Kelley, and 

Susan Mallery.

#COMMERCIALFICTION 
#ROMANCE 

276 pp  |  February 2022

RIGHTS SOLD

Estonia | Eesti Raamat (auction)

Germany | Amazon

HARPETH ROAD

Back to Index→
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The Island of Summer Sunsets 
Sail away with this heartwarming beach read about hope, family, and finding out who 

was meant for us. 

Among the dunes and salty spray, off the South Carolina coast, where the daily tide 

swells and the minnow counts are the only news in town, something big might just 

change Janie Brooks’s life forever, for better or worse. 

In the small southern village of Fripp, Janie’s life is moving along at about the same slow 

pace as the island—exactly the way she wants it. After the death of Janie’s husband, 

unable to find her own way, she spends her days with the seagulls and swallow-tailed 

kites, in the serene bliss of the Atlantic coast. 

Until newcomer Ryan Kennedy and his teenage daughter move into the rental down the 

street, shaking up Janie’s well-ordered, simple life. Ryan has enough to deal with, being 

a single dad. All he wants is to move into a brand-new house in this quaint community 

and start fresh. But, with Janie down the street, that might be easier said than done. 

Will Janie and Ryan find their own version of paradise? Or will one get in the way of the 

other? 

A summer escape that will whisk you away to an island getaway and have you wishing 

for a seaside retreat with your feet in the sand and the golden sunset at your back. The 

Island of Summer Sunsets is perfect for fans of Robyn Carr, Brenda Novak, and RaeAnne 

Thayne.

Susan Sands
An author of unforgettable women’s 
fiction, Susan Sands grew up in a 
real-life Footloose town in Louisiana, 
complete with her senior class 
hosting the first ever prom in the 
history of their tiny public school, 
with half the town chaperoning. Is it 
any wonder that when she decided 
to be an author, she penned 
small-town stories, with a heaping 
spoonful of romance? New York 
Times Bestselling Author Kristan 
Higgins was quoted, describing 
Susan’s writing: “as sweet and 
satisfying as homemade pie.” And 
Award-winning Author Carolyn 
Brown said Susan dishes up “a big 
helping of southern charm.” Susan 
lives in Alpharetta, Georgia where 
she’s mother to her grown children 
and, along with her husband, lives 
among stacks of novels and bucket-
loads of material for her next book. 

HARPETH ROAD

#COMMERCIALFICTION
#ROMANCE

258 pp  |  June 2022

PRESS & QUOTES

Full of Southern charm, warmth and humor, …as sweet and satisfying as homemade pie. 

— KRISTAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

Susan Sands creates smart, sassy, and captivating characters… Highly recommended! 

— KAREN WHITE,  NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

The kind of love that sweeps readers off their feet. Susan Sands knows how to delight readers. 

— TINA ANN FORKNER, AUTHOR OF THE REAL THING

An amazing little summer read that will keep make you smile. 

— THE HARLEQUIN JUNKIE

Back to Index→
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The Holiday Plan

From one of the freshest new voices in clean and wholesome romantic fiction, The 

Holiday Plan is the perfect escape for fans of Courtney Walsh, Annie Rains, and Debbie 

Mason. 

Native New Yorker and author Verona Scott is battling heartbreak, both personally and 

professionally. Coming off a disastrous split with her ex, she’s struggling for inspiration 

to write her next book. And she’s lost without her favorite Aunt Theoni’s wisdom and 

guidance. 

Hoping for a fresh start and to avoid the holiday completely, she’s planned a Valentine’s 

detox: a luxurious trip alone to the historic Courtington Castle hotel, near the adorably 

quaint town of Camelot Creek, tucked into a picturesque valley in the Adirondacks. 

But escaping the heart-shaped balloons and red roses isn’t as easy as she thought. 

This won’t be the restful retreat she’d imagined. Instead, she’s just walked into one of 

the biggest matchmaking events of the year. Not to mention, the incredibly attractive 

single dad and dating coach Troy Turner is heading the whole thing up, and he’s on a 

mission to include Verona in the festivities. 

Troy is in the midst of a professional crisis of his own. After a bit of unfounded bad press, 

the very last thing he needs is a guest to cast doubt in the minds of his attendees. 

Will Troy change Verona’s mind about the most romantic day of the year? Just when 

sparks begin to fly, an unexpected visitor checks into the castle, stirring up the past. No 

matter what, for Verona, Valentine’s Day is the day when everything changes. 

A heartwarming, sweet romance that will whisk you away to a magical winter 

wonderland, and have you reaching for the hot cocoa and box of chocolates long after 

the holidays.

#COMMERCIALFICTION 
#ROMANCE 

287 pp  |  January 2022

Back to Index→

HARPETH ROAD

PRESS & QUOTES

This book is guaranteed to leave you with a warm, fuzzy feeling that will carry you well beyond the holiday 

and into the next one. 

— USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR, JENNY HALE

I can’t begin to tell you how much I love this read! 

— KT BOOK REVIEWS (STARRED REVIEW)

…sweet, cozy, and full of snowy moments and romantic tension. 

— LU’S BOOK REVIEWS

An absolutely sparkling debut! Visually stunning writing, full of heart and hope. Emma Lynden is a 

wonderful new force in sweet romance. I can’t wait to see what she writes next. 

— USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR TERI WILSON

Emma Lynden
When she’s not clicking away at her 
keyboard, spinning heartwarming 
stories about family, friendship, 
and finding true love, you can 
usually catch Emma soaking up the 
sunshine (or snowfalls) outdoors, 
capturing the beauty of everyday 
life behind her camera lens, or cozily 
curled up with her first passion – 
reading – a hot mug of something 
sweet in one hand and the promise 
of a happily-ever-after in the other.
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Established in 1997, ARMIDA is a multiple award-winning independent publisher based 

in Nicosia, Cyprus. 

We publish intelligent contemporary fiction and distinguished non-fiction of the 

highest standard, by both local and international authors, with a focus on the Eastern 

Mediterranean region. 

ARMIDA has been publishing great books since 1997 and the rich diversity of its home 

base has defined its mission statement which is to “bring the best of Eastern Mediterranean 

literature and culture to a wider audience”. 

We offer the diasporas a slice of home and we are bridging the language gap of younger 

generations with their homelands. In addition, our titles represent a brand new voice in the 

English literary scene, as this region’s literature, though very exciting and entertaining, 

is under-represented. 

We are a founding member of the Association of Cyprus Book Publishers, and an active 

member of the Independent Publishers Guild (UK) and the Independent Book Publishers 

Association (USA).

WWW. ARMIDABOOKS.COM
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The Crescent Moon Fox
The Crescent Moon Fox is a compassionate, heart- breaking, brutal, and occasionally, 

humorous, novel about Cypriot Turks. The reader experiences the lives of the inhabitants 

of one particular village during the lead-up to Independence from Britain and the tragic 

aftermath of the post-Colonial era in Cyprus – and in particular, of two of its young 

men: Zeki and Aydin. Zeki who, shaped and nurtured by the British Colonial system, is 

destined for great things; and Aydin, a misfit in his community who, in his own complex 

and disturbing way, achieves greatness and redemption. 

The span of the novel is from the nineteen thirties to the first decade of the twenty first 

century – showing the life of the Cypriot Turks, unique and distinct as a minority, in the 

lead-up to Independence and to what they become in the modern era. It gives a voice to 

Cypriot Turks, of all different backgrounds, and particularly to the illiterate rural women 

of the Colonial Era. The Crescent Moon Fox is also a poignant journey of discovery of one’s 

true identity… 

The Crescent Moon Fox is Metin’s debut novel, realising a dual ambition: to tell the story of 

his father’s community, the original Turkish community of Cyprus; and to use literature 

as a path to tolerance and reconciliation. He writes: “This novel is dedicated to all Cypriots, 

irrespective of ethnicity, religion or political affiliation, with the hope that reconciliation and 

common understanding of our respective hurt and suffering may one day come to pass”. 

Global issues in global times. We see the futility of internecine strife, and that accepting 

another’s identity is at the heart of our own humanity.

Metin Murat
Metin Murat is a British born Cypriot 
Turk. He grew up in a multicultural 
environment with deep exposure to 
English, French and Welsh cultures. 
He currently lives in South West 
France with his wife. He received 
his history and literary education 
from Aberystwyth University, with 
an undergraduate degree and 
later a PhD, via a Master’s degree 
at Lancaster University; and his 
business education from the 
London School of Economics. For 
much of his adult life Metin worked 
for a multinational organisation 
before setting up his own company 
in 2011. This is his debut novel, 
realising a dual ambition: to tell 
the story of his father’s community, 
the original Turkish community 
of Cyprus; and to use literature 
as a means to seek truth and 

ARMIDA BOOKS

#HISTORICALFICTION 

268 pp  |  April 2022

Territories handled: World excl 

Greek and English

PRESS & QUOTES

Metin Murat has chosen the trickiest of terrains for setting and characterisation in The Crescent Moon 

Fox. Greek Cypriot – Turkish Cypriot remain unsettled and the politics neuralgic but his story and the people 

who inhabit it break through all that. I cannot recommend it too highly. 

— MATTHEW PARRIS ,  COLUMNIST WITH THE TIMES AND THE SPECTATOR

A page-turner ode to all the people of Cyprus and their culture. 

— T-VINE

Murat’s book is a thoughtful and loving assembly of fragments from a vanished world that live on to define 

our present existence while reminding us of the commonality that marks our rich and varied, sometimes 

painful, disparate cultural roots. 

— CYPRUS MAIL

I found this novel quite a page-turner; it never loses itself in “issues” so as to forget that novels are 

essentially about people, and the lure of “what happens next” to the various characters in whom the reader 

has become interested is strong. So I don’t want to go too much into plot details. But one thing I really like 

is the novel’s refusal to provide glib solutions to the problems it raises. People become personally close to 

individuals of the other community, yet this does not change their attitude to “the other” in general, nor 

prevent them from participating in atrocities against them. 

— SHEENAGH PUGH, POET AND NOVELIST

Back to Index→
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Untethered

Cara, Lillian and Emilia are three women of a certain age who have only one thing in 

common – a love of animals. Sadly, on the Mediterranean island they call home, they 

witness appalling animal cruelty and after learning of a puppy’s death in a cardboard 

crushing machine, the three friends decide to do something about it. They then find 

themselves responsible for one of the most in- triguing, and in some quarters celebrated, 

crime sprees in modern Cypriot history. 

Untethered is more than a tale about animal rescue, it’s a story of love, loss and the 

incredible power of female friendship.

Andrea Busfield
Andrea Busfield is a former News of 
the World reporter who moved to 
Kabul some years before the paper 
shut down. It was a life-changing 
experience in many ways and when 
she returned to Europe, she brought 
with her a street dog called Blister. 
Fifteen years later, Blister lives with 
Andrea in Cyprus – along with five 
more rescues. As well as having her 
own pack of strays, and a number of 
feral cats, Andrea has found homes 
for nine other dogs that wandered 
into her path over the years. While 
she considers her dogs to be ‘part of 
the family’, her great passion in life is 
horses. In between writing, Andrea 
now spends her time working out 
how to feed them all. Andrea has 
written three novels: Born Under a 
Million Shadows; Aphrodite’s War; 
and The Silence of Stone. She also 
continues to work as a freelance 
journalist..

ARMIDA BOOKS

#COMMERCIALFICTION 

276 pp  |  April 2022

Territories handled: World excl 

Greek and English

PRESS & QUOTES

A macabre, sad but surprisingly funny tale about the power of friendship. 

— THE SUN

A deeply moving novel bursting with heart and hope. Untethered is a humorous, fast-paced and ultimately 

life-affirming   novel .  A Mediterranean Thelma and Louise (with an extra woman and more dogs),   this is a 

deeply moving novel bursting with heart and hope. 

— HELLO MAGAZINE UK

Busfield has a gift for lively, witty dialogue, plot development, and   characterization .  While the subject of 

animal cruelty might be distressing, Busfield has   a light, witty touch and this novel is ultimately uplifting. 

— SUNDAY MAIL

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and sympathise with the need to care more for all animals. 

— PAMMY HUTTON, FBHS, INTERNATIONAL TRAINER AND RIDER,  
HORSE & HOUND COLUMNIST AND AUTHOR OF HORSES FOR LIFE

Busfield writes with rage and wit. The dialogue crackles. The characters live and breathe. … A painful yet 

salutary and satisfying read. 

— SAGA MAGAZINE

Back to Index→
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Overamstel Uitgevers has offices in Amsterdam and Antwerp. We house the imprints 

Carrera Culinair, Hollands Diep, Horizon, Inside, Lebowski Publishers, Moon and The 

House of Books. Overamstel is the place for fiction, non-fiction, cookery books, sport 

biographies, history, children’s books and YA.

First impressions on walking through the doors are our high palm trees gently swaying in 

the air-conditioning’s draft. This is followed by the hard to ignore multi-storey bookchest. 

Instantly clear is the open, spacious, character of the building. Sales, marketing and PR 

dominating the middle ground, flanked by the imprints on all sides. We have an open-

door policy in an office – fittingly - without doors.   

In spite of working from a distance during COVID, this has symbolically remained our 

set up: a strong central organization serving the finer, specialist imprints. Every book 

is made by editing teams each with its own specialisation. This is how the imprints 

can properly embrace their authors, giving their books all the attention they deserve. 

Meanwhile, these imprints don’t need to operate as independent islands.  

What [else] do we stand for at Overamstel? We like to innovate. eBooks and audiobooks 

have become commonplace; we were the early adopters of these new publishing practices. 

In the field of pr, sales, marketing and rights we deliver tailor made creative solutions.

Our editors look after authors across the whole spectrum, from debutants to household 

names! We’re constantly on the lookout for new voices, investing time and resources in 

fresh talent. 

With major clout and an eye for detail, that’s how we get to work.

WWW.OVERAMSTELUITGEVERS.COM
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Elle van Rijn
Elle van Rijn is an actress, 
screenwriter of series and films, and 
author of columns, although her 
greatest passion lies with writing 
novels. Her tenth novel, The Jewish 
Nursery School, is inspired by the life 
of Betty Goudsmit-Oudkerk, whom 
she spoke with about her work 
as child caretaker in the Jewish 
Nursery School only shortly before 
Betty’s death.

Back to Insulinde 
In 1925 on Java, Rosa is born into a family that has lived 

in the Dutch East Indies for decades. Her grandfather is 

on the Dutch Council of the Indies while her father works 

as an engineer for the department of transport, public 

works and water management. As a child of the tropics, 

she is accustomed to the privileges of colonial life and 

lives like a princess with servants on the one hand while 

also going on adventures in the jungle. But then her 

mother abandons her because of an imagined disease, 

and her parents separate. Left with her aunt, the director 

of a school for indigenous girls, she feels displaced and 

all alone. Then, when she is torn from the Dutch Indies 

she loves as well and has to go to the Netherlands, there 

is only one thing she wants: to go back to her home 

country, where she spent her happiest years as a child.

She returns to the colony eventually and finds that 

the country of her youth no longer exists. When the 

Netherlands declare war on Japan, sixteen-year-old 

Rosa is still under the delusion that they will easily win 

this war. Everyone is dumbfounded when Korean and 

Japanese soldiers besiege their villa district. It spells the 

beginning of years of internment, from camp to camp, 

in which Rosa grows up quickly and has to look after her 

mother and sisters. She gradually realises that there is 

no ‘right’ side in this war and that only a sense of shared 

humanity determines who has value and which battles 

must be fought.

ALSO AVAILABLE

PRESS & QUOTES

Van Rijn has written a wonderful novel: an extraordinarily gripping story, which will make 

readers smile, shudder and will move them to tears. Outstanding!

— NEDERLANDS DAGBLAD

 336 pp  |  November 2020

English translation available

# OF COPIES SOLD
30,000+

RIGHTS SOLD
World French, Portugal, Italy, World 
English, Czech Rep., Romania, 
Brazil, Albania, Slovakia

The Jewish Nursery School

Based on the heart-wrenching true story of an ordinary young woman who risked 

everything to save countless children from the Nazis. 

Seventeen-year-old Betty Oudkerk and other caretakers of the nursery refuse to accept the 

children’s horrible fate, while outside the nursery life for Jews becomes more frightening 

with every passing day. In utmost secrecy, and under the direction of Henriëtte Pimentel, 

head of the nursery, they manage to prevent the deportation of over 600 children, despite 

the risks for all involved.

#HISTORICALFICTION 

336 pp  |  August 2022

English sample available

UNDER OPTION
France, Portugal, Italy, World 
English, Czech Rep., Romania, 
Brazil, Albania, Slovakia

Immediately entered 
the Bestseller 60 at #18

HOLLANDS DIEP

Back to Index→
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Dido Michielsen 
Dido Michielsen is a journalist and 
writer. She wrote among others 
Dochters van ver, Lisa & Lin: Vijf 
weken terug in China, and De 
redding van de familie Van Cleeff. 
Her fiction debut Lighter Than I 
is based on the life of her great-
grandmother.

Angel and Kinnari 
Louisa wanders through life, having never learned how 

to be a child or a mother. She was betrothed as a foster 

child at the age of thirteen and yearns to know who her 

biological parents are. She hopes finding her mother will 

put an end to her uncertainty and loneliness, but the 

people around her insist that her lineage is irrelevant: 

her mother was likely a njai, a Dutchman’s concubine. 

Someone best not spoken of as to be born out of wedlock 

is shameful. Louisa can count herself lucky because she 

is recognised as Eurasian and belongs with the superior 

white rulers of the Dutch East Indies. But when she 

looks at herself in the mirror, she sees something quite 

different.

Louisa tries to escape her dreadfully boring life as a 

housewife in the affluent city of Buitenzorg by doing a 

lot of reading. Her friendship with a woman of Chinese 

descent and her Javanese secretary, two outsiders the 

European community looks down on, opens new doors. 

They give her the wings of the kinnari, the mythical 

goddess of love, and Louisa finally learns to make her 

own decisions. Until one day she finds herself taking 

care of her sick husband and elderly aunt. They may call 

her an angel, but she has lost her wings.

She nonetheless decides to go looking for her mother to 

discover who she really is: a Western angel or an Eastern 

kinnari. Though her quest does not go as expected, she 

finds an answer to this question and feels she knows 

where she belongs at last.

ALSO AVAILABLE

PRESS & QUOTES

This novel not only describes the underexposed history of Dutch interaction with native women, 

but also the consequences of a patriarchy in general.

— DE VOLKSKRANT

 272 pp  |  September 2019

English sample available

# OF COPIES SOLD
85,000+

RIGHTS SOLD
Indonesia, Italy, Serbia

AWARDS
Winner of the 2020 Dutch 
Booksellers Prize

Lighter Than I
A moving, historical novel about desire and identity in the Dutch East Indies of the late 

nineteenth century. 

Isah is the daughter of the sultan’s tailor. Her life and position in the strongly 

hierarchical culture of colonial Java seem to be predetermined. However, Isah possesses 

an extraordinary determination and a willful character. She takes control of her destiny 

and escapes her arranged marriage by starting an affair with a ‘Belanda’, a Dutchman 

stationed on Java.

#LITERARYFICTION 

256 pp  |  October 2022

English sample available

HOLLANDS DIEP

© Harold Pereira

Back to Index→
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Susan Smit
Susan Smit (b. 1974) is a writer and 
columnist. She made her debut in 
2001 with Witch (Heks). To date she 
has nineteen successful novels to 
her name, including the bestsellers 
Flood (Vloed), Gisèle, and Bride of 
the Tropics (Tropenbruid). She spent 
some time studying the history of 
witchcraft, which Smit considers 
to be a spiritual practice and an 
ancient nature religion. 

The Wisdom of The Witch 

Personal lessons from twenty years of practicing the 

ancient nature religion. 

Witchcraft is, like any other nature religion, unorganized. 

There are no holy books, buildings or prophets, no strict 

set of rules. Many people therefore prefer to call it a 

spiritual path. Susan Smit, who has been walking the 

path of the witch for more than twenty years, shares 

everything she has learned on her journey of personal 

development in this book. She tells you what she knows 

about the laws of nature and the philosophy of life 

according to the old religion and she presents you with 

the means to grow. 

Susan demonstrates in what ways the old nature religion 

can help you in the here and now to deal with emotions, 

to maintain and cleanse your life energy, to understand 

the connection between your body and sexuality, to 

utilize creativity, intuition and the power of creation, and 

to care for the earth and each other. In short, witchcraft 

teaches us just how much nature and feminine values 

have to offer us.

ALSO AVAILABLE

#HISTORICALFICTION 

256 pp  |  May 2021

English translation available

Film rights optioned

# OF COPIES SOLD
65,000+

RIGHTS SOLD
World French, China

The Last Witch Hunt
In July 1674, soldiers raid the home of 74-year-old Entgen Luijten. She is taken to the 

castle in Limbricht, a town in the southernmost part of the Netherlands, and locked in a 

dungeon where she is told that, based on a number of incidents, she is being accused of 

witchcraft or black magic. Smit portrays Entgen as an emblem of female indomitability. 

During the cross-examinations, Entgen doesn’t mention the names of any other women, 

because she knows all too well what would happen to them. Despite being locked in a 

cold, dark prison cell and being starved and tortured, she doesn’t yield. In a society where 

women are considered the ‘weaker sex’ by the church and the authorities, susceptible 

to Satan’s temptations, Entgen stands out as wholly individual, a wise and autonomous 

human being.

#SPIRITUALITY 

352 pp  |  March 2022

English sample available

17 weeks in Dutch Bestseller 60

# OF COPIES SOLD
25,000+

UNDER OPTION
World French

LEBOWSKI

PRESS & QUOTES

In a personal way, Susan Smit describes how witchcraft is rooted in 

ancient and universal wisdom; a must for everyone who wants to 

stand strong from within. 

— DR. ANNINE VAN DER MEER,  

THEOLOGIAN AND HISTORIAN

Back to Index→
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