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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB 

SIZE: 181 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 112pp 

WORD COUNT:  3200 

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £9.99

PUB DATE: January 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Basque, Bulgarian, 
Castilian, Catalan, Chinese 
(simplified), Danish, Dutch, Finnish, 
French, German, Indonesian, Italian, 
Nepali, Polish, Portuguese (PT), 
Romanian, Russian, Swedish, Turkish, 
Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Ed Victor Ltd/United Agents

MR PENGUIN AND THE 
LOST TREASURE 
ALEX T. SMITH

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB 

SIZE: 215 x 140 mm

EXTENT: 208pp 

WORD COUNT: 13,000 

AGE: 7+ 

PRICE: £9.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, German, Polish, 
Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

KEY NOTE
From the international bestselling creator of the Claude  
series comes a brand-new hero: Mr Penguin, adventurer 
… penguin.

SYNOPSIS 
When Boudicca Bones, owner of the Museum of Extraordinary Objects, 
calls Mr Penguin for help, he and his friend Colin the spider spring 
into action. They must find the treasure that Miss Bones’s great-great- 
great-grandfather buried somewhere, or the museum will have to close 
for ever! 

Soon the intrepid adventurers decode some clues and Colin kung-fu 
kicks a stone floor. And they find a secret passage under the museum! 

However, some notorious jewel thieves have escaped from prison and, 
judging from the sound of footsteps following them, they’re hot on their 
heels! Yet with the help of Ethel, a friendly old lady, and Gordon the 
pigeon, Mr Penguin and Colin ride alligators, climb up slippery slopes 
and tie up the baddies. Their first adventure has been a success! 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Highly illustrated throughout in a striking black and orange design 

with plenty of slapstick humour, mystery and adventure

• Indiana Jones meets Hercule Poirot: penguins (and spiders) have 
never been such fun!

• Claude has been published in 20 territories so far, and is soon to 
be the star of his own TV show on Disney Junior

 • ‘Perfect for newly developing readers and great to share.’ – Primary 
Times on Claude

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Alex T. Smith graduated from Coventry University in 2006 with a 
degree in Illustration and won second place in the Macmillan Prize for 
Children’s Illustration. Claude Going for Gold won its category (5–9)  
at the Sainsbury’s Book Award 2016. Claude in the City was shortlisted 
for the Waterstone’s Children’s Book Prize and the Richard and Judy 
Book Club.
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RABBIT AND BEAR 3: 
ATTACK OF THE SNACK 
JULIAN GOUGH,  
ILLUSTRATED BY JIM FIELD

KEY NOTE
Hilarious, gorgeously illustrated and with a classic feel, this 
is the perfect bridge from picture books to longer fiction.

SYNOPSIS 
From novelist and playwright Julian Gough, and the winner of the 
Roald Dahl Funny Prize, Jim Field, comes a brilliantly funny series about 
a rabbit and a bear who discover that things are always better when 
they’re shared with a friend.  

SPLASH! A Mysterious Thing lands in Rabbit and Bear’s peaceful summer 
lake. Is it exciting, or terrifying? Is it a tiny fluffy owl, or a huge hungry 
monster? And has Rabbit finally met a creature with worse habits than 
himself? Rabbit’s SURE he can solve this mystery. But when he accidentally 
turns the Best Day Ever into the Worst Day Ever, he needs Bear’s help.

This story will help children think about acceptance, otherness, friendship 
… and what you can do with blueberry poo. Now commissioned to be 
a six-book series thanks to its success so far, this is very special and not 
to be missed.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Illustrated in colour and black-and-white throughout, with a 

different signature colour for each book

• The first two books in the series were shortlisted for the Children’s 
Book of the Year in the Irish Book Awards, and the second book 
was shortlisted for the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Award

• Perfect for readers moving on from picture books: with simple 
language and stories, but more complex ideas to entertain adults 
and give depth to the telling

• ‘Rabbit’s Bad Habits is a breath of fresh air in children’s fiction, a 
laugh-out-loud story of Rabbit and Wolf and Bear, of avalanches 
and snowmen. The sort of story that makes you want to send your 
children to bed early, so you can read it to them.’ Neil Gaiman

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Julian Gough is a novelist and playwright, and also wrote the Minecraft 
End Game Poem. This is his first series for children. He lives in Berlin.  
Jim Field has illustrated a wide range of projects, including the  
bestselling The Lion Inside and Oi Frog! He lives in Paris.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 181 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 96pp

WORD COUNT: 2,800

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 12

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Czech, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, 
Polish, Romanian, Slovak, Slovene, 
Turkish, US, Welsh

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV 
Hachette Children’s Group, TV rights 
Sixteen South

CLAUDE SERIES
ALEX T. SMITH

KEY NOTE
Soon to be a TV star on Disney Junior! Read all nine 
Claude adventures.

SYNOPSIS 

Meet Claude – no ordinary dog!

On a trip to the city, Claude becomes a hero when he visits a 
museum, foils a robbery and saves the day.

Enjoy all nine classic Claude stories about everyone’s favourite pup, 
including the ones when Claude dances his way into the theatre, 
takes part in a Very Exciting Sports Competition and bounces into an 
all-action gorilla thriller!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Claude is launching on Disney Junior this summer, featuring a 

stellar cast

• Claude Going for Gold won its category (5–9) at the Sainsbury’s 
Book Award 2016

• Claude in the City was shortlisted for the Waterstone’s Children’s 
Book Prize and the Richard and Judy Book Club 

• ‘Quirky illustrations and plenty of humour.’ Metro

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Alex T. Smith graduated from Coventry University in 2006 with a 
degree in Illustration and won second place in the Macmillan Prize 
for Children’s Illustration. Claude has been published in 20 territories 
around the world.
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Readers

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 181 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 96pp

WORD COUNT: 3,500

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, French, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV 
Hachette Children’s Group

THE CAT WHO ATE 
CHRISTMAS
LIL CHASE, 
ILLUSTRATED BY THOMAS DOCHERTY

KEY NOTE
A funny and heart-warming Christmas title with plenty 
of charm and one purrfectly naughty kitten.

SYNOPSIS 
It’s Christmas, and the whole family – Mum, Dad, Alex, Lily, Rose and 
Jingles the kitten – are very excited. Jingles causes chaos when he 
knocks over the Christmas tree and rips open all the presents, but 
the final straw is when the family go to fetch Grandma for Christmas 
lunch, and come home to discover that Jingles has eaten the turkey! As 
they tidy up the mess, Jingles hides in Grandma’s handbag. When the 
family can’t find him, they set out to look for him, meeting neighbours 
and carol singers along the way. At the supermarket Jingles jumps 
out of Grandma’s handbag, where he has been the whole time, and 
follows the family around the supermarket. They finally notice Jingles 
when he jumps on to the conveyor belt as they are paying for food! 
Happy and relieved, they take their naughty kitten home to enjoy the 
rest of Christmas together.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The story was inspired by a news article about a cat who lives in  
 a supermarket, and a picture on Twitter of a Christmas turkey that  
 had been eaten by a cat

• Features festive two-colour illustrations throughout

• Includes a fun section at the back, packed with Christmas jokes,  
 facts and craft activities

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Lil Chase is the author of many books including Boys for Beginners, 
Secrets, Lies & Locker 62 and The Boys’ School Girls series – but this 
is her first book about cats!

Illustrator Thomas Docherty is a rising star – he has been featured in 
the Guardian, and has been selected for several awards including the 
Kate Greenaway Medal and BookTrust Best Book. His picture books 
include The Snatchabook, which sold in 18 territories.
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POLLY AND THE PUFFIN 

IMPRINT: Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 181 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 96pp

WORD COUNT: 2,500

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, Icelandic, 
Russian, Turkish, Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Jo Unwin Literacy Agency

SERIES 
JENNY COLGAN, ILLUSTRATED BY 
THOMAS DOCHERTY

KEY NOTE
A delightful series featuring Polly and her puffin friend 
Neil, from Sunday Times bestselling adult novelist 
Jenny Colgan. With gorgeous two-colour illustrations 
throughout.

SYNOPSIS 
Polly heard a CRASH downstairs.

Was it a monster? NO! Was it a spider alien? NO!

It was a little puffin with a broken wing …

When Polly discovers an injured puffin, she and her mummy look 
after him in their cottage by the sea. Slowly, Neil’s wing heals and Polly 
must prepare herself to say goodbye to her new friend. Will she ever 
see him again?

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Jenny Colgan is a Sunday Times Top Ten bestseller in the UK

• A stylish, two-colour illustrated package that’s perfect for readers  
 graduating from picture books

• With supplementary activities, jokes and child-friendly recipes

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jenny Colgan is the author of several bestselling adult novels including 
Little Beach Street Bakery, in which Neil the puffin made his first 
appearance. He became a firm favourite amongst her readers and 
Jenny was inspired to make some sketches. An idea for a children’s 
book was born!

Illustrator Thomas Docherty is a rising star – he has been featured in 
the Guardian, and has been selected for several awards including the 
Kate Greenaway Medal and BookTrust Best Book. His picture books 
include The Snatchabook, which sold in 18 territories.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 80pp

WORD COUNT: 3,000

AGE: 5+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Books 1 and 2: published; 
Book 3: March 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Freud Communications

GO MO, GO! 2: 
DINOSAUR DASH
MO FARAH, WITH KES GRAY 
KEY NOTE
An exciting new fiction series from bestselling author 
Kes Gray and Olympic gold medal winner Mo Farah – it 
will get kids reading, and running too!

SYNOPSIS 
It’s a beautiful bright Sunday morning in the park. Mo and his friends 
can’t decide where to run. Mo suggests they run like they never have 
before – backwards, with their eyes closed! 

When they open their eyes, the park looks different. They have run 
backwards in time – to prehistoric times, before dinosaurs were 
extinct. Mo and his friends are chased by T-Rexes, Pterodactyls and 
Gigantosauruses. Luckily, a pre-historic scarecrow scares them off. But 
now, cavemen with giant Stone Age clubs have spotted their trainers 
and like the look of them. 

Mo instructs his friends to follow him up a mountain. They reach the 
top, just as they realise the mountain is a volcano about to erupt. The 
friends hold hands and run backwards again. They’re not up to their 
necks in lava, but in daffodils – the friends are back in the park at  
long last!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Mo’s inexhaustible spirit and Kes Gray’s invaluable writing 

experience are a great combination

• This is a series encouraging reading and exercise

• Features engaging black-and-white illustrations throughout

• Kes Gray is the winner of the Red House Children’s Book Award 
and bestselling author of books such as Eat Your Peas

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Kes Gray lives in Witham, Essex, with his wife, family and assortment 
of animals. Voted by the Independent as one of the top ten children’s 
authors only a year after publishing his first book, he is now a 
bestselling author.

Sir Mo Farah was born in Mogadishu, Somalia in 1983. He moved 
to England at the age of eight, where his PE teacher spotted his 
potential as a runner. Mo won gold in the 10,000m at the London 
Olympic Games. He lives in Portland, Oregon.
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EARLY READER: THE 
SLEEPOVER

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 64pp

WORD COUNT: 1,000

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £4.99

PUB DATE: May 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Curtis Brown 

LAUREN PEARSON, 
ILLUSTRATED BY RICHARD WATSON

KEY NOTE
A story for young readers about sleepovers, friendship 
and overcoming worries.

SYNOPSIS 
Clark is desperate to have his very first sleepover. His sister Camilla has 
them ALL the time! But he’s a little bit nervous about it, too … until 
the night he meets his unlikely new friend, Johnny. 

Would you have a sleepover with a spider?

Early Readers are stepping stones from picture books to reading 
books. A blue Early Reader is perfect for sharing and reading together. 
A red Early Reader is the next step on your reading journey.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Perfect for beginner readers or for reading out loud

• Full colour illustrations on every page

• Themes of friendship and overcoming worries at a young age 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Lauren Pearson was born and raised in Akron, Ohio, and attend-
ed Duke University. Now, Lauren lives in North London with her  
husband and two kids, and is the author of the Crabtree School series for  
children. She lives her life surrounded by small people and their 
books, and she wouldn’t have it any other way.

Richard grew up in a small village in North Lincolnshire, and studied 
illustration at Lincoln University School of Art and Design. He main-
ly produces his artwork digitally but occasionally mixes traditional  
drawing and painting with collage and mixed media. He loves visiting 
galleries, watching films, and music.
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SECRET PRINCESSES: 
SERIES 5
ROSIE BANKS

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB 

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm 

EXTENT: Book 1: 176pp; Books 2, 3 & 
4: 128pp

WORD COUNT: 10,000–12,000

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £4.99

PUB DATE: June 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 25

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Afrikaans, Castilian, 
Catalan, Danish, French, Hebrew, 
Hungarian, Indonesian, Latvian, 
Portuguese (PT),  Russian, Turkish, 
Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hothouse Fiction

SERIES ONE:

SERIES TWO:

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB 

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm 

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 12,000

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: September 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hothouse Fiction

SECRET PRINCESSES 
SPECIAL: PRINCESS 
PROM
ROSIE BANKS

KEY NOTE
An extra-long, extra-special book about two best friends 
who become magical princesses! 

SYNOPSIS 

In the last book in the Secret Princesses series Charlotte and Mia are 
finally going to get their princess wands!

This book has two magical stories in one. Charlotte and Mia must 
help best friends Shelley and Kat to put on the perfect school dance. 
With lots of magical Christmas detail and one final battle with mean 
Princess Poison, this is a thrilling end to a wonderful series. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• Bumper value edition – two magical adventures in one!

• Secret Kingdom, also by Rosie Banks, has sold over 850,000  
 copies worldwide

• The last in the series; full of Christmas magic! 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Rosie Banks is the creator of the brilliant series Secret Kingdom and 
Secret Princesses. You can find out all about Secret Princesses and 
much more at the series website: www.secretprincessesbooks.co.uk.

 

KEY NOTE
Princesses, friendship, magic and fun! A gorgeous 
series about two best friends who make wishes come 
true.

SYNOPSIS 
Princess Poison has cursed the blue lagoon at Wishing Star Palace, 
where the mermaids live. Trainee Secret Princesses Charlotte and Mia 
must grant four watery wishes to save the mermaids’ home and earn 
their aquamarine combs, which will give them the power to transform 
into mermaids!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A magical series from the creator of Secret Kingdom, which has 

sold in 29 territories

• This brand-new series not only features princesses and best 
friends, but mermaids too! 

 

SERIES THREE:
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IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB 

SIZE: 198 x 129 mm 

EXTENT: 128pp

WORD COUNT: 8,000

AGE: 5+ 

PRICE: £4.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 42

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Albanian, Castilian, 
Catalan, Chinese (simplified), Czech, 
Danish, French, German, Hungarian, 
Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Latvian, 
Portuguese (BR), Portuguese (PT), 
Russian, Slovak, Spanish (LA), 
Swedish, Turkish, Ukrainian, US and 
Canadian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hothouse Fiction

SERIES ONE:

SECRET KINGDOM
ROSIE BANKS

KEY NOTE
The Secret Kingdom series is an international hit, with 
rights sold in 29 territories.

SYNOPSIS 
When best friends Jasmine, Ellie and Summer find a mysterious box, 
they are transported into a magical world – the Secret Kingdom! 

The three girls have to help King Merry and his pixie assistant Trixi 
as they try to stop mean Queen Malice and her horrid storm sprites 
from causing all kinds of trouble in the wonderful kingdom. In the 
first series, Queen Malice has hidden six enchanted thunderbolts 
around the land: undersea with the mermaids; in the beautiful, 
snowy Magic Mountain where snow brownies live; in King Merry’s 
palace; on a village high up in the clouds; and even in a valley full 
of unicorns! Summer, Ellie and Jasmine must find them before they 
ruin the beautiful land for ever.

With mermaids, unicorns, pixies and lots of other amazing magical 
creatures, these unmissable adventures are full of magic, excitement, 
friendship and fun. They are perfect for developing reading 
confidence in young readers.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Rights for Secret Kingdom have been sold in 29 territories

• Over 850,000 copies of Secret Kingdom have been sold 
worldwide

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Rosie Banks is the named author of the Secret Kingdom and Secret 
Princesses series, created and developed by Hothouse Fiction.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 176pp

WORD COUNT: 23,000

AGE: 7–9

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Book 1: April 2018; Book 2: 
September 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group 

IGUANA BOY SAVES 
THE WORLD: WITH A 
TRIPLE CHEESE PIZZA
JAMES BISHOP, ILLUSTRATED BY 
RIKIN PAREKH

KEY NOTE
The first in a hilarious new series about a boy called Dylan 
with the most disappointing superpower EVER. Perfect 
for fans of Tom Gates and My Brother is a Superhero.

SYNOPSIS  

 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• James Bishop was runner-up in the ITV Lorraine’s Top Tales  
 competition, launched to find a new voice in children’s writing

• Anarchic, hilarious text and lively illustrations make this an off-the- 
 wall treat for younger readers

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
James Bishop was inspired to write a comic-book style superhero book 
by his vast collection of comic books and the arrival of his baby.

Rikin Parekh is a children’s book illustrator. His past jobs include working 
as a film production illustrator on a monster movie. He loves pizza! 

It’s just another day for Dylan, dreaming of becoming a superhero. All 
he ever gets are hand-me-downs, including his brother’s pet iguana, 
Tumbler.

Dylan is playing outside when one of his toy cars lands on Tumbler’s 
head. The iguana says, ‘Ouch.’ It looks like Dylan has finally got a 
superpower … oh great, he can understand iguanas. 

Supervillain Celina Shufflebottom, aka Platypus Kid, kidnaps all the 
superheroes in London. Luckily, Dylan has broken out a gang of iguanas 
from the local pet shop, and they have a plan. 

The plan doesn’t work. Dylan wakes up in a cell with all the other 
superheroes. The iguanas hide in a pizza box (nobody can resist a pizza 
delivery). There is a mighty cheese battle between the platypuses and 
iguanas. The iguanas win. The superheroes are freed. Ron Strongman, 
leader of Superhero HQ London, has seen Dylan’s epic power for what 
it is. He invites Dylan to join them.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 144pp

WORD COUNT: 10,000

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Book 1: August 2018; Book 
2: January 2019; Book 3: July 2019 

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Hachette Children’s Group

NELLY THE MONSTER 
SITTER 1: THE GRERKS 
AT NO. 55
KES GRAY, ILLUSTRATED BY  
CHRIS JEVONS

KEY NOTE

Nelly isn’t scared of monsters. In fact, she babysits 
for them. From the bestselling author of Oi Frog! and  
the Daisy and the Trouble with … books comes this 
hilarious, action-packed series for fans of The Bolds and 
Barry Loser. 

SYNOPSIS   
‘If monsters are real, how come I’ve never seen one?’.

‘Because they never go out.’

‘Why don’t monsters ever go out? ’ 

‘Because they can never get a babysitter.’ 

Ever played catch with a four-eyed Grerk, or made pancakes with 
a giant orange Squurm? Nelly isn’t scared of monsters. In fact, she 
babysits for them. 

In this first story in the series, Nelly finds herself face-to-face with the 
most unusual monster she’s ever babysat … and when he escapes, 
she needs the help of her two best monster friends to find him! 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Every child loves monster stories, and these are hilarious, universal  
 and full of heart

• Covers and inside illustrations by Chris Jevons

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Kes is a bestselling, multi-award-winning author of more than 70 books 
for children. He has been noted by the Independent as one of the top 
ten children’s authors in the UK. He is the author of the bestselling Daisy 
books, including the award-winning Eat Your Peas, and Billy Bucket was 
winner of the Red House Children’s Book Award for Younger Readers.
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IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 272pp

WORD COUNT: 33,000

AGE: 7+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: June 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
The Viney Shaw Agency

GRANDMA 
DANGEROUS AND THE 
DOG OF DESTINY 
KITA MITCHELL, ILLUSTRATED BY 
NATHAN REED
KEY NOTE
A stolen dog, thirty pounds of biscuits and a hot-air 
balloon ride to Australia – nothing is dull when Grandma 
Dangerous is around!  

SYNOPSIS 
When Ollie’s explorer dad goes missing in the Australian outback, his 
health-and-safety officer mum goes off in search of him – and leaves 
Ollie in the not-so-capable hands of Grandma Dangerous. 

Grandma is fresh from stealing a dog that she claims has magical 
powers, and ready for another adventure. She decides to rescue Dad 
herself – so she, Ollie, his friend Piper and Rose the dog set off in a 
hot-air balloon across the Pacific. 

When they get there, they meet greasy hotel owner Bruce, who claims 
to know where Dad’s plane disappeared. But they soon realise he 
knows more than he is letting on – and he has Dad trapped in a 
basement, hopeful that his disappearance will get his hotel on to the 
news. Grandma, Ollie, Piper and Rose struggle to defeat Bruce and 
rescue Dad – but it’s Ollie’s tiny hamster Myrtle who sneaks up Bruce’s 
trouser leg and saves the day!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Introducing a hilarious fictional family from a talented new  
 voice in middle-grade humour

• Boys and girls aged 7–9 will fall in love with Grandma and her  
 totally unabashed, wild outlook on life

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Kita Mitchell is a film producer for Channel 4 and graduate of the Bath 
Spa MA in Writing for Young People. 

Nathan Reed has been a professional illustrator since graduating from 
Falmouth College of Arts in 2000. His latest picture book is Samson 
the Mighty Flea, written by Angela McAllister. He has been shortlisted 
for the Serco Prize for Illustration.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 15,000 

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
John Noel Management

TOTO THE NINJA CAT 
AND THE GREAT SNAKE 
ESCAPE
DERMOT O’LEARY, ILLUSTRATED BY 
NICK EAST

KEY NOTE
Meet Toto: she’s no ordinary cat, and she can’t wait to 
have an adventure with you! A funny animal escapade 
with stunning black-and white-illustrations throughout.

SYNOPSIS 
Toto the Ninja Cat is almost totally blind, and learned her incredible 
skills from a ninja cat-master in Italy. By day, Toto and her brother Silver 
seem to be ordinary cats, but by night, they love to have adventures! 

One evening, news reaches Toto that a deadly king cobra called Brian 
has escaped from the zoo. Together, with help from a very posh rat 
and two hungry tigers, Toto and Silver must investigate. Can they stop 
the giant snake, before he eats all the animals in town? Their journey 
takes them on the Animal Tube, through the dark zoo itself and on to 
a rat city in the sewers. They discover that Brian doesn’t want to eat 
everybody after all – he just wants to find his girlfriend! Toto and Silver 
help Brian track her down, rescue her and get them both back to the 
zoo, and all before sunrise.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Bestselling title – UK sales exceeded 45,000 copies in the first 

three months

• Perfect for reading aloud or for children to curl up with and  
read alone

• Toto is a girl cat who can do anything! The story has a strong 
message of diversity and inclusivity

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Dermot O’Leary is a well-known UK broadcaster and appears regularly 
on television and on the radio, most notably as the presenter of The X 
Factor. This is the first book he has written for children. He says: ‘The 
idea first came to me when my wife and I rescued two stray cats from 
an olive grove in Italy. One of them, Toto, has been blind from birth, 
but we quickly realised she had ninja-like reactions. Like a lot of cat 
owners (or cat servants), we like to imagine our pets having secret 
lives when we’re out or asleep. So before I knew it I was writing about 
Toto and her brother Silver’s nocturnal adventures around London.’
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 190 x 150 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 11,300

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: April 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 5

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Catalan, 
Chinese (simplified), Dutch, French, 
Hebrew, Icelandic, Italian, Korean, 
Macedonian, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese (PT), Romanian, Russian, 
Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Curtis Brown

KING FLASHYPANTS 
4: AND THE BOO-HOO 
WITCHES
ANDY RILEY

KEY NOTE
The fourth in the hilarious children’s series by a 
bestselling, Emmy award-winning film and TV comedy 
writer and cartoonist.

SYNOPSIS 
 
King Edwin always thought Minister Jill was a bit boring, like most 
grown-ups. But she has a secret, and it’s buried in the Weird Meadow 
in Edwinland. Edwin and Megan the Jester go to the meadow and find 
a magic wand! They accidentally cast a spell. 

Jill confesses that her mum used to be a wicked Boo-Hoo Witch, 
whose power grows when people cry sad tears. Only happy tears can 
melt their wands. When Jill was little, the Boo-Hoo Witches tried to 
turn her into one of them, but she escaped – until now.

The spell brings the witches to Edwinland, where they kidnap Jill. 
Edwin and Megan go on a sea quest to rescue her. When they find 
Jill, imprisoned by the witches, Edwin realizes how much he loves his 
minister. He sings her a song about it and Jill cries happy tears, melting 
the witches’ wands and freeing them all. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Andy Riley’s books for adults, including The Bunny Suicides, have 

sold over 1.5 million copies worldwide, and have been published 
in 18 territories

• An Emmy award-winning author/illustrator with impressive 
comedy-writing credentials

• ‘Brilliantly original and hilarious. It’s nearly as good as one of  
my books.’ David Walliams

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Andy Riley is an Emmy award-winning comedy writer, whose credits 
include Gnomeo and Juliet, the television adaptations of David 
Walliams’ Gangsta Granny and The Boy in the Dress, and Veep. Andy 
had the idea for King Flashypants when he was hiking in Ireland and 
following a map with weird and fascinating facts. He decided to write a 
book set in a magical fantasy landscape, so he could have a map with 
weird and fascinating facts at the start.

STOREY STREET 
4: SCAREDY CAT, 
SCAREDY CAT

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
United Agents

PHIL EARLE, ILLUSTRATED BY  
SARA OGILVIE 

KEY NOTE
An hilarious and moving novel about courage and grief 
– with a hint of magic!

SYNOPSIS 
Kay Catt has a nickname – Scaredy Catt. And with good reason. You’ve 
never met a more timid, anxious girl in your life. And when you meet 
her dad, you’ll start to understand why. 

But when a mysterious old man is spotted on Storey Street, it heralds 
the start of a great adventure for Kay. Because Wilf Wilkinson isn’t 
your average cardigan-wearing, sherbet lemon-sucking old codger. Oh 
no. Wilf wears a cloak, and a strange pointy hat, and his walking stick 
looks suspiciously like an over-sized wand. 

Wilf couldn’t be a wizard … could he?

 KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• Warm, funny, middle-grade fiction perfect for even the most 
reluctant reader

• ‘One funny, fabulous BLAST of a book.’ Liz Pichon, author of Tom 
Gates, on Demolition Dad

• ‘The funniest book I’ve read this year’ Katherine Rundell on 
Demolition Dad

• Perfect for fans of Roald Dahl, Liz Pichon and David Walliams

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Phil Earle has had jobs as a care worker in a residential kids’ home 
and a bookseller, and now works as the sales and marketing director 
for David Fickling Books. He lives in West Yorkshire.

Sara Ogilvie is a Waterstones Children’s Book Prize shortlisted 
illustrator.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 144pp

WORD COUNT: 10,000

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Books 1–5: published; Books 
6 and 7: publishing from April 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 7

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, German, 
Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Hachette Children’s Group

EVIE’S MAGIC 
BRACELET SERIES
JESSICA ENNIS-HILL,  
WITH ELEN CALDECOTT

KEY NOTE
Discover this magical, exciting series – inspirational 
stories of friendship and determination from a new star 
in children’s writing! 

SYNOPSIS 

  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Main character Evie is determined and driven, an inspiration for  
 kids everywhere

• There are 7 books in this illustrated series, with plenty of sports,  
 activity and fitness throughout

• Over 40,000 copies sold since launch in March 2017

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jessica Ennis-Hill grew up in Sheffield with her parents and younger 
sister. She has been World and European heptathlon champion, won 
gold at the London 2012 Olympics and silver at Rio 2016. She continues 
to train in Sheffield and reads stories to her son every night.

Elen Caldecott lives in Bristol with her husband and her dog, Peggy. 
She has written several warm, funny books about ordinary children 
doing extraordinary things. 

Evie lives with her mum, dad and sister – plus their chocolate Labrador 
Myla and their cat Luna. 

One morning she gets a special parcel in the post from her Grandma 
Iris in Jamaica. Inside layers of tissue and colourful ribbons is a 
beautiful bracelet! 

And the bracelet isn’t just beautiful … it shows Evie that there’s magic 
everywhere, if she can just find out how to use it. 

With a bit of determination and some help from her friends, Evie’s 
ready to have some magical adventures.

In the first book, Evie settles in to her new school and discovers that 
the bracelet lets her talk to animals – saving her new friends from an 
angry unicorn!

Jessica Ennis-Hill has worked alongside experienced author Elen 
Caldecott to create this sparkling seven-book series. 

KNIGHT IN TRAINING 
SERIES 
VIVIAN FRENCH,  
ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID MELLING

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 128pp

WORD COUNT: 8,000

AGE: 7+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Basque, Castilian, 
Catalan, Dutch, Hungarian, Italian, 
Russian, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

KEY NOTE
Sam dreams of being a knight – but first he has to 
complete six quests! A funny and enchanting series 
inspired by worldwide hit The Kiss That Missed.

SYNOPSIS 
Sam J. Butterbiggins’ only ambition is to be a Very Noble Knight, but 
he has a problem – he’s been packed off to the castle next door to stay 
with his aunt and uncle while his parents are away. 

Not only does he have to put up with his annoying cousin Prune, 
there are also the weird creatures his aunt looks after in her Luxury 
Accommodation for Dragons, Griffins and other Regal Beasts to 
contend with! 

But when Godfrey the dragon gets stuck down a well, Sam and Prune 
have to work together to come to the rescue. Inside the well they 
make an incredible discovery – a scroll giving instructions on the six 
quests to be completed in order to become a knight! 

Over the course of the series, Sam completes six tasks in his quest 
to achieve his dream. Children everywhere will love the humour, 
adventure and wish-fulfilment in these beautifully illustrated stories. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Simple, strong concept – six steps to becoming a knight, in six 

hilarious stories

• By the illustrator of the bestselling Hugless Douglas and the 
author of the globally successful Tiara Club series. Sales of 
Hugless Douglas stand at over 1.5 million copies in 26 territories

• ‘Vivian French is a sublime storyteller’ Sunday Telegraph

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Vivian French has won many awards, and is consistently one of the top 
30 most-borrowed authors from UK libraries. 

David Melling’s picture books have sold all over the world and the first 
book in his young fiction series, Stone Goblins, was shortlisted for the 
Waterstones Prize. David has also worked as an animation artist for 
films, including the much-loved Father Christmas by Raymond Briggs. 
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THE INVINCIBLE TONY 
SPEARS 3: LOST IN 
SPACE

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 181 x 129 mm

EXTENT: 224pp

WORD COUNT: 10,000

AGE: 6+ 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: August 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Korean, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

NEAL LAYTON

KEY NOTE
A funny and heartwarming series about a boy called Tony 
Spears and his adventures on board a spaceship called 
the Invincible, from a prize-winning author/illustrator. 

SYNOPSIS 
Tony likes having a new baby sister, Tara, but sometimes he just wants 
peace and quiet. Luckily, he has his own spaceship. He sets off, but 
soon hears strange gurgling noises. His communicator is missing – his 
baby sister must have it! 

Tony instructs the computer to fly home, but Tara has pressed the 
MICRO button and the spaceship has shrunk. They fly in through the 
bedroom window. It’s chaos. Tony’s stepdad thinks the spaceship is a 
fly and tries to swat it. Then Tony’s mum accidentally presses the TIME 
MANIPULATION button. 

Tony travels back in time to the BIG BANG. He’s hungry and his 
friend Chandra is coming for tea, so he has to find a way back!  
With Chandra’s help, along with some creatures called Blue Bloos,  
a time-travel scientist and the cheese from Tony’s fridge, he might  
just make it. 

 KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• A hilarious, illustrated space adventure, perfect for the early reader

• Created by the award-winning Neal Layton, whose bestselling 
books include Stanley’s Stick, Oscar and Arabella, the Mammoth 
Academy series, The Story of Stars and many more

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Neal Layton has illustrated more than 60 books to date, working with 
authors such as Michael Rosen and Cressida Cowell. His books are 
currently in print in more than 16 territories worldwide. 

MAMMOTH ACADEMY 
SERIES
NEAL LAYTON

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 160pp

WORD COUNT: 6,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Japanese, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

KEY NOTE
A fun and exciting series featuring Neal Layton’s classic, 
lovable mammoths, Oscar and Arabella. Join them as 
they start school at the Mammoth Academy. 

SYNOPSIS 
There comes a point in every young mammoth’s life when it’s time to 
grow up a bit and join the Mammoth Academy. Oscar and his sister, 
Arabella, are starting their first year.

Arabella loves school, but Oscar is finding it more difficult to get used 
to. Oscar doesn’t like schoolwork, but he does love learning outdoor 
sports and he fast becomes best friends with Fox. 

When the school cook’s oranges are stolen, Oscar is blamed. Luckily, 
he spots some mysterious tracks. With Fox, Oscar sets out to nail the 
real culprits: the brutish humans. The humans have gathered on a 
snowy mountain to launch an attack on the Academy. Oscar uses his 
newly invented skateboard to speed down the mountainside and stop 
the humans. Oscar finally gains a good reputation at school. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Fun and scribbly illustrations dominate nearly every spread

• ‘Short pacy chapters provide laugh-out-loud humour.’ School 
Librarian

• Created by the award-winning Neal Layton, whose bestselling 
books include Stanley’s Stick, the Emily Brown series and The 
Story of Stars

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Neal lives in Portsmouth with his wife and children. He loves living by 
the seaside. Neal’s studio is a room in his house where he can make 
as much mess as he likes.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 7+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 8

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Czech, Danish, 
German, Hungarian, Icelandic, 
Norwegian, Slovakian, Turkish, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Plum Pudding

MARIELLA MYSTERY 
INVESTIGATES SERIES
KATE PANKHURST

KEY NOTE
Mariella Mystery is a totally amazing detective 
aged nine (and a bit), who is able to solve the most 
mysterious mysteries and perplexing problems, even 
before breakfast.

SYNOPSIS 
Mariella and her detective friends, Poppy and Violet, aka the Mystery 
Girls, solve a variety of weird and wonderful crimes in their local 
town of Puddleford. 

Written with accessible humour and integrated with lively illustrations 
throughout, Mariella Mystery Investigates is a diary-format series 
full of adventure, mystery and friendship, perfect for fans of Dork 
Diaries, Clarice Bean and Tom Gates.

The eight titles in the series are: The Ghostly Guinea Pig, A Cupcake 
Conundrum, The Huge Hair Scare, The Curse of the Pampered 
Poodle, The Spaghetti Yeti, A Kitty Calamity, The Disappearing Dinner 
Lady and The Mystic Moustache.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Rights sold in 10 territories

• Kate has illustrated for high-profile authors such as Judy Blume, 
Anne Fine, Holly Webb and Ian Whybrow

• Perfectly pitched, funny mysteries in an accessible, fun diary 
format

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Since graduating from the University of Central Lancashire, Kate 
Pankhurst has worked as an author and illustrator, winning the 
Macmillan Prize for Picture Book Illustration. Kate lives and works 
in Leeds.

THE TRAPDOOR 
MYSTERIES: A STICKY 
SITUATION / THE SCENT 
OF DANGER

IMPRINT: Little, Brown Books for Young  
Readers

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 16,000

AGE: 7–9

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: February 2018 / June 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Eve White Agency

ABIE LONGSTAFF, ILLUSTRATED BY 
JAMES BROWN

KEY NOTE
A brave young girl and her pet squirrel solve mysteries, 
using code-breaking and a secret library. Gorgeously 
illustrated throughout.

SYNOPSIS 
Ten-year-old Tally lives in Mollett Manor, working as a servant. She 
sleeps in a scullery sink and dreams of the mother she barely 
remembers. Her only friend is Squill, a pet squirrel. But one day, she 
discovers a trapdoor to a magical underground library which changes 
her life for ever.

In A Sticky Situation, thieves break in and steal Lord Mollett’s most 
valued treasures. Tally and Squill are determined to solve the crime. As 
they look for solutions in the secret library, spiders come to life in the 
air above them, spinning magical webs, and that gives Tally an idea …

In The Scent of Danger, Lord and Lady Mollett’s new puppy, Widdles, 
is kidnapped, and Tally and Squill discover how a bloodhound uses 
its extra-sensitive nose. With some magical assistance, Tally makes a 
super-nose of her own to track the burglar and rescue the pup.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Abie Longstaff has sold over 200,000 books in the UK alone

• Something for everyone – mystery, humour, magic, a family 
secret, lots of animals and codes that the readers can help solve

• Perfect for animal lovers – in each story Tally solves the crime 
with the help of an animal’s natural talent – like the bloodhound’s 
amazing sense of smell

• Books 3 and 4 to come in 2019

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Abie Longstaff is the bestselling and award-winning author of The 
Fairytale Hairdresser (Corgi, Random House). The Trapdoor Mysteries 
series builds on her successful career as a picture book author, taking 
her readers into young fiction.
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9–12 FICTION: SERIES

THE WIZARDS OF ONCE by Cressida Cowell 32

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON by Cressida Cowell 33

CHASE / ESCAPE by Linwood Barclay 34

EMBASSY OF THE DEAD by Will Mabbitt 35 

THE TAIL OF EMILY WINDSNAP SERIES by Liz Kessler  36 

A BLEAKLEY BROTHERS MYSTERY: WHAT MANOR OF MURDER? 37   

by Christopher William Hill 

ROSE RAVENTHORPE INVESTIGATES 3: HOUNDS AND HAUNTINGS 38

by Janine Beacham

SPY MASTER SERIES by Jan Burchett and Sara Vogler 39

ARTHUR: THE SEEING STONE TRILOGY by Kevin Crossley-Holland 40

THE ERTH DRAGONS 3: THE NEW AGE by Chris D’Lacey 41

SECRET BREAKERS SERIES by H.L. Dennis 42 

THE FAIRY DETECTIVE AGENCY 1: OPERATION BUNNY by Sally Gardner 43  

THE WORLD OF NORM: MAY CONTAIN NUTS by Jonathan Meres 44

PEGASUS AND THE FLAME by Kate O’Hearn 45 

DOLPHIN ISLAND SERIES by Jenny Oldfield 46

GHOSTS OF SHANGHAI SERIES by Julian Sedgwick 47 

ELF GIRL AND RAVEN BOY SERIES by Marcus Sedgwick 48

RAVEN MYSTERIES SERIES by Marcus Sedgwick 49  

THE WHITE GIRAFFE by Lauren St John 50 

IMPRINT: Quercus Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 185 x 135 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 16,000

AGE: 7+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 5

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Catalan, Czech, 
Danish, German, Hebrew, Norwegian, 
Portuguese (PT), Slovak, Turkish, US, 
Welsh

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Jo Unwin Literary Agency

WILF THE MIGHTY 
WORRIER SERIES
GEORGIA PRITCHETT, 
ILLUSTRATED BY JAMIE LITTLER

KEY NOTE
Wilf saves the universe in a madcap alien adventure for 
little worriers everywhere. 

SYNOPSIS 
Wilf is a little boy who worries. A lot. 
It doesn’t help that Wilf’s new next-door neighbour, Alan, is the most 
evil man in the Universe. And Alan has a ridiculous yet still Quite Evil 
plan – destroy the planet while all the world’s leaders are distracted by 
a meeting in London. Only Wilf can stop him. But can he overcome 
his fears?

Together with his little sister, Wilf travels to London. After a bit 
of sightseeing, he enlists the help of the world’s leaders, but soon 
finds out they’re useless. Putting all worries aside, Wilf grabs Alan’s 
enormous Big Gun Thingy just as he is about to shoot. A thrilling 
chase scene ends with Wilf destroying the Big Gun Thingy to raucous 
applause from the ever so grateful people of London.

Madcap humour, accessible text and riotous illustrations throughout 
make this series a joy for young readers.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Shortlisted for the Scholastic Laugh Out Loud Award 2016 –  
 a prize for the funniest book of the year

• UK sales of more than 50,000 copies

• ‘A lively, funny story.’ Jacqueline Wilson

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Georgia Pritchett is a writer for a number of TV comedies including 
Veep, Miranda and Wallace and Gromit. She lives in London. 

Jamie Littler is an award-winning, bestselling illustrator of many 
successful books for children, including the Hamish series. He lives 
in London. 
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THE WIZARDS OF ONCE
CRESSIDA COWELL 

KEY NOTE

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB 

SIZE: 243 x 153 mm

EXTENT:  384pp

WORD COUNT: 30,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £12.99

PUB DATE: Book 1: published; Book 2: 
September 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA

RIGHTS SOLD: Albanian, Afrikaans, 
Castilian, Catalan, Chinese (complex), 
Chinese (simplified), Czech, Dutch, 
Estonian, French, German, Greek, 
Hebrew, Hungarian, Icelandic, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese (BR), 
Portuguese (PT), Romanian, Russian, 
Slovak, Swedish, Turkish, Ukrainian, 
Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
David Higham Associates

The magical new adventure series from the multi-
million-copy selling author of How to Train Your Dragon.

SYNOPSIS 
Once there was Magic, and the Magic lived in the dark forests. Wizards 
were Magic and Warriors were not. This is the story of a young boy 
Wizard, and a young girl Warrior, who have been taught to hate each 
other like poison. 

Wizard Xar has still not come into his magic, so he is on a quest to 
find a Witch and steal its magic for himself. But he is about to capture 
a different kind of enemy, a Warrior girl named Wish. In the middle of 
the Badwoods, the fate of the land is changed for ever.

Wish is in possession of an enchanted Iron Sword and when a single 
drop of green Witchblood appears on it, Xar pierces his skin to become 
Magic. Later, at Wizard Fort, a deadly Witch appears. Wish kills it using 
her Iron Sword, but not before a drop of Witchblood falls on to Xar’s 
beloved sprite, Squeezjoos, putting him into a sleeping coma. 

Xar realises how bad Witchblood really is. He must go against the Rules 
of the Wizards to visit the famous Stone-that-Takes-Away-Magic, locked 
deep within the dungeons at Warrior Fort. But to get to the Stone, Xar 
and Wish must first face the evil Queen.  

And something that has been sleeping for hundreds of years is stirring.

In book two, coming soon: Xar and Wish must cast aside their 
differences once more – for an Evil Spell has broken free and it’s up 
to them to find the ingredients. Even if it means entering the Druid’s 
Castle unannounced …

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• DreamWorks Animation have acquired film rights

• Cressida Cowell’s How to Train Your Dragon books have sold 
over 8 million copies in 37 territories around the world

• ‘The fantasy world and quest-driven plot are a triumph.’ Fiona 
Noble, The Bookseller

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Cressida Cowell grew up in London and on a small, remote island off 
the west coast of Scotland where she spent her time writing stories, 
fishing, and exploring. She is married with three children and lives in 
London.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 8+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 12

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Afrikaans, Bulgarian, 
Castilian, Chinese (simplified), Czech, 
Dutch, Estonian, French, Georgian, 
German, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Latvian, Polish, 
Portuguese (PT), Romanian, Russian, 
Slovak, Spanish (LA), Swedish, 
Turkish, Ukrainian, Vietnamese 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
David Higham Associates

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON 
CRESSIDA COWELL

KEY NOTE
The first book in the 8 million-selling series that 
inspired the hit DreamWorks film franchise. The third 
film is due for release in 2019.

SYNOPSIS 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a 
longish name. Hiccup’s father is chief of the Hairy Hooligan tribe, 
which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan 
throne – but most of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, 
finding it hard to be a Hero. 

Hiccup and his friend Fishlegs are about to be initiated into the Tribe 
of the Hairy Hooligans. To join the tribe, the boys must enter a cave 
full of dragons, catch one and train it to be their pet.

Hiccup finds a basic brown dragon and puts it in his basket, but 
Fishlegs wants a cool dragon. He yanks one from underneath a pile 
of Nadder dragons and then lets out a sneeze, waking the dragons 
up. The boys escape just in time. Fishlegs complains to Hiccup that 
he hasn’t caught a dragon, so Hiccup gives him the basic brown and 
bravely re-enters the cave, taking the first dragon he can find.

Back on safe land, Hiccup opens his basket and is dismayed to see 
the smallest common dragon he has ever seen. Will Hiccup the 
Useless and his dragon, Toothless, be able to prove everyone wrong?

This is book one of the hilarious twelve-book series that has rocked 
the world. Spawning a billion-dollar film franchise, as well as a TV 
series, a live-action show and animatronic dragons, How to Train 
Your Dragon represents one of the cornerstones of twenty-first-
century writing for children.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• ‘One of the greatest inventions of modern children’s literature’ 

Guardian

• Bursting with swashbuckling action, mad-cap humour, and lots of 
deadly dragons, it’s perfect for boys and reluctant readers

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Cressida Cowell grew up in London and on a small, remote island off 
the west coast of Scotland. She was convinced there were dragons 
living on this island, and has been fascinated by them ever since.
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EMBASSY OF THE DEAD 
WILL MABBITT, ILLUSTRATED BY 
CHRIS MOULD

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 304pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Book 1: June 2018; Book 2: 
January 2019; Book 3: July 2019

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Bell, Lomax, Moreton Agency

KEY NOTE
Welcome to the Embassy of the Dead. Leave Your Life at 
the Door. (Thanks.)

SYNOPSIS 
The first book in a darkly comic new series, where the living meet the 
dead and survival is a race against time.

When Jake accidentally receives a deathly calling card (by way of a 
severed finger in a box) he summons a Grim Reaper, Mawkins, who 
wants to drag him to the Eternal Void.

With Mawkins closing in, Jake is alone and scared when he makes a 
spooky discovery: he can see and speak to ghosts. He asks for help and 
is told to find the Embassy of the Dead. His only hope of survival is to 
become an ‘Undoer’ – someone who helps ghosts cross over into the 
Afterlife – and then gain the protection of the Embassy. 

Jake and his ghostly gang (a grumpy butler, a determined schoolgirl 
and a cunning fox) set off to find a willing spirit to Undo, but what they 
don’t know is that the Embassy has troubles of its own and may not be 
the safe haven James is hoping for …

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A high-concept, pacy and comedic new series – perfect for fans of  
 Skulduggery Pleasant and Who Let the Gods Out

• A strong series identity and stand-out package, illustrated by the  
 phenomenally talented Chris Mould, will ensure a book all  
 readers will want to pick up

• Will Mabbitt’s previous young fiction series, The Unlikely  
 Adventures of Mabel Jones, has sold in 14 languages

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Will Mabbitt has an overactive imagination. It used to get him in trouble 
but, luckily, now it’s his job. He lives with his family on the south coast 
of England.

Chris Mould is an award-winning illustrator whose work includes  
picture books and fiction, animation and satirical cartoons for national 
newspapers. He is the illustrator of the A Boy Called Christmas series 
by Matt Haig. 

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm 

EXTENT: 256pp

WORD COUNT: 50,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published / April 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: German, Polish, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/
TV: Helen Heller Agency

CHASE / ESCAPE
LINWOOD BARCLAY

KEY NOTE
Don’t stop running … Internationally bestselling 
Linwood Barclay’s first thriller series for kids – an edge-
of-your-seat adventure that keeps you guessing every 
step of the way.

SYNOPSIS 
Chipper is a very special dog – he’s been genetically engineered into 
a spy dog that can go where human spies can’t. Just one problem: 
it hasn’t fully worked. Chipper is still distracted by squirrels and 
interesting smells and wants to go back to being a normal dog. When 
he realises that the organisation that created him, The Institute, is 
going to terminate him, he escapes.

12-year-old Jeff was just a normal boy, until his parents disappeared 
and Chipper showed up. With The Institute after Chipper, Jeff gets 
caught up in the chase, and soon they’re both running for their lives.

Unfortunately, The Institute has a new project: genetically engineered 
spy kids. When Jeff’s friend Emily and his old dog Pepper are captured, 
Jeff and Chipper have no choice but to head right for the organisation 
that’s been after them for so long. Luckily, with Emily’s ingenuity, 
Jeff’s bravery and Chipper’s spy skills, they manage to defeat The 
Institute and turn off Chipper’s spy technology so he can enjoy life as 
the normal dog he was always meant to be. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Linwood Barclay is an international bestselling author with over  
 17 published novels and UK sales of 2.5 million copies

• His books have sold more than 5 million copies worldwide

• ‘My idea of a sweet ride is three days of rain, a fridge full of   
 snacks, and a new Linwood Barclay.’ Stephen King

• Boy and dog friendship meets action-packed adventure – a   
 combination with real bite!

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Linwood Barclay is an American-born Canadian author. Chipper 
was the name of Linwood’s own childhood dog, and the setting for 
the Chase series was inspired by Linwood’s teen years spent at his 
parents’ cabin resort.
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A BLEAKLEY BROTHERS 
MYSTERY: WHAT MANOR 
OF MURDER? 
CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM HILL

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 256pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
MBA Literary Agency

KEY NOTE
A classic mystery tale, full of Dahl-esque humour.

SYNOPSIS 
Twin brothers Eustace and Horatio are off to stay with their aunt, uncle 
and assorted eccentric relatives during the school holidays, and are 
expecting to have a thoroughly boring time. But then they hear rumours 
about Old Bramble Head – a mysterious and sinister creature who 
preys on the living on Michaelmas Eve. Sure enough, before they’ve 
been at Bleakley Manor a day, an inspector arrives and announces that 
their uncle, Colonel Theodore Bleakley, has been found dead. Could it 
be the work of Old Bramble Head, or is the murderer in their midst? 

All the clues seem to point to the guilt of Percival, the footman, and 
it seems like the case is sewn up. But then Eustace discovers a secret 
passageway that incriminates another member of the party. The boys 
solve the mystery and discover that – as is the way with most murder 
mystery stories – the butler always did it.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• For fans of Lemony Snicket and Robin Stevens, this story is a  
 perfect blend of mystery and dark humour

• ‘Fans of Roald Dahl and Chris Priestly will savour every gruesome  
 drop of this stylish, grisly and original comedy.’ The Times on Tales  
 from Schwartzgarten

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Christopher William Hill is an award-winning playwright and writer  
for stage and radio. He is a huge fan of mystery novels, and loved 
channelling his inner Agatha Christie when writing about the Bleakley 
Brothers.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 9

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Czech, French, German, Greek, 
Portuguese (BR), Russian, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Felicity Bryan Associates

THE TAIL OF EMILY 
WINDSNAP SERIES
LIZ KESSLER

KEY NOTE
The must-read mermaid series for girls. This New York 
Times bestselling series has sold over 5 million copies 
worldwide.

SYNOPSIS 
Emily Windsnap lives on a boat, but her mother has always been 
oddly anxious to keep her out of the water. It is only when Emily has 
her first school swimming lesson that she discovers why: as soon as 
she gets into the water, she grows a tail!

Surrounded by new mermaid friends, Emily discovers a thrilling 
underwater world of shipwrecks, castles, sea monsters and sirens. 

This enchanting fantasy deals with universal themes of family, 
friendship, love and justice and is a must-read series for mermaid 
fans aged 8+.

The seventh book in the series, Emily Windsnap and the Falls of 
Forgotten Island, is publishing in March 2018.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• Perfect for middle-grade girls with a love of magic and adventure

• Rights for Liz Kessler’s books have sold in 26 territories

• A stunning new cover look launching in March 2018, supported by 
a major marketing campaign

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Liz Kessler studied English at Loughborough University, has worked 
as a teacher and a journalist, and has an MA in Creative Writing from 
Manchester Metropolitan University. She lives in Cornwall.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
The Agency

SPY MASTER SERIES
JAN BURCHETT AND SARA VOGLER

KEY NOTE
An exciting spy series set in Tudor England, amid the 
intrigue and danger of Henry VIII’s royal court.

SYNOPSIS 

When young Jack Briars becomes an apprentice to King Henry VIII’s 
spy master, Thomas Cromwell, he is disappointed to be given the 
boring duties of a clerk. But the King’s enemies are everywhere. 

Soon Jack is secretly recruited as a member of Cromwell’s spy task-
force and facing more adventure and intrigue than he bargained for. 
Along with new friend Cat Thimblebee, Jack finds himself caught  
up in dangerous and dark plots. If he wants to stay alive and in  
favour, he will need to learn the arts of stealth, disguise and 
deception – and fast! 

A rip-roaring spy adventure series that brings history to life.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• An exciting and action-packed series set in the Tudor court of 

King Henry VIII, featuring real historical figures, including Thomas 
Cromwell, Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII

• Appeals to boys and girls, plus fans of history and adventure alike

• Jan and Sara have contributed to the bestselling Beast Quest 
series, and together have written over 170 books for children

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jan and Sara were already friends when one day they decided they 
wanted to write children’s stories and it would be more fun to write 
them together. That was 20 years ago. Since then they’ve written 
over 170 stories – including some about ghosts, football, ghosts 
playing football and naughty gargoylz.

ROSE RAVENTHORPE 
INVESTIGATES 3: HOUNDS 
AND HAUNTINGS 
JANINE BEACHAM

IMPRINT: Little, Brown Books for Young  
Readers

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 256pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Greenhouse Literary Agency Ltd

KEY NOTE
For fans of Murder Most Unladylike, a Victorian-era  
mystery full of murder, intrigue and just a touch of magic.

SYNOPSIS 
The city of Yorke is in a panic. There’s been a murder! Is an ancient 
ghost-hound called the Barghest on the loose?

Rose Raventhorpe, her friend Orpheus and the secret society of butlers 
search for clues in the dark, on the mist-covered moors and atop the 
ancient walls of the city. Rose believes that the villain is human, and 
with the help of a reclusive author, she sets a trap …

… and catches one of the very policemen assigned to solve the case! 
Grief-stricken by the loss of his wife and baby in a train accident, he had 
set out to punish the man he deemed responsible – the mayor of the 
city – by bringing back the myth of the Barghest. Luckily, he’s caught 
before he gets the chance to harm the mayor’s daughter, and Rose and 
her friends are the heroes of the day.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• First series from an author longlisted for the 2015 Bath Children’s  
 Novel Award

• Three books in this magical middle-grade series perfect for fans of  
 Robin Stevens and Katherine Woodfine

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
A former journalist, Janine was inspired to write the Rose Raventhorpe 
stories after a childhood experience when she entered a competition 
to have a butler. Her mum told her there was no place for butlers on 
their farm, and from that moment on Janine was determined to have a 
butler in her life … one day. Janine lives on the Gold Coast in Australia.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 352pp

WORD COUNT: 65,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD:  Dutch, Slovene, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
The Agency

ARTHUR: THE SEEING 
STONE TRILOGY
KEVIN CROSSLEY-HOLLAND

KEY NOTE
An award-winning, bestselling retelling of King Arthur’s 
story, from Carnegie Medal-winning Kevin Crossley-
Holland. War, romance, power and politics combine in a 
trilogy that has captivated its readers.

SYNOPSIS 
The year is 1199 and Arthur de Caldicot is living in a medieval manor. 

In The Seeing Stone, Arthur wishes to become a squire. One day, he 
is given a magical shining stone from the wizard Merlin and in this 
stone, Arthur’s namesake, the legendary King Arthur from centuries 
before, appears. His exploits seem to foretell events in young Arthur’s 
own life … 

In At the Crossing-Places, Arthur begins his career as a squire, 
accompanying his Lord on crusade. It is an exciting and bewildering 
time as he finds a warhorse, is fitted with armour and develops his 
fighting skills.

In King of the Middle March, the knights are mustering for the Fourth 
Crusade. Arthur’s experiences have opened his eyes to the realities of 
war. Looking into his stone, he realises that the exploits of King Arthur, 
like those of the crusaders, are as grim as they are glorious. 

A vivid picture of daily medieval life: epic themes of war, romance, 
family and politics shot through with the magic of Arthurian legends. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A modern classic – the first book in the trilogy won the Guardian 

Children’s Fiction Prize – with appeal to both children and adults

• Sales of over a million copies worldwide and sold in 25 territories

• Perfectly timed reissue for renewed interest in classic stories such 
as King Arthur

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Kevin Crossley-Holland is an award-winning and bestselling author. 
He is a poet, historical novelist for children and authority on traditional 
tales. He won the Carnegie Medal in 1985 for Storm and the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Prize for The Seeing Stone. Crossley-Holland lives on 
the North Norfolk coast.

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 336pp

WORD COUNT: 75,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: April 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Wayward Creations

ALSO AVAILABLE:

THE ERTH DRAGONS 3: 
THE NEW AGE 
CHRIS D’LACEY

KEY NOTE
This bestselling dragon adventure reaches a gripping 
finale in this stunning third book.

SYNOPSIS 
The Erth Dragons: The Wearle launched readers into a thrilling new 
world full of powerful dragons with a culture all of their own. In the 
second book, Dark Wyng, there is a new threat from the dangerous 
black dragon, Tywyll. 

This is the powerful third book, The New Age. As the dark dragon 
returns and Ren receives unimaginable power, it’s not just Erth that 
is in danger. From the firebirds in the Great Librarium to the dragons 
in the homework of Kimera – every world is under threat. 

Chris d’Lacey finishes the Erth Dragons trilogy with an epic, 
unforgettable adventure.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Chris d’Lacey’s The Last Dragon Chronicles was an international 

success

• Thrilling adventure, incredible dragon characters and a gripping 
plot – the Erth Dragons series is perfect for fans of Game of 
Thrones and Eragon

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Chris d’Lacey is the author of the The Last Dragon Chronicles, the 
Dragons of Wayward Crescent series and the Erth Dragons series. 
He was born in Malta, and now lives in Devon with his wife, Jay, 
and about three hundred teddy bears. After graduating from York 
University with a Biology degree, he went to Leicester University 
where he worked for 28 years as a research scientist, mainly looking 
down microscopes. He now writes full time.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 20,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 5

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Bulgarian, Castilian, 
Czech, Danish, French, Norwegian, 
Romanian, Spanish (Latin America), 
Turkish, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Felicity Bryan Ltd

THE FAIRY DETECTIVE 
AGENCY 1: OPERATION 
BUNNY
SALLY GARDNER,
ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID ROBERTS

KEY NOTE
A detective story brimming with mystery and magic 
from Carnegie Award-winning author Sally Gardner, with 
illustrations from David Roberts.

SYNOPSIS 
Emily Vole makes headline news in the first weeks of her life, when she 
is found in an abandoned hatbox in Stansted Airport.

Then, only a few years later, her neighbour Mrs String dies, leaving Emily 
a mysterious inheritance: an old shop, a small bunch of golden keys and 
a cat called Fidget. It’s the beginning of an adventure of a lifetime as the 
old Fairy Detective Agency comes back to life.

It is up to Emily to reopen the shop and recall the fairies to duty. Together 
they must embark on their first mystery and do battle with their great 
fairy-snatching enemy, Harpella, to stop her from turning everyone into 
bunny rabbits.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Carnegie and Costa-winning author who combines the charm of 
 traditional fairy tales with unconventional fairies and a lively   
 modern heroine

• Sally Gardner’s UK sales exceed 1.6 million copies

• David Roberts is a New York Times bestselling illustrator, who has  
 illustrated over 150 books

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Sally Gardner is an award-winning novelist and an avid spokesperson 
for dyslexia awareness, working to change the way it is perceived by 
society. 

David Roberts is a hugely successful illustrator who has illustrated 
books by Philip Ardagh, Julia Donaldson, Jacqueline Wilson, Julian 
Clary and Chris Priestley. He’s also the creator of the Dirty Bertie series. 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 336pp

WORD COUNT: 62,600

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 

French, Portuguese (BR), Turkish
LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:
TV rights sold to Sparticles Productions

SECRET BREAKERS SERIES
H.L. DENNIS

KEY NOTE
Dare to solve one of the world’s biggest mysteries in this 
award-winning six-book adventure series featuring real 
codes, real mysteries and real danger. TV rights just sold 
to Sparticles Productions.

SYNOPSIS 
When Brodie Bray receives a coded message through the post, her life 
changes for ever. Along with a group of other talented and unusually 
skilled children, Brodie has been chosen to join a secret code-breaking 
school launched at Bletchley Park – once the top-secret home of the 
World War Two code breakers. There Brodie and her new friends learn 
about the most mysterious code in the world: the Voynich Manuscript. 
A manuscript that has never been read, full of codes never meant to 
be broken.

But as they begin to try to crack the code, it is clear that there are people 
who will do anything to stop them. Up against a global organisation 
with rules to prevent the pursuit of truth, the Secret Breakers dare to 
solve some of the world’s most mysterious codes in an adventure that 
spans the globe and time … eventually leading them to the location 
of the legendary Avalon.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• TV rights sold to Sparticles Productions, who have a reputation 

for producing ambitious live-action TV drama

• The Da Vinci Code for kids – as real codes are cracked a thrilling 
adventure takes the characters across the globe

• Engaging characters whose own development as code crackers is 
as much at the heart of the stories as the codes are

• Brilliantly original ‘puzzle-solving’ story line so the reader works 
alongside the characters to crack these real codes themselves

• Based on a real-life unbroken code known as the Voynich 
Manuscript  

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Helen Dennis was born in Brighton and was a teacher for twenty years. 
Helen now writes full time but enjoys making school visits, where she 
runs code-cracking and creative writing sessions. As well as Secret 
Breakers, Helen has written the middle-grade adventure series River 
of Ink. Her books have won a number of awards, and she has been 
nominated for the Carnegie Award.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 400pp

WORD COUNT: 75,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Hungarian, 
Indonesian, Norwegian, Polish, US, 
Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
David Higham Associates

PEGASUS AND THE 
FLAME
KATE O’HEARN

KEY NOTE
A young girl, a winged horse, and an Olympian war: 
mythology and reality collide to create a legendary 
series. Perfect for fans of Percy Jackson.

SYNOPSIS 
When Pegasus crashes on to a Manhattan roof during a terrible storm, 
thirteen-year-old Emily’s life changes for ever. Suddenly allied with a 
winged horse she’d always thought was mythical, Emily is thrust into 
the centre of a fierce battle between the Roman gods and a terrifying 
race of multi-armed stone warriors called the Nirads. Emily must team 
up with a thief named Paelen, the goddess Diana, and a mortal boy 
named Joel in order to return Pegasus to Olympus and rescue the 
gods from a certain death.

Over the course of this six-book series, Emily’s life becomes that 
of legend. She will fight monsters, run from a government agency  
hell-bent on capturing Pegasus, take captivating flights astride the 
beautiful winged-stallion – making lots of friends and saving worlds, 
both Olympian and Human, along the way! 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• This is Percy Jackson with a central female character

• Mythology, modern adventure and fantasy combine in six  
thrilling stories

• Rights have sold in 10 territories

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Kate O’Hearn was born in Canada and raised in New York. On stormy 
nights, she loved watching lightning strike the Empire State Building. 
When the storms ended, Kate found Pegasus.

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 304pp

WORD COUNT: 25,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 12

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Czech, Dutch, French, German, 
Hebrew, Latvian, Portuguese (BR), 
Portuguese (PT), Russian, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group 

THE WORLD OF NORM: 
MAY CONTAIN NUTS 
JONATHAN MERES

KEY NOTE
Welcome to The World of Norm! The bestselling series 
about a twelve-year-old boy whose life is just SO unfair.

SYNOPSIS 
Norm knew it was going to be one of those days when he woke up 
and found himself about to pee in his dad’s wardrobe … 

In their old house he’d never tried to pee in anything other than a 
toilet. And when Norm is in bed, he’s kept awake by his dad snoring 
like a constipated rhinoceros!

This brilliantly funny series follows Norm through the trials and 
tribulations of life after his dad loses his job. The family has to move 
house and economise in ways that seem SO unfair to an almost-
teenager. As if having to make do with supermarket own-brand cereal 
and toilet paper wasn’t bad enough, Norm also has two annoying 
younger brothers, parents whose idea of a good day out is a trip to 
IKEA, and a seriously irritating new neighbour. But although there’s a 
new injustice for him to deal with in every book, Norm always finds 
time to go mountain biking with his best friend, Mikey.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The World of Norm series has sold over 850,000 copies, and  
 rights have sold in 16 territories

• Fully illustrated throughout with hilarious black-and-white artwork  
 by Donough O’Malley

• Bonus short story also available – published as part of the UK’s  
 World Book Day initiative in 2016

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jonathan Meres used to be a stand-up comedian. He now writes full-
time and lives with his family in Edinburgh, Scotland.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 320pp

WORD COUNT: 62,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
David Godwin Associates

GHOSTS OF SHANGHAI 
SERIES

JULIAN SEDGWICK

KEY NOTE
Thrilling trilogy set in vibrant 1920s Shanghai, exploring 
fascinating themes such as the search for identity, the 
clash of cultures and the spiritual world.

SYNOPSIS 

Ruby is English, but has always felt more Chinese. Shanghai is beautiful 
and exciting, but it’s also driven with danger: disease, crime, espionage 
and revolution are sweeping the streets. And since the death of her 
younger brother, Ruby feels haunted by his spirit.

Faced with a series of local hauntings, Ruby forms a gang of Chinese 
and ex-pat children to hunt down restless spirits. But when her best 
friend Fei is kidnapped by a Communist gang, Ruby and Fei’s brother 
Charlie must find her with the help of the shadowy Lao Jin. 

After a dangerous crossing from the Western settlement to the 
Communist territory the children overpower the gang but lose Fei to 
the dangerous Otherworld, realm of the dead. Finding her becomes 
the quest in book two in which Ruby also discovers her feelings for 
Charlie. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• The author’s debut, The Black Dragon, was longlisted for the   
 Waterstones prize and winner of the Rotherham Book Award

• ‘Ruby is one of the best young female characters I have read in 
ten years as a bookseller’ Kenilworth Books

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
A lifelong interest in the arts and culture of China and Japan has 
influenced much of Julian’s work – he read Oriental Studies and 
Philosophy at Cambridge and has travelled widely in Japan. He lives 
in Cambridge.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 30,000

AGE: 9–12 

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Books 1 and 2: published; 
Books 3 and 4: May 2018; Books 5 
and 6: August 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

DOLPHIN ISLAND  
SERIES
JENNY OLDFIELD

KEY NOTE
Classic adventure stories from million-selling Jenny 
Oldfield – a family marooned on an island, finding 
loveable dolphins to help them survive …

SYNOPSIS 
Shipwrecked near a tiny island in a vast ocean, the Fisher family are 
guided to safety by a small pod of dolphins. Fleur, Alfie, Mia and their 
parents must learn to build shelter, find fresh water and hunt for food. 

Each of the children forms a special bond with one of the family of 
dolphins. Fleur adores the fun-loving, tail-walking Jazz. Mia names her 
dark-grey dolphin friend Stormy. And Alfie is saved from the shipwreck 
by Pearl, who always looks out for him. 

But the island is far from home and shaken by violent electric storms. 
The kids will need all the dolphins’ help if they are to survive. Over the 
six books of the series we see their attempts to escape the island, their 
close shaves with sharks, forest fire and the creatures of the jungle, 
and their ultimate rescue and tearful farewell to their dolphin friends. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Jenny Oldfield strikes gold in this exciting new 6-book  
 adventure series

• Beautiful full-page black-and-white illustrations help bring the 
island to life

• Dolphins are a perennial subject of interest, with their intelligence, 
friendship and healing relationship with humans

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jenny Oldfield writes novels for both children and adults and, when she 
can escape from her desk, likes to spend time outdoors. She loves the 
countryside and enjoys walking, gardening, playing tennis, riding and 
travelling with her two daughters. She volunteers for Autism Angels, 
which uses horses in therapy for children on the autistic spectrum. 
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240-272pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES:  6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Hungarian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

RAVEN MYSTERIES  
SERIES

MARCUS SEDGWICK,  
ILLUSTRATED BY PETE WILLIAMSON

KEY NOTE
Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their 
faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, in this gothic mystery 
from Blue Peter Award-winning team Marcus Sedgwick 
and Pete Williamson.

SYNOPSIS 

Told from the bird’s-eye view of Edgar, the resident raven, this is the 
story of the Otherhand family, who are far from normal, and their 
life in Otherhand Castle – which is distinctly strange. Edgar the raven 
cares little for the residents but, given his viewpoint, he can’t help 
noticing when things go wrong. 

And they do go very wrong indeed. In each book, Otherhand Castle, 
and all in it, is under threat … but its residents never seem to notice! 
Whether it’s a cellar full of rising floodwater, wailing from the Lost 
South Wing, a foul schoolmaster or some very suspicious blood-
hungry guests, each time it’s up to Edgar to save the residents of 
Otherhand – even when he’s saving them from themselves!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The Raven Mysteries series has sold more than 100,000 copies  
 to date and total Marcus Sedgwick sales in the UK exceed half a  
 million copies

• Lunatics and Luck, the third book in the Raven Mysteries series,  
 was selected as winner of the 2011 Blue Peter Book Award in the  
 category Most Fun Story With Pictures

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Marcus Sedgwick is a full-time author. His first novel, Floodland, won 
the Branford Boase Award for the best debut children’s novel of 2000. 
Since then his books have been shortlisted for the Guardian Children’s 
Fiction Prize, the Blue Peter Book Award, the Costa Book Award, the 
Carnegie Medal and the Edgar Allan Poe Award.

Pete Williamson is an artist, illustrator and animation designer.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 20,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES:  6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, Japanese, 
Romanian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

ELF GIRL AND RAVEN  
BOY SERIES
MARCUS SEDGWICK,  
ILLUSTRATED BY PETE WILLIAMSON

KEY NOTE
A six-book series about Elf Girl and Raven Boy’s 
humorous and spooky adventures as they battle to 
save the world from the Goblin King.

SYNOPSIS 
Raven Boy has short black spiky hair, amazing night vision and 
can talk to animals. Elf Girl is light of foot, sharp of mind and 
carries a magical bow. She hadn’t expected to meet Raven Boy; 
it’s not that often someone falls out of the trees and squashes 
your home flat like Raven Boy did. Before they know it they are 
plunged into some very strange, creepy, altogether spooky and 
hilarious adventures as they encounter trolls, ogres, witches and 
things that slither and slide.

They travel across all kinds of treacherous landscapes from Fright 
Forest to Creepy Caves, where they finally confront the evil  
Goblin King. 

And as they journey back to their forest home, Elf Girl and Raven 
Boy realise that not only have they saved the world, but they have 
also made wonderful friends along the way. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Zany humour, magical characters and fully integrated black- 
 and-white illustrations 

• Rights for Marcus Sedgwick’s books have been sold in 30  
 territories worldwide

• Total Marcus Sedgwick UK sales exceed 750,000 copies

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Marcus Sedgwick’s first book, Floodland, won the Branford Boase 
Award in 2000. Since then he has won the 2014 Printz Award 
for Midwinterblood, and his books have been shortlisted for the 
Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Blue Peter Book Award, the 
Costa Book Award, the Carnegie Medal and the Edgar Allan Poe 
Award. 

Pete Williamson is an artist, illustrator and animation designer.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 7

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Bulgarian, Chinese 
(simplified), French, German, 
Japanese, US, Vietnamese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Felicity Bryan Associates

THE WHITE GIRAFFE
LAUREN ST JOHN,  
ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID DEAN

KEY NOTE
The first of Lauren’s heartwarming White Giraffe series, 
featuring the adventures of a young orphan girl and a 
magical white giraffe.

SYNOPSIS 
When she is eleven years old, Martine is orphaned and sent to live 
with her grandmother on Sawubona game reserve in South Africa.
But her grandmother seems strangely unwelcoming, and in her new 
school Martine feels like an outsider.

Luckily, she has an ally in Tendai, one of the keepers on the reserve, 
from whom she learns the lore and survival techniques of the bush 
– and in Grace, who instantly senses there is something special 
about Martine. There are secrets about Sawubona just waiting to 
be revealed, and rumours about a fabled white giraffe, a trophy for 
hunters everywhere.

One night Martine, lonely and feeling slightly rebellious, looks out 
of her window and sees a young albino giraffe – silver and tinged 
with cinnamon in the moonlight. This is the beginning of her magical 
adventures – her discovery that she has a gift for healing, and the 
uncovering of a secret valley where she and the giraffe, Jemmi, find 
clues about her past and her future.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Lauren St John’s UK sales now exceed a million copies

• Rights for Lauren’s books have sold in 26 territories

• Full of animals and adventure, the series perfectly evokes the  
 atmosphere of Africa

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Lauren St John was born in Zimbabwe and now lives in London. She 
is the author of several award-winning children’s series: the White 
Giraffe series, the One Dollar Horse series and the Laura Marlin 
Mysteries.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 216 x 135 mm

EXTENT: 336pp

WORD COUNT: 53,000

AGE: 8+

PRICE: £12.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Albanian, Polish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Curtis Brown Group Limited

THE GIRL WITH THE 
LOST SMILE 
MIRANDA HART,  
ILLUSTRATED BY KATE HINDLEY

KEY NOTE
From bestselling, award-winning writer and comedian 
Miranda Hart, this heartfelt, hilarious story will make 
you laugh and cry!

SYNOPSIS 

Chloe is a girl with a big imagination, a big heart and an even bigger 
smile. But when she wakes one terrible day to discover she’s lost her 
smile, she must embark on an extraordinary adventure, with some 
very unusual friends, to find it.

Swept out of her bedroom window by two unexpected visitors, Chloe 
escapes to the colourful land of her imagination, where all the seasons 
exist in harmony. But Magic Land needs her help! The Shadow Bandits 
are trying to suck the colour and light out of it, and must be stopped.

With her new companions by her side, Chloe is ready for adventure – 
and perhaps to bring some colour back to her everyday life, too. Now 
she can do anything, and find her smile along the way!

Packed with humour and happiness, this is a story that celebrates the 
power of the imagination and the magic of true friendship. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Bestselling title – UK hardback sales exceeded 55,000 copies in  
 the first three months

• A magical, hilarious adventure with a positive message for  
 children everywhere about the importance of being happy  
 and sad

• Miranda has honed her writing on three bestselling books for 
 adults and years of writing for TV

• This is her children’s debut, full of humour and heart

• Cover and inside illustrations by Sainsbury’s Book of the Year  
 winner Kate Hindley

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Miranda Hart is a bestselling writer, actress and comedian. Her first 
book Is It Just Me? was a Sunday Times number one bestseller and 
was non-fiction book of the year at the National Book Awards. 

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240pp

WORD COUNT: 50,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Andrew Nurnberg Agency

THE CLOAK OF FEATHERS 
NIGEL QUINLAN

KEY NOTE
A magical adventure filled with myth, mischief and 
misunderstandings, perfect for fans of Neil Gaiman 
and Diana Wynne Jones and those who love modern 
fairy tales with a comic twist.

SYNOPSIS 

Every hundred years, in the magical town of Knowmealldown, fairies 
known as the Good Folk join the villagers for a Great Festival. It’s a 
raucous, beautiful, enchanted celebration. 

Well, it’s supposed to be. Except every time Brian helps to organise 
the Great Festival it’s a disappointment. Worse, this time the Folk 
Princess has been stolen. Can Brian thwart the Princess’s evil captor 
in time to avoid the wrath of the Folk King and Queen, and finally 
deliver a Festival to remember?

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Comic magical adventure that feels both classic and fresh, perfect 

for fans of Diana Wynne Jones and Alan Garner

• ‘A boisterous, gusty romp and an exhilarating debut’ Kirkus 
Reviews on The Maloneys’ Magical Weatherbox

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Nigel Quinlan is an Irish writer born in Limerick in 1970. He has 
worked in libraries and bookshops all over Ireland before washing 
up in the midlands village of Cloughjordan with his wife and two 
children. He writes stories for festivals and acts with the local drama 
group. 
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 160pp

WORD COUNT: 31,500

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: April 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Russian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Mary Stewart Estate

THE LITTLE  
BROOMSTICK 
MARY STEWART, ILLUSTRATED BY 
SHIRLEY HUGHES

KEY NOTE
The enchanting classic by master storyteller Mary 
Stewart, reissued in line with the striking, animated 
film adaptation Mary and the Witch’s Flower.

SYNOPSIS 

Mary’s been exiled to her deaf great-aunt deep in the countryside. 
Miserable and lonely, she befriends strange black cat Tib who leads 
her deep into the forest to an ordinary-looking little broomstick. 
Without warning the broomstick jumps into action, whisking Mary 
over the treetops, above the clouds, and into the grounds of Endor 
College, school of witchcraft.

But something is terribly wrong at Endor. Students are taught evil 
spells and there are secrets behind every door. Cruel experiments 
in transformation are being performed on animals, including Tib’s 
brother Gib. The neighbour, Peter, is desperately searching for him. 
With the help of a stolen magical book, the two children free the 
animals from their cages and escape the evil witches and warlocks in 
an utterly thrilling chase sequence.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The film adaptation will be released in spring 2018 by the 

producer of The Tale of The Princess Kaguya and When Marnie 
Was There

• First published 45 years ago, this classic tale of witches, warlocks, 
black cats and broomsticks has remained a firm favourite with 
children 

• Charming illustrations by Shirley Hughes

• ‘A well-plotted and exciting fantasy thriller’ Financial Times

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Mary Stewart was the bestselling author of fourteen romantic 
thrillers, including the classic novels This Rough Magic, The Moon-
Spinners, Rose Cottage and Thornyhold and five historical fantasy 
novels of Arthurian Britain, as well as children’s novels such as Ludo 
and the Star Horse and A Walk in Wolf Wood. She died in 2014 and 
remains one of the widest read novelists in the world.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp

WORD COUNT: 45,000

AGE: 9+ 

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding USA 
and Canada

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Peters, Fraser and Dunlop

THE BOY AT THE BACK 
OF THE CLASS 
ONJALI RAUF, ILLUSTRATED BY  
PIPPA CURNICK

KEY NOTE
A funny and heartwarming debut from an exciting new 
author, a story about the lengths one child goes to 
in order to help a new friend – a Syrian refugee who 
unexpectedly joins the class.

SYNOPSIS 

When a new boy shows up at the back of our unnamed narrator’s 
classroom, no one knows who he is or where he’s from. But despite 
that, the narrator is determined to become friends with him. As the 
narrator and the class get to know Ahmet, they learn about his flight 
from Syria to the UK – and how he became separated from his 
family along the journey. Determined to help Ahmet find his family, 
the narrator decides that if anyone can help, it’s … the queen! 

Approaching one of the guards at Buckingham Palace to try and give 
him a note for the queen leads to nearly being crushed by a flurry 
of activity! But the narrator refuses to give up, and with the help of 
people around the country who share the story of a young child 
travelling to Buckingham Palace to ask for help for a friend, manages 
to help Ahmet find his father and reunite him with his family.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Gives a child’s perspective on the refugee crisis – distilling a 

complex issue down to a powerful message about compassion 
and perseverance    

• Onjali Rauf is a strong new voice in the middle-grade market. She 
frequently travels to refugee camps to provide aid, giving her an 
actual understanding of the refugee experience

• Beautifully written yet highly accessible, this book is both moving 
and funny, with illustrations from rising star Pippa Curnick giving 
the book an added warmth 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Onjali Rauf is the founder of Making Herstory, a charity that aspires 
to mobilise men, women and children of all backgrounds to take 
action against gender-based abuses and crimes both in the UK 
and beyond. An alumnus of the Cambridge Coexist Leadership 
Programme, she specialised in Women’s Studies at the University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth, and Oxford University. 
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 288pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Italian, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Mulcahy Associates

RUNNING ON THE ROOF 
OF THE WORLD 
JESS BUTTERWORTH

KEY NOTE
A vivid, atmospheric and timely debut about adventure, 
survival and hope, set in Tibet, India and the Himalayan 
mountains.

SYNOPSIS 
Twelve-year-old Tash lives in Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese 
soldiers. When a man sets himself on fire in protest and soldiers snatch 
Tash’s parents, she must abandon her home and run.

Tash is convinced that the only person who can free her parents is the 
Dalai Lama. So, with the help of her best friend Sam, two yaks and 
her father’s mysterious papers, Tash embarks on a brave, dangerous 
mission to cross the Himalayas and seek his help in India.

In the mountains, they meet Dawa, a nomad who has been waiting to 
receive a message. He realises they are carrying it, and passes on the 
mysterious coded letter from Tash’s father to the resistance.

When they finally meet the Dalai Lama, he cannot intervene – but his 
words spark a connection for Tash. She realises what the coded message 
meant: it told of a date on which the prisoners, including her parents, 
would be able to escape. Dawa rushes to find them and brings them 
to safety. At last they reunite with Tash and Sam – without whom they 
never would have found freedom.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Gorgeous package to reflect the rich setting

• Powerful sense of place – in the vein of Lauren St John’s White  
 Giraffe series or Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner 

• Classic children’s adventure with a political backdrop that  
 encourages readers to reflect on their world

• Page-turning adventure with a beautiful message of hope and  
 courage

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jess Butterworth grew up between the UK and India, where she listened 
to her grandmother’s fascinating stories and explored the Himalayas, 
looking for adventure. Jess studied writing for young people at Bath Spa 
University, and as part of her research for Running on the Roof of the 
World she spent time living in India, and even met with the Dalai Lama.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 288pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: April 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Mulcahy Associates

WHEN THE MOUNTAINS 
ROARED 
JESS BUTTERWORTH

KEY NOTE
A warm, beautifully written adventure set in the mountains 
of India, about a girl who is determined to protect the wild 
leopards of the mountain from poachers as she tries to 
find her place in a new country.

SYNOPSIS 
When Ruby’s dad uproots her from Australia so he can set up a hotel 
in the mountains of India, Ruby is devastated. She’s sure that India will 
never feel like home – everything is so different, she doesn’t speak the 
language and all her memories of her mum, who passed away, are back 
in Australia. 

But when the wild leopards of the mountain are threatened by poachers, 
and Ruby is the only one who might be able to save them, she realises 
that maybe she’s meant to be on this mountain after all. With the help 
of her new friend Praveen and her grandmother, she travels through 
the wilds of the mountains, arriving just as the poachers kill a leopard 
– but in time to save the leopard’s cub. Devastated by this, Ruby is 
determined to make sure no other leopard cubs are left motherless. She 
helps to raise the young cub and uses the photographs she took of the 
poachers to expose their crime, so they can never hurt another animal. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Beautifully written and atmospheric story from an emerging new  
 talent

• An exciting adventure story about bravery and standing up for  
 what’s right, with an anti-poaching message

• A powerful sense of place and portrayal of different cultures

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Jess Butterworth was inspired to write this book by her grandmother’s 
fascinating story of smuggling a kangaroo from Australia to India. Jess 
lives between the US and the UK.
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IMPRINT: Quercus Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 197 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 336pp

WORD COUNT: 50,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World English 
Language

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Janklow and Nesbit

 

THE STARMAN AND ME 
SHARON COHEN

KEY NOTE
E.T. meets Stig of the Dump in a powerful middle-grade 
adventure, for fans of Frank Cottrell Boyce and David 
Almond.

SYNOPSIS 
When twelve-year-old Kofi discovers an ancient man, an amazing 
adventure begins … A timely story about the magic of our origins, 
the power of identity and the importance of caring for each other, no 
matter what our differences.

Kofi first spots the prehistoric human on a roundabout near the 
supermarket. His name is Rorty Thrutch and he doesn’t know how he 
ended up there. What he does know is that he is made of stardust, 
just like every human ever born. Later that night, three men and a dog 
come after him. Kofi saves Rorty and realises that he is the discovery 
of the century – but who is after him? And how can they keep him 
safe? Kofi tells his best friend Janie everything, and they embark on 
a mission to solve the mystery. And as the adventure unfolds, Kofi’s 
friendship with his strange little Starman grows deeper. Kofi and Janie 
find out that a scientist kidnapped Rorty from his island home off the 
African coast, and implanted a new technology called MINDLINK, for 
evil purposes. The story has an emotional, hopeful ending, and Rorty 
is returned home, even though Kofi will miss him desperately. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Direct, funny and heartwarming, this is a stunning debut which 

will launch an exciting new children’s writing talent

• A page-turning adventure story with real depth and heart, 
destined to be loved by parents and children alike

• Addresses themes of inclusivity, accepting difference and the 
humanity that unites us all

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
After graduating with a first-class science degree, Sharon Cohen 
became a scientific writer. Her passion for children’s fiction emerged 
following the birth of her first son and she completed the Open 
University Children’s Literature course, gaining a distinction. She has 
three children and lives with her husband, an international sprinter. 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 260 x 170 mm

EXTENT: 144pp

WORD COUNT: 3,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £14.99

PUB DATE: published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, French, 
German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, 
Slovene, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Sophie Hicks Agency

ILLEGAL 
EOIN COLFER AND ANDREW DONKIN,
ILLUSTRATED BY GIOVANNI RIGANO

KEY NOTE
A powerful and timely graphic novel about  
migrants from Eoin Colfer, previously Irish Children’s  
Laureate, and the team behind his successful Artemis  
Fowl graphic novels. 

SYNOPSIS 
This is a graphic novel for all children, stunningly told with glorious 
colour artwork throughout. 

Illegal introduces us to brothers Ebo and Kwame, and their journey as 
they flee from Ghana, across Africa and over the Mediterranean Sea 
to find a safe haven in Europe. It shows us Ebo’s unquenchable hope 
for a new life and for a reunion with his sister.

After a long and dangerous journey across the desert, Ebo’s brother 
Kwame drowns, along with hundreds of other migrants, when their 
boat sinks. But Ebo crosses safely and, as the book ends, he finally 
finds his sister.

Told with humour, compassion and respect, this is a story for every 
child.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The book is based on the authors’ extensive research, travel and  
 experience, and includes an original interview with a survivor

• The refugee crisis has been covered in global media for some  
 time, but this story makes it personal and accessible to a new  
 generation of readers, both children and adults

• The three-person team behind this book have already  
 collaborated on various bestselling projects and bring great  
 energy, thoughtfulness and humour to this story

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Eoin Colfer is the writer of the bestselling, award-winning Artemis 
Fowl series, and has sold over twenty million books worldwide. 
Andrew Donkin has written over sixty books and graphic novels, 
including Batman: Legends of the Dark Knight for DC Comics. 

Giovanni Rigano has won many awards for his illustrations and is a 
regular at comic festivals across Europe.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240pp

WORD COUNT: 35,700

AGE: 9–12

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Fraser Ross Associates

WHOEVER YOU ARE   
DIANA HENDRY

KEY NOTE  
A funny, classic adventure story about fathers, sons and 
families, from a Costa Book Award-winning author.

SYNOPSIS 
The Coggin family live in a crazy old house on top of a cliff. The family 
are as eccentric as their house – apart from young Oliver, who is the 
only sensible one. 

Oliver’s father has made a discovery. But an old enemy of Pa’s, Big 
Mac, wants the discovery, and sends a spy – his own sister, Moll – 
into the house to get Pa’s location. The family love Moll, but Oliver is 
suspicious. When Big Mac kidnaps Oliver’s mother and sets off to find 
Pa, Oliver, his friend Cezary and the bus driver Stan chase them. They 
arrive in time to help Pa and save the discovery from Big Mac.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Diana Hendry won the Costa Book Award with Harvey Angell,  
 which has sold in territories across the world

• Great for fathers and sons to share

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Diana Hendry is the author of the Harvey Angell series and picture 
books including A Very Busy Night. She grew up by the sea and now 
lives in Edinburgh.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 320pp

WORD COUNT: 47,000

AGE: 10+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: March 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Jo Unwin Literary Agency

THE LIST OF REAL  
THINGS   
SARAH MOORE FITZGERALD

KEY NOTE  
A poignant and big-hearted story about love, loss and 
believing in the magic of the imagination, from an author 
who will change the way you see the world.

SYNOPSIS 
Gracie, 14, and Bee, 6, have lived with their eccentric uncle ever since 
their parents died five years ago. Gracie just wants to be normal. At 
school she finally has a boyfriend and cool friends, but her quirky 
home life and ‘mental’ little sister have begun to feel like liabilities.   
When their beloved grandfather dies and grief hits the girls 
again, little Bee’s incredible imagination spirals out of control. 
Old memories and buried secrets bubble to the surface, and she 
even believes that their parents are waiting in a secret hotel on 
a clifftop – a place ghosts wait when they haven’t yet let go of life.   
Gracie is determined Bee should wake up to the truth and let go of 
her outlandish ideas. She makes her write it down: a list of what’s real, 
and what’s not. But when it turns out the hotel may be more than just 
a dream, Gracie’s hard line between what is real and what is imagined 
begins to blur …

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A beautiful and heart-warming tale of love, creativity and the  
 importance and magic of believing

• Sarah’s writing takes the everyday and makes it magical, and  
 takes the magical and makes it everyday

• Back to Blackbrick was a number one bestseller for Dubrays,  
 Ireland

• ‘Young readers will be hooked from the get-go.’ People, The Best  
 Children’s Books of 2016, on The Apple Tart of Hope

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald was born in New York but grew up in County 
Dublin. She is a professor of psychology and effective pedagogy and 
runs regular writers’ retreats for academics and students.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 160pp

WORD COUNT: 30,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Portuguese (PT)

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Sophie Hicks Agency

MIRACULOUS 
MIRANDA
SIOBHÁN PARKINSON

KEY NOTE
A beautifully written and funny standalone novel from 
ex-Irish Children’s Laureate Siobhán Parkinson, which 
shows that miracles sometimes can, and do, happen.

SYNOPSIS 

Miranda has a big imagination and always wins Word of the Day  
at school. 

When her big sister Gemma is taken into hospital, Miranda creates 
her own fantasy land called Magnanimous. With giraffe police, ham-
sandwich trees and a Crystal-Clear Glass Hospital for Getting-Better 
Children, Magnanimous grows and grows. As her sister’s illness 
worsens, things Miranda writes trigger small miracles she has been 
asking for: her gran stops smoking and horrible classmate Darren 
Hoey is nice to her. But most of all, Miranda hopes that she can write 
a miracle for her sister. 

Eventually, Miranda visits Gemma in hospital and reads her sister her 
story, set in the imaginary city she has created. Gemma suddenly feels 
much better – the sisters dance around the hospital bed hand in hand. 

Miranda really is Miraculous.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A standalone title from a masterful Irish storyteller – by turns 

moving and funny

• ‘Wonderful.’ Eoin Colfer

• ‘I defy any reader not to love this positive story … a jewel of a 
middle-grade novel.’ The Bookbag

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Siobhán Parkinson is a novelist and one of Ireland’s best-known 
writers for children. She has won multiple awards and her books have 
been translated around the world. In 2010 Siobhán was appointed as 
the first Irish Children’s Laureate.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 240pp

WORD COUNT: 38,000

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
A.M. Heath

WHERE DO YOU GO, 
BIRDY JONES?
JOANNA NADIN

KEY NOTE
A story about finding yourself when everything 
changes, and believing that love never runs out. 

SYNOPSIS 

Birdy Jones is all alone. She doesn’t belong at school, or even at home. 
The only place she feels like herself is at her grandpa’s pigeon loft, 
comforted by the familiar birdsong. It’s also where she meets her 
secret friend, Dogger – the one person who understands her.

Birdy was happy when it was just her and Dad, but now she has a 
stepmum and a sister, and another baby’s on the way. Worse, her 
growing family needs to move house, but Birdy doesn’t believe there’ll 
ever be enough room for her in Dad’s busy life – and she won’t leave 
Grandpa and the pigeons.  

Birdy dreams of a different family, so when she discovers her birth 
certificate is blank next to ‘father’ she decides to run away and find her 
real dad. But what you imagine isn’t always reality, and sometimes you 
need to fly away to find your way home again.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• This new title combines Joanna’s gorgeous voice and skill at 

tackling contemporary issues with humour and a big-hearted 
adventure

• For fans of Frank Cottrell Boyce, Ross Welford and Lisa Thompson

• Joe All Alone is under development for TV – Joanna Nadin’s star 
is on the rise

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Joanna Nadin was nominated for the 2016 Carnegie Medal. She 
previously worked as a policy writer for the Labour Party and a 
special adviser to the Prime Minister. She continues to freelance as a 
speechwriter. She lives in Bath.
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IMPRINT: Quercus Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 368pp

WORD COUNT: 83,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Portuguese (PT)

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Peters, Fraser and Dunlop

ARIADNIS / ANASSA  
JOSH MARTIN

KEY NOTE
YA fantasy with incredible world-building, strong 
female protagonists and themes of gender and the 
environment.

SYNOPSIS 

Two hundred years ago, a Great Wave destroyed the world. Only two 
warring cities remain, and now it’s up to two teenagers to settle the 
conflict for good. Singled out by prophets at birth, Aula and Joomia 
have spent their whole lives honing their skills for a mysterious 
competition. In Ariadnis, the two girls accept that they must reject 
their mentors and unite at whatever cost, to save their peoples and 
their world. 

In Anassa, the cities are now joined under Etain’s leadership. But when 
their island is invaded by an army led by Vulcan and his son, Saxon, 
Etain discovers that Saxon needs her. He is on a quest to win a device 
from inside a volcano that will pull more land from the sea and save 
his island. 

After a treacherous sea journey and many adventures with Aula and 
Joomia by their side, Etain and Saxon return united to their families, 
determined to find peace and balance between the nations and 
remake the earth. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• Will appeal to fans of current fantasy hits such as Red Queen and  
The Sin Eater’s Daughter

• Includes beautiful illustrated map and chapter artwork

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Josh Martin writes and draws his way through life and is currently 
residing in London. He has aspired to novel-writing since he was a 
tadpole and graduated from Exeter University, before completing Bath 
Spa’s Writing For Young People MA.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 197 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 352pp

WORD COUNT: 75,000

PRICE: £7.99 

PUB DATE: June 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: German

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
United Talent Agency 

THE LOVE CURSE: 
ARROWHEART 
REBECCA SKY

KEY NOTE
Twilight meets Percy Jackson: highly commercial fantasy 
teen romance that has achieved 12 million reads on 
Wattpad.

SYNOPSIS 
What if you had the power to make the boy of your dreams fall in love 
with you? 

Rachel Patel wishes she was an ordinary sixteen-year-old girl. Instead, 
she was born with the ability – she’d say curse – to make any boy she 
kisses fall in love with her, taking away his free will. She is a Hedoness, 
one of a strong group of women descended from the Greek god 
Eros, who have influenced history throughout time, and she hates 
it. What’s the point of love if it can never be real?  When Rachel’s 
best friend Marissa kisses and turns the gorgeous Benjamin Blake, 
the police become suspicious. Ben is one of many young men who 
have recently disappeared in New York City. Rachel, Marissa and Ben 
are forced to go on the run. And soon Rachel realises there are darker 
forces hunting them, not least the Committee – mortals recruited 
by the gods, who will stop at nothing to preserve the power of the 
Hedonesses – and Eros himself, who is desperate to reverse the curse.

Meanwhile, Rachel can’t help getting closer to Ben. Can she resist the 
pull of her first kiss, or will she lose Ben for ever? As the police close in 
on them, Rachel fakes her own death to save her family. Ben discovers 
her deception and she confesses she loves him. They finally kiss, and 
something incredible happens: Ben remains free. The Hedoness curse 
has been broken because a man has knowingly given his heart to one. 
The Committee are incensed, and the ending paves the way for more 
battles of love to come.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Highly addictive teen romance with a fantasy twist, perfect for  
 fans of Ally Carter and Holly Smale

• The first book has achieved 11.7 million reads on Wattpad

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
After graduating from high school, Rebecca Sky set out on a 5-year, 
24-country exploration to find herself. She returned home captivated 
by the world and ready for another adventure: writing! 
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IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 464pp 

WORD COUNT: 98,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: August 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, German, Hebrew, 
Portuguese (PT), US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

DARK MATTER 3: 
EVOLUTION
TERI TERRY

KEY NOTE
The conclusion of a heartstopping trilogy from the 
queen of teen thrillers, as three young people fight 
to uncover the secrets behind a terrifying epidemic 
sweeping the country.

SYNOPSIS 
At the end of Deception Shay went to join Xander’s group, Multiverse. 
Callie is living at Xander’s ‘Community’ but in solitary confinement, 
brainwashed and controlled. Shay finds and befriends her, but 
Xander convinces Shay that he is protecting Callie. 

Xander’s real purpose is to engineer more people able to survive 
the disease he unleashed. Survivors can alter themselves and others, 
and Xander plans to use them to kick-start a new wave of evolution 
of the human race. The disease reaches Community and kills almost 
everyone. Shay manages to engineer one friend’s survival, but she 
vows never to trust Xander again. 

Xander intends to burn Shay alive, making her into a new contagion 
and creating a new breed of survivors. But his plan is foiled when 
he’s trapped in his own fire room. Kai and Callie are reunited with 
their mum. Kai and Shay also reunite, and forge a tentative new 
relationship.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Conclusion of a fast-paced thriller trilogy from this internationally 

renowned writer

• Page-turning suspense, action and romance

• Over 300,000 Teri Terry books sold worldwide

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Teri Terry is the queen of the teen thriller. Her books have been 
translated into 16 languages, and she has won 16 awards.

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: Book 1: 448pp; Book 2: 432pp; 
Book 3: 416pp

WORD COUNT: 85,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding USA 
and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Chinese 
(simplified), Danish, French, German, 
Japanese, Polish, Portuguese (BR), 
Portuguese (PT), Russian, Ukrainian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

SLATED TRILOGY 
TERI TERRY

KEY NOTE
The ground-breaking and award-winning trilogy by 
Teri Terry.

SYNOPSIS 
Kyla’s memory has been erased, her personality wiped blank, her 
memories lost for ever. She’s been Slated.

The government claims she was a terrorist, and that they are giving 
her a second chance – as long as she plays by their rules. But echoes 
of the past whisper in Kyla’s mind. Someone is lying to her, and 
nothing is as it seems. She must discover who she can trust in her 
search for the truth. 

She soon begins to realise that there are dark secrets locked away in 
her memories. When a mysterious man from her past comes back 
into her life, she thinks she’s on her way to finding the truth. But the 
more she learns about her history, the more confusing her future 
becomes.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The books that launched Teri Terry as a star of the teen scene 

• Almost 150,000 copies of the Slated trilogy have been sold in the 
UK and export markets

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Teri Terry has lived all over the world but the footpaths and canal 
ways of the Buckinghamshire Chilterns, where she now lives, 
inspired much of the setting of her trilogy of futuristic thrillers – 
Slated, Fractured and Shattered. 
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IMPRINT: Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 256pp

WORD COUNT: 56,000

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

DEMON HUNTERS 2: 
ASCENSION 
OLIVIA CHASE

KEY NOTE
The second book in a supernatural adventure series for 
fans of Cassandra Clare and Buffy the Vampire Slayer.

SYNOPSIS 
Diana, Minerva and Vesta are Demon Hunters, a Trinity gifted with 
amazing powers to help them fight against supernatural evil. But 
they’re also trying to be normal teenagers by going to school and 
having fun in their home city of Edinburgh. When a mysterious fog 
cloaks the city, the girls find a boy stumbling through the streets, 
bloodied and confused. They’re convinced that there’s a demon up to 
no good, but when they start to investigate they fall through a portal 
to Paris – right into the middle of a fight with the Dragon Rouge, a 
fierce demon with the ability to make people sacrifice themselves 
to increase its power. The girls don’t manage to defeat the demon 
properly until they meet another Demon Trinity – three French girls 
who have the same task of protecting their city from evil. They work 
together to drive the demon back to the netherworld. 

When Diana, Minerva and Vesta return to Edinburgh they realise that 
the demon in Paris was only a distraction; a more dangerous evil is 
lurking in the heart of a boarding school outside the city. A demon 
called Oriax is controlling the pupils for its own ends. As they’re trying 
to work out a plan to defeat it, Diana comes across Alex – the boy 
she had a crush on before she realised he was working for a demon. 
She has to decide whether to trust him again, but he proves his worth 
by providing vital information. In the final battle, the girls have to 
summon the Parisian Demon Hunters – it requires their combined 
power to defeat Oriax once and for all. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Buffy the Vampire Slayer for the twenty-first century

• The combination of an atmospheric setting, dangerous love 
interests and three kick-ass girls will keep readers enthralled

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Olivia Chase is the pen name of Rosie Best, an accomplished fantasy 
author. The Demon Hunters concept was created in-house at  
Hachette Children’s Group. 

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 352pp

WORD COUNT: 83,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Danish, German, Hebrew, Polish, 
Portuguese (BR), Portuguese (PT) 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

BOOK OF LIES
TERI TERRY

KEY NOTE
A chilling standalone novel about witches and twins, 
from multi-award-winning author Teri Terry.

SYNOPSIS 
Quinn and Piper Blackwood are twins, but they’ve never met. The 
death of their mother (whom Quinn barely knew) brings them 
together, and draws them into a family curse that stretches across 
centuries. When she comes of age, every Blackwood woman is called 
to a midnight hunt in the form of a savage hound on Dartmoor; and 
specifically to prey on the family’s historical enemies, the Hamleys. 

But when it is discovered that the twins’ true biological father is a 
Hamley, the vying of light and dark within each of the girls begins to 
become clearer. 

Quinn has always known she has evil inside her, that she must 
fight this and never lie. And when she falls in love with her sister’s 
boyfriend, she believes this is evidence of her darkness. But is that 
truly what their grandmother’s prophecy – spoken at the twins’ birth 
– meant? As the hounds wreak more and more devastation on the 
moors, and the twins discover their ability to control people using 
only their words, it is harder to tell which of them is good and which 
evil. Perhaps the answer is nothing like as straightforward. They must 
claim their inheritance or break the curse before it is too late. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Combining two fantastic themes – witches and twins – this is 

another captivating, unputdownable thriller from Teri Terry

• A standalone novel that will appeal to Teri’s many existing fans 
and new readers alike

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Teri Terry is the queen of the teen thriller. Her books have been 
translated into 16 languages, and she has won 16 awards.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 40,000

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Furniss Lawton Ltd

LOLA OFFLINE 
NICOLA DOHERTY

KEY NOTE
A teen romantic comedy, set in Paris, about being  
yourself (both on and offline) and forgiving your own 
mistakes.

SYNOPSIS 
Delilah Hoover has gone dark.

She’s left school, changed her name and moved to Paris. It’s not what 
she planned but there’s no other choice, because she made a stupid 
joke. Something nobody will forget. It made her trend on Twitter, 
and it’s the first thing that comes up when you Google her. Everyone 
thinks she is racist – and she can’t bear the accusations any longer. 

Paris is a new start, with new friends – like sweet but in-your-face 
Fletcher, shy and arty Kiyoshi and the touchy but attractive Tariq. But 
can she tell any of them who she is and what she did? And what 
happens if they find out first?

But Delilah is stronger than she knows and the new friendships she 
makes may just surprise her. Fletcher and Kiyoshi become loyal allies, 
and Tariq admits the feelings he has for her. 

Most importantly of all, the three of them stand by Delilah’s side as 
she gears up to tell the whole school the truth about her past – and 
that one misinterpreted Twitter joke that went viral.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Heartland teen romantic comedy – for fans of Geek Girl and   
 Finding Audrey

• Fresh, funny and feel-good, with an authentic teen voice

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Nicola grew up in Dublin before moving to London after university. 
She worked in publishing for several years before writing her first book, 
The Out of Office Girl, which was shortlisted for the RNA Romantic 
Novel of the Year 2013. Since then she has written two further books 
for adults and two teen romantic comedies.

IMPRINT: Orchard Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 272pp

WORD COUNT: 52,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: April 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Polish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
The Greenhouse Literary Agency

A THOUSAND PERFECT 
NOTES 
C.G. DREWS

KEY NOTE
A highly charged story of a boy torn between his abusive 
mother, his first love and his own secret dreams.

SYNOPSIS 
Beck hates his life. He hates his violent mother. He hates his home. 
Most of all, he hates the piano that his mother forces him to play 
hour after hour, day after day. He will never play as she did before 
illness ended her career and left her bitter and broken. But Beck is too 
scared to stand up to his mother and tell her his true passion, which 
is composing his own music, because the least suggestion of rebellion 
on his part ends in violence. Worse, it leads to his mother threatening 
Beck’s little sister, and he has vowed to protect her at all costs.

His mother’s outbursts intensify and Beck is almost at breaking point 
when he’s partnered for a school project with August, a girl so full of 
life, energy and laughter that just being in the same room as her is 
torture. As a tentative friendship stirs, Beck glimpses a way to escape 
his painful existence. But dare he reach for it? Then his uncle offers 
him a new life in another country. At first Beck is too timid – and too 
concerned about his sister – to accept the offer. But as love begins to 
awaken within him, Beck finds the courage to stand up for who he is 
and what he loves. His mother is hospitalised through her own violent 
act, but as his family breaks apart a new life beckons for Beck and his 
sister. Although he has to part from August, he is able to give her a CD 
of the song he has written for her that says all the things he never said.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Powerful writing with real heart

• A thrilling new YA author, perfect for fans of Holly Bourne, Lisa  
 Williamson and Sara Barnard

• Second standalone novel for the same audience coming in  
 spring 2019: The Boy Who Steals Houses

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
C.G. Drews lives in Australia with her dog, a piano and the goal 
of reading every book in existence. Consequently, her brain has 
overflowed with words and she spends her days writing. She blogs at 
paperfury.com, never sleeps and believes in cake for breakfast.
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IMPRINT: Quercus Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 384pp

WORD COUNT: 70,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: German, Polish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Ben Illis Agency

BLUE  
LISA GLASS

SYNOPSIS 
Growing up by the coast of Cornwall, surfing is sixteen-year-old Iris 
Fox’s whole world. But when professional surfer Zeke Francis arrives 
in her town, Iris’s life changes for ever. 

Over one amazing summer, Iris is drawn into Zeke’s sphere. She 
experiences love, passion and new friendships with an intensity she 
never dreamed possible. Iris knows Zeke isn’t just another summer 
fling, but is he all he seems? What hides beneath his glamorous and 
mysterious past? 

Blue is the first in a gorgeous YA trilogy about first loves, growing up 
and following your dreams. The series transports readers to some 
of the most beautiful beaches in the world, from Cornwall to Miami, 
Hawaii to Australia. When Iris decides to try for her own surfing 
success she will test her talent, and her feelings for Zeke, to the limit.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The series will appeal to fans of Jenny Han, Rainbow Rowell and 

E. Lockhart

• Film rights optioned, with actor Drake Bell and director John 
Duigan confirmed for the production

• ‘Unpredictable and refreshingly real – a ride from start to finish.’ 
Melinda Salisbury

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Lisa Glass has always lived a stone’s throw from the beach, moving 
from Plymouth to Swansea – where she took an MA in Creative 
Writing – and finally to Newquay in Cornwall, where she now lives 
with her husband, daughter and dog. 

KEY NOTE 
The perfect summer read: an irresistible coming-of-age  
story set against a world of sun, surf and glittering  
beaches.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 129 mm

EXTENT: 256pp

WORD COUNT: 45,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: March 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Polish 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

THEY SAW TOO MUCH
ALAN GIBBONS

KEY NOTE
A gripping thriller about two teenagers who witness a 
cold-blooded murder and are forced to go into hiding. 
From bestselling author Alan Gibbons. 

SYNOPSIS 
John and Ceri are friends. Well, more than friends, but it’s complicated. 
John would love to be Ceri’s boyfriend, but she always remains a little 
distant. One night, as they hang out at the beach in Liverpool, they 
accidentally witness a terrifying murder. John takes pictures of the 
macabre scene, but soon the killers are hunting them and the two 
teenagers end up on the run.

They could contact the police, but John has a secret. A secret he can’t 
even share with Ceri. His father’s dark past and the murder are linked. 
And it seems that only John’s dad can make things right again – but 
will he be able to act quickly enough? As John’s mum and sister are 
taken hostage by the murderers, the clock starts ticking faster. 

Ceri and John continue to escape from one place to the next, but 
everything and everyone seems suspicious. Even Ceri knows things 
she does not want to reveal. As John’s dad reconnects with his old 
gang to try to save his family, the trap closes in. To make it out alive, 
John, his family and Ceri must learn to trust each other before it’s  
too late.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Alan’s books have sold more than 1.3 million copies in the UK

• His real-life thrillers tackle issues in an engaging manner

• Alan’s books are frequently nominated for awards, including the 
Carnegie Medal

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Alan Gibbons is a full-time writer and a visiting speaker and lecturer 
at schools, colleges and literary events. Alan is an honorary CILIP 
member.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 304pp

WORD COUNT: 45,000

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: June 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

A BOY CALLED OCEAN
CHRIS HIGGINS

KEY NOTE
One boy at sea. One girl on land. One ocean between 
them. The only thing willing him to survive is the 
thought of her. The perfect beach read from award-
winning writer Chris Higgins. 

SYNOPSIS 
Kai has always been best friends with Jen. But now his feelings 
are deepening. It’s ridiculous to imagine she feels the same way, 
especially since she’s been hanging out with surf-pro Macca, the guy 
everyone fancies. 

Despite this, Kai decides to tell Jen how he really feels, so he invites 
her for dinner at the restaurant he works at. But it’s the busiest night 
of the summer and he is called to work a last-minute shift. In the 
midst of serving tables, Kai sees Jen hugging Macca on the beach 
and assumes the worst.

On his way home, Kai spots Macca’s prize surfboard. He takes it 
to The Pass to blow off steam by riding some waves. But he hasn’t 
predicted the tide, and he is soon swept out with just a surfboard 
to cling to. 

Kai is at sea for over five hours. There’s a huge lifeboat rescue 
mission. It’s tense, but Kai survives – and now he can make a go of 
things with Jen, if she feels the same way. She does, of course.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A gripping and tense romance – perfect for fans of Jandy Nelson 

and Nicola Yoon

• Chris has won a number of awards and twice been shortlisted for 
the Queen of Teen award

• ‘Chris Higgins has a light touch and an easy style that absorbs you 
right from the very start.’ The Bookbag

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Before writing her first novel, Chris Higgins taught English and 
Drama for many years in secondary schools. She also worked at the 
Minack, the open-air theatre on the cliffs near Land’s End, but now 
writes full-time. 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 224pp

WORD COUNT: 30,000

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Russian, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Mary and John Gribbin

THE SCIENCE OF PHILIP 
PULLMAN’S HIS DARK 
MATERIALS
MARY AND JOHN GRIBBIN,  
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY  
PHILIP PULLMAN

KEY NOTE
The amazing true science behind the fiction of His Dark 
Materials, ideal for fans of the original trilogy and The 
Book of Dust, with an introduction by Philip Pullman.

SYNOPSIS 

Award-winning science writers Mary and John Gribbin reveal how 
the world of Pullman’s His Dark Materials trilogy (Northern Lights, 
The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass) is rooted in astonishing 
scientific truth. Drawing on string theory and spacetime, quantum 
physics and chaos theory, they answer fascinating questions such as: 
could parallel worlds like Will’s and Lyra’s really exist? How does the 
subtle knife cut through anything? Could there be a bomb like the one 
made with Lyra’s hair? And, of course, what are the Dark Materials?

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Irresistible reading for Philip Pullman’s fans of all ages, reissued  
 alongside the hype surrounding The Book of Dust

• The perfect marriage of fact and fiction: brilliant factual writing  
 from top science authors plus the appeal of bestselling fiction

• Supported by Philip Pullman with an introduction by him

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
John Gribbin is an internationally successful science writer and 
broadcaster whose many books for adults include In Search of 
Schrodinger’s Cat, Almost Everyone’s Guide to Science, Q is for 
Quantum and Science: A History. Mary Gribbin is a teacher with 
a special gift for communicating difficult concepts. They have  
co-written several titles for adults and children – the latter include 
Time and Universe, winner of the TES Junior Information Book Award, 
Eyewitness: Time and Space and Big Numbers.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 400pp

WORD COUNT: 83,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: German, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Felicity Bryan Associates

HAUNT ME
LIZ KESSLER

KEY NOTE
A romantic and haunting novel about how love can 
overcome the ultimate divide – from Liz Kessler, the 
bestselling author of the Emily Windsnap series and 
Read Me Like a Book.

SYNOPSIS 
Joe wakes up from a deep sleep to see his family leave in a removal 
van. Where they’ve gone, he has no idea. Erin moves house and 
instantly feels at home in her new room, even though it appears she 
isn’t the only one living in it. Bit by bit, Erin and Joe discover that 
they have somehow found a way across the ultimate divide – life 
and death. Bound by their past hurts and a love of poetry, they are 
determined to find a way to be together. Their love for each other 
makes them both feel more alive than ever before. 

Joe’s brother Olly never cared much for poetry. He was always too 
busy being king of the football field – but that all changed when Joe 
died. And when an encounter at school brings him face to face with 
Erin, he realises how different things really are – including the kind 
of girl he wants to be with.

Two brothers. Two choices. Erin must literally choose between life 
and death. But it’s not until that choice is made all too real that 
both Olly and Erin realise saying goodbye to Joe is the only way to 
move on and live their lives – letting Joe find peace, and them find 
happiness with each other.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• This is Liz’s second teen novel, following the Carnegie-nominated 

Read Me Like a Book which was released in 2015 

• Her books have sold over 5 million copies worldwide

• Rights in her books have sold in 26 territories to date

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Liz Kessler is the author of the New York Times bestselling Emily 
Windsnap series. She studied English at Loughborough University, 
has worked as a teacher and a journalist and has an MA in Creative 
Writing from Manchester Metropolitan University. Liz now lives in 
Cornwall.

IMPRINT: Quercus Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 197 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 288pp

WORD COUNT: 80,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Jo Unwin Literary Agency

THE IMPOSSIBLE 2:  
ON THE RUN  
MARK ILLIS,
ILLUSTRATED BY BIMPE ALLIU

KEY NOTE
Adrian Mole meets The Avengers: a comic-book inspired 
adventure with a graphic-novel twist, for teen boys and 
girls in the post-Wimpy-Kid generation.

SYNOPSIS 
Last year, Hector Coleman survived the craziest week of his boring 
teenage life.

And just one hour ago, everything in Hector’s world was fine. OK, you 
could argue that he was obsessed with his mobile phone, keeping out 
the real world, but everything was basically fine.

Now the alien egg is back in his little town, and Hector and his friends 
are about to genetically mutate in impossible ways.

If they don’t die first.

Hector and his friends need to get the egg out before it can infect any 
more teenagers. 

A road-trip adventure with a graphic-novel twist, this is the breathtaking 
sequel to The Impossible.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The text is interspersed with on-trend graphic panel illustrations 

by startling new talent Bimpe Alliu which bring out the wry 
humour in the book

• Very accessible writing for reluctant teen readers

• Comic books are having a resurgence and this package takes 
inspiration from this trend

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Mark Illis has written extensively for TV and theatre in the UK, and has 
had three adult novels published by Bloomsbury. The Impossible won 
the Northern Writers Award in 2015. 
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 448pp

WORD COUNT: 91,500

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Portuguese (BR), Polish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

INDIGO DONUT
PATRICE LAWRENCE

KEY NOTE
From the winner of the YA Book Prize and the Waterstones 
Book Prize, a hard-hitting yet beautiful urban love story 
about two teenagers who shouldn’t be together.

SYNOPSIS 
Seventeen-year-old Indigo has been in care since her dad killed her 
drug-addicted mum. She’s got severe anger issues that she thinks 
have come from her father, and she can’t let herself get close to 
anyone in case she hurts them like he did. But Bailey – with his music 
obsession, ginger afro and stable home life – is different. He treats her 
with respect, and they begin dating.
 

A homeless guy, JJ, approaches Bailey with a photo of Indigo as a baby. 
JJ says he is her uncle, but he did an unforgivable thing – he kidnapped 
her from her grandparents’ custody when she was a baby. Indigo’s 
mum had begged JJ to help her see her daughter, so he’d brought 
Indigo to the flat where her mum and dad lived and when JJ left, JJ’s 
brother, Indigo’s dad, committed the crime that shattered Indigo’s life. 
Now JJ wants to make amends by reuniting Indigo with her family, and 
he needs Bailey’s help.
 

Although Bailey is reluctant, he eventually decides he can’t lie to 
Indigo and so tells her the truth. But Indigo’s anger consumes her – 
she trashes her foster mum’s flat and is arrested. Later, she goes into 
temporary care and disappears.
 

Desperate to find Indigo and help her, Bailey meets with Indigo’s 
estranged granddad, Horatio. Horatio finds Indigo and tells her the 
truth – JJ is her dad; JJ’s brother married Indigo’s mum when JJ had 
gone to prison. Indigo’s biggest fear disappears – her anger is not 
inherited and she can live a normal life. She reunites with Bailey and 
they start again.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Multi award-winning author, reviewed widely as one of the 

hottest new voices in YA

• ‘Fresh and important … Patrice Lawrence is a hot name in 
publishing.’ The Times, Children’s Book of the Week

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Patrice Lawrence was brought up in a Trinidadian-Italian family and 
now lives in East London. Indigo Donut is partly inspired by Patrice’s 
own experience of being fostered as a young child. She also loves 
Blondie – even more than Indigo does.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 448pp

WORD COUNT: 93,500

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding 
USA and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Portuguese (BR), Polish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency

ORANGEBOY
PATRICE LAWRENCE

KEY NOTE
This is the winner of the YA Book Prize and the 
Waterstones Book Prize – a fast-paced urban thriller 
about a young black teenager growing up in the shadow 
of his brother’s mistakes.

SYNOPSIS 
Sixteen-year-old geeky kid Marlon has made his mum a promise – 
he’ll never follow his gang-leader brother, Andre, down the wrong 
path. So far, it’s been easy to stay out of trouble – until he goes on a 
first date and the girl, Sonya, dies unexpectedly. 

Marlon is suddenly in trouble with the police, and hunted by an 
unknown pursuer who is leaving him threatening voicemails. The man 
is looking for ‘Mr Orange’, and is going to use Marlon to get to him. 
Marlon and best friend, Tish, investigate, and discover that Andre – 
now mentally disabled after a drugs-related car chase – has left a 
legacy behind that Marlon has unknowingly inherited. It’s revealed 
that Sonya was also involved, and their date was a set-up in order to 
get to Marlon. Sonya wasn’t meant to die, but she was meant to plant 
drugs on Marlon.

When the pursuers turn on Marlon’s mum, Andre and Tish, Marlon 
has to become the person he promised he would never be, to  
protect them.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Winner of the YA Book Prize and the Waterstones Book Prize for 

Older Readers, and shortlisted for the Costa Children’s  
Book Award

• ‘A truly brilliant book. I galloped through it … edge of the seat 
stuff!’ Malorie Blackman

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Patrice Lawrence was brought up in a Trinidadian-Italian family and 
now lives in East London. She wrote Orangeboy after attending a 
crime-writing course and putting aside her intention to write an adult 
novel set in 1940s Trinidad. She gets inspiration for her teen voices by 
listening to young people on buses.



IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 224pp

WORD COUNT: 45,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Japanese, Korean

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Watson, Little

THE HAUNTING
MARGARET MAHY

KEY NOTE
Also winner of the Carnegie Medal, The Haunting is a 
thrilling ghost story about a ‘mostly ordinary’ family and 
a secret legacy.

SYNOPSIS 

Eight-year-old Barney has been haunted before. He thought it was 
something he’d just grow out of, like the imaginary friends his step-
mother believes he has. But this time it’s different. Footsteps follow him, 
there’s a demanding voice barking orders and Barney begins to feel that 
sometimes his body is not his own at all …

With the help of his sisters, Tabitha and Troy, Barney sets out to uncover 
the truth about their family secrets and to find out once and for all who 
it is who’s haunting him.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• ‘Strong and terrifying … The novel winds up like a spring. A   
 psychological thriller.’ The Times 

• Margaret Mahy is the winner of the Hans Christian Andersen Award,  
  in which she was recognised as being ‘one of the world’s most  
 original re-inventors of language’

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Margaret Mahy’s many books – picture books, short stories, and fiction 
for teenagers as well as younger children – have been hugely successful 
all round the world and she is indisputably one of the most popular 
and successful twentieth-century children’s authors. She has won the 
Carnegie Medal and many other awards. She lived in New Zealand until 
her death in 2012.

IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 224pp

WORD COUNT: 57,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Italian, Japanese

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Watson, Little

THE CHANGEOVER 
MARGARET MAHY

KEY NOTE
Winner of the Carnegie Medal and written by 
internationally bestselling author, Margaret Mahy, The 
Changeover is an unforgettable, supernatural romance.

SYNOPSIS 

‘A clammy hand pressed Laura down on to her knees beside Jacko’s 
bed. It was the hand of terror, nothing less.’

It was a warning. Laura felt it when she looked in the mirror that morning. 
There had been others: the day her father left home, the day she met 
Sorensen – the boy with the strange silver eyes.

But nothing had prepared Laura for the horror of today. And now her 
little brother, Jacko, was fighting for his life after being sucked dry of his 
youth by the sinister Carmody Braque.

Laura knows there is only one way to save Jacko: she must join Sorensen 
and use his supernatural powers to change over if there is to be any 
hope for her little brother.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• ‘A gorgeous, strange, unforgettable story … I more than loved it.’  
 Laini Taylor, author of Daughter of Smoke and Bone

• ‘Original and unforgettable – a seamless combination of  
 supernatural thriller and teenage love story.’ Guardian

• An award-winning, modern classic by a critically acclaimed author  
 – a timeless story that will resonate with readers today
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 352pp

WORD COUNT: 74,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 17

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Danish, French, German, Hebrew, 
Hungarian, Norwegian, Portuguese 
(PT), Turkish, US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Eddison Pearson 

CHERUB 1: THE RECRUIT 
ROBERT MUCHAMORE

KEY NOTE
CHERUB: millions of copies sold in over 25 territories 
worldwide! This bestselling spy series goes from 
strength to strength with kids everywhere. 

SYNOPSIS 
The first title in this hugely popular series. Compelling, fast-paced 
action for kids who wish they could join CHERUB, too! 

A known terrorist doesn’t let strangers into her flat because they 
might be undercover police or intelligence agents, but her children 
bring their mates home and they run all over the place. The terrorist 
doesn’t know that one of these kids has bugged every room in her 
house, made copies of all her computer files and stolen her address 
book. The kid works for CHERUB.

This book introduces James Adams, who hits rock bottom before he’s 
offered a new start at CHERUB, and ends up foiling an eco-terrorism 
attack. Agents are aged between ten and seventeen. They live in the 
real world, slipping under adult radar and getting information that 
sends criminals and terrorists to jail. 

For official purposes, these children do not exist.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Worldwide screen rights for the CHERUB series recently optioned 

by Komixx Entertainment

• Believable action and adventure throughout 

• Graphic novels available

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Robert was inspired to begin writing for teenagers when his nephew 
complained about a lack of good books! When he is not writing he 
loves watching Arsenal football club.  

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 368pp

WORD COUNT: 73,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World excluding USA 
and Canada

RIGHTS SOLD: Danish, French, German, 
Polish, Portuguese (BR), Portuguese 
(PT), Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Eddison Pearson 

ROCK WAR 4: CRASH 
LANDING
ROBERT MUCHAMORE

KEY NOTE
Share the success of our number-one bestselling author: 
over 14 million Robert Muchamore books have been 
sold worldwide. In Rock War, music stardom, action and 
real-life competition collide. 

SYNOPSIS 
The Rock War TV show has come to a dramatic finale, but its 
contestants still have everything to play for. Jay’s about to see what 
fame and fortune are really about for his brother Theo. After a short-
lived solo career, Summer’s got to take her future back into her own 
hands. And Dylan is seeing the world of show business from inside the 
four walls of a prison cell. 

With highs and lows for all three characters, plenty of action and a 
near-fatal plane crash, this is the gripping last episode of the Rock War 
series. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Music and celebrity are enduringly popular themes for teen  
 readers

• Robert Muchamore has won many awards voted for by readers,  
 and his books have sold in 26 territories

• ‘Headbangingly brilliant.’ Independent on Rock War

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Robert spent 13 years working as a private investigator before  
becoming a full-time writer. He is constantly in touch with his fans via 
social media, and also does regular author tours all over the world.   
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 272pp

WORD COUNT: 50,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: US

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Marcus Sedgwick 

SAINT DEATH 
MARCUS SEDGWICK

KEY NOTE
A potent, powerful and timely thriller about migrants, 
drug lords and gang warfare set on the US/Mexican 
border, by award-winning novelist, Marcus Sedgwick.

SYNOPSIS 
Anapra is one of the poorest neighbourhoods in the Mexican city 
of Juarez. Twenty metres outside town lies a fence, and beyond it, 
America – the dangerous goal of many. Faustino is one such trying to 
escape from the gang he’s been working for. He’s dipped into a pile 
of dollars he was supposed to be hiding and now he’s on the run. He 
and his friend Arturo have only a day to replace the missing money, or 
they’re as good as dead. 

Arturo agrees to help Faustino win the money he needs by entering a 
card game. At first, luck seems to be on his side. Arturo wins, amassing 
enough money to pay back Faustino’s debt and more – but then his 
luck changes. Unable to stop playing, Arturo falls into debt – to the 
very same person that Faustino stole his money from.

Arturo approaches everyone he can think of to help him, but no one 
has the kind of money Arturo needs to pay back his and Faustino’s debt. 
With all his options exhausted, Arturo must accept the inevitability of 
death, and look to the coming of Saint Death, the holy patron of rich 
and poor. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A beautifully written and complex thriller that deals with the  
 timely themes of immigration, drug lords and gangs 

• Marcus Sedgwick’s books have been published in 30 
 territories worldwide

• Total Marcus Sedgwick UK sales exceed 750,000 copies 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Marcus Sedgwick is a full-time author. His books have been shortlisted 
for the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Blue Peter Book Award, 
the Costa Book Award, the Carnegie Medal and the Edgar Allan Poe 
Award. 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 352pp

WORD COUNT: 70,000

PRICE: £12.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World English 
Language

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Conville & Walsh

COLOUR ME IN 
LYDIA RUFFLES

KEY NOTE
The Catcher in the Rye meets Lost in Translation in 
this feverish story about trying to outrun yourself. The 
breathtaking second book from the author of The Taste 
of Blue Light.

SYNOPSIS 

Arlo is restless. Having quit his latest acting job, he fills his days 
following people for character inspiration, hanging out with his   
flatmate Luke, and wondering how quickly his fandom will forget 
him. Arlo can sense depression folding in, but he distracts himself by 
working on a disused swimming pool. 

Then Luke goes missing. Arlo finds him in the swimming pool, 
blossom covering his dead body. 

Grief-stricken, Arlo flees to a Neon City where he joins another 
traveller, Mizuki, on her quest to find an image that nobody has 
photographed before. 

Arlo and Mizuki sleep together, but he discovers she’s been taking 
secret photos of him and believes she’s been using him. He flees, 
but then finds out that Mizuki has only sent the photos to his mother, 
to let her know he is safe. 

Arlo searches for Mizuki but gives up, making his way back to his 
childhood town, where he makes a map globe atlas for Mizuki. 

As he releases it into the water, he feels a hand in his. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• An important book about male mental health and what it feels 

like to be a young man during the current ‘crisis of masculinity’

• ‘If Sylvia Plath wrote a novel for young adults [this] would be it’ 
Louise O’Neill on The Taste of Blue Light  

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
After graduating with a degree in theatre and a postgraduate 
diploma in public relations, Lydia Ruffles spent a decade working in 
corporate communications in between travels. She is a graduate of 
the acclaimed Faber Academy and lives in London.
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IMPRINT: Orion Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 234 x 153 mm

EXTENT: 320pp

WORD COUNT: 50,000

PRICE: £7.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World 

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Rogers, Coleridge & White

 

DEAR KATIE
KATIE THISTLETON

KEY NOTE

Real answers to real problems! An agony aunt book full 
of advice on life’s tough stuff, with expert tips from a 
leading doctor and psychotherapist.

SYNOPSIS 

Growing up is hard, but this book makes it a little bit easier. Exploring 
the challenging issues everyone faces as part of growing up, agony 
aunt Katie Thistleton answers questions from real kids and teens: 
from falling out with friends to disagreements with family, trouble at 
school to concerns about mental or physical health, such as eating 
disorders and questions about sexuality. Also including problems 
especially relevant to today, such as social media anxieties and fears 
about terrorism. 

This book covers every topic with thoughtful and emotionally 
sensitive advice that will resonate with readers. With additional 
guidance from Dr Radha Modgil, as well as psychotherapist  
Sally Angel.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Emotional and mental health awareness has never been  

so important

• Covering the concerns faced by age 10+ children throughout  
the world

• Expert backing from a leading doctor and psychotherapist 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
Katie Thistleton is a children’s TV and radio presenter who is 
passionate about raising mental health awareness through her role 
as a celebrity ambassador for the mental health charity Mind. Katie 
trained as a journalist after obtaining a degree in English and Creative 
Writing and has worked for the BBC ever since, initially behind the 
camera, then moving in front of it. She lives in Manchester.

Dr Radha Modgil is a UK-registered doctor and TV/radio presenter. 
Sally Angel is a BACP (British Association for Counselling & 
Psychotherapy) registered psychotherapist.
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Enid Blyton (1897–1968) is one of the bestselling and most 
loved children’s authors of all time. There is an Enid Blyton 
book sold in the UK every minute, and she is the most 
translated children’s author in the world.
Hodder Children’s Books is proud to have published Enid Blyton since 1942, when Five On 
A Treasure Island brought some of the most famous characters in children’s literature to the 
page for the first time. In 2017 we celebrated the 75th anniversary of The Famous Five. This 
series encapsulates what readers love about Enid Blyton: adventure, heroism, friendship – 
and utterly gripping storytelling. 

Blyton was a prolific author and wrote over 600 books. Some of her other bestselling series 
include The Faraway Tree, The Secret Seven, Malory Towers, St Clare’s and Noddy. Beloved 
by generations of readers in the UK, France, Germany, India and many other parts of the 
world, Enid Blyton remains at the heart of every childhood.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 160pp

WORD COUNT: 23,000

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Book 1: July 2018; Book 2: 
February 2019

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 2

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE SECRET SEVEN: 
MYSTERY OF THE SKULL
PAMELA BUTCHART,  
ILLUSTRATED BY TONY ROSS

 
KEY NOTE
A brand-new, action-packed Secret Seven adventure by 
prize-winning author Pamela Butchart – with book 2 to 
follow in 2019. Brilliantly illustrated by Tony Ross. 

SYNOPSIS 
When Peter finds a skull hidden in his bedroom, it’s time for an 
urgent meeting of the Secret Seven. They can’t wait to investigate 
this new mystery and soon the trail leads them to a local hotel. Why 
are all the customers complaining? And why is there a huge hole 
being dug in the grounds? 

Set in the same world and time as the original stories, this fantastic 
new mystery satisfyingly extends the series for fans old and new.  
A second extension story will follow in January 2019.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Pamela Butchart is the award-winning author of The Spy Who  
 Loved School Dinners. Her hugely popular Baby Aliens series  
 has sold over 200,000 copies in the UK

• The Secret Seven is the definitive children’s mystery series that  
 has captured the imagination of generations of readers

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG
As a child, Pamela Butchart was lucky enough to grow up in a house 
full of pets, have a mum and dad who were bonkers, and go to 
The Best Most Awesome Primary School in the World. Now, Pamela 
teaches philosophy to teenagers and spends all day pondering 
questions such as, ‘Is time travel possible?’ and ‘How do I know 
I’m not really a robot?’ Pamela lives in Dundee, Scotland with her 
husband Andy and their two cats.

Tony Ross is one of Britain’s best known illustrators with hundreds 
of picture books to his name, including the bestselling Little Princess 
stories which he both wrote and illustrated. In addition to his work 
on picture books, Tony has created the artwork for some of the UK’s 
biggest children’s fiction brands, including Enid Blyton, Horrid Henry, 
David Walliams, Astrid Lindgren and many more. 
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 144pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 20,000 approx. per title

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Books 1–7: July 2018; books 
8–15: February 2019

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 15

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Catalan, 
Chinese (simplified), French, German,  
Portuguese (PT), Russian, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group 

THE SECRET SEVEN  
SERIES
ENID BLYTON,  
ILLUSTRATED BY TONY ROSS

KEY NOTE
Solve the mystery with the Secret Seven! These timeless 
stories are perfect for young fans of mystery, adventure 
or detective series. Now with stunning refreshed covers, 
illustrated by Tony Ross. 

SYNOPSIS 
The Secret Seven are Peter and his sister Janet, and their friends 
Jack, Barbara, Pam, Colin and George. There’s also Scamper, Peter 
and Janet’s golden spaniel: not an official member of the Seven, 
but a loyal friend to them. Together they solve any mystery, any 
time. Admission to the Seven’s secret meetings is by password only 
and badges must be worn at all times. Peter, as head of the society, 
makes jolly sure that everyone complies with the rules!

While munching rock buns and guzzling homemade lemonade, the 
Seven puzzle over peculiar goings-on in their local community, and 
resolve to put things right. The thrilling Secret Seven books have 
inspired generations of children to form secret clubs of their own.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The Secret Seven books are the perfect entry point to Enid   
 Blyton’s world of mystery and adventures for readers aged 7+

• Featuring playful cover and inside illustrations by Tony Ross,   
 best known for illustrating Horrid Henry and David Walliams’s  
 novels

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 80pp

WORD COUNT: 2,500 approx. per title

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Gaelic, Norwegian, 
Welsh

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE SECRET SEVEN 
COLOUR SHORT 
STORIES
ENID BLYTON,  
ILLUSTRATED BY TONY ROSS

KEY NOTE
Introducing younger readers to the Secret Seven with 
six short stories, with colour illustrations by Tony Ross 
throughout! 

SYNOPSIS 
The Secret Seven are Peter, his sister Janet, and their friends Jack, 
Colin, George, Pam and Barbara. There’s also Scamper, Peter and 
Janet’s golden spaniel – a great friend to the Seven. Together they 
solve mysteries in their local community. 

These stories were originally published in magazines and annuals 
in the 1940s and 1950s and are now available as individual books. 
With playful illustrations by Tony Ross, these stories are gorgeously 
collectible and perfect for shared reading. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• Ideal for newly confident readers or for reading aloud

• Stunning, full-colour illustrations perfectly complement these 
shorter formats, targeted at children of 6 and up

• Enid Blyton has global sales of over 500 million books,  
making her one of the bestselling children’s authors ever
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp

WORD COUNT: 20,000

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: July 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE SECRET SEVEN 
BRAIN GAMES
ENID BLYTON, ILLUSTRATED BY 
TONY ROSS

KEY NOTE
Solve every puzzle, just like the Secret Seven, in this 
fantastic book of mind-bending brain-teasers for readers 
aged 7 and up, brilliantly illustrated by Tony Ross. 

SYNOPSIS 
Bursting with fiendish codes, puzzles, sudoku, crosswords, 
wordsearches, I-spy games and more, this fun activity book is 
inspired by the mystery-solving kids in the Secret Seven stories. With 
black-and-white illustrations by Tony Ross, this is the perfect book 
for young fans of the Secret Seven – and for any child who loves 
solving puzzles. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• With over 70 puzzles included this brilliant activity book will 
provide hours of entertainment

• An ideal holiday purchase that will keep kids busy on long 
journeys

• Featuring a combination of illustrated puzzles as well as sudoku, 
wordsearch and crosswords, this book invites children to have fun 
with their favourite characters while learning at the same time

• Answers provided at the back of the book 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 41,500 approx. per title

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 21

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Catalan, 
Chinese (simplified), Finnish, 
French, Georgian, German, Greek, 
Indonesian, Italian, Latvian, Nepali, 
Norwegian, Portuguese (BR), 
Portuguese (PT), Russian, Serbian, 
Slovak, Thai, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FAMOUS FIVE 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
Enid Blyton’s hugely popular, bestselling adventure 
series about friendship, heroism and the great outdoors! 
All titles available in two stunning cover looks.

SYNOPSIS 
Meet siblings Julian, Dick and Anne, their cousin George and her 
dog Timmy. Together, they are the Famous Five. They like nothing 
better than to spend their holidays outside hiking, cycling, camping, 
having picnics and exploring by themselves. Wherever they go, they 
stumble on adventure, stopping thieves, smugglers or kidnappers, 
solving plots or searching for buried treasure. The courage and 
determination of the Famous Five always wins the day.  

In 2017 we marked the 75th anniversary of Enid Blyton’s bestselling 
series with two beautiful new editions of all 21 books. Laura Ellen 
Anderson’s lively contemporary covers will delight young readers 
while the classic livery, featuring Eileen Soper’s iconic original cover 
art, has been refreshed. With their reassuring and straightforward 
approach to the perennial themes of friendship, teamwork and nature, 
the Famous Five stories are the perfect antidote to the pressures faced 
by children today. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
 
• The Famous Five is Blyton’s most popular series, accounting for  
 half of all Blyton sales in the UK 

• The series is being adapted into a live-action film by UK   
 production company Working Title

• Books in the classic livery feature Eileen Soper’s charming black- 
 and-white illustrations throughout

• Fantastic new cover art by Laura Ellen Anderson will draw young  
 readers into these timeless classics
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 245 x 210 mm

EXTENT: 224pp

WORD COUNT: 62,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £19.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette  
Children’s Group

THE FAMOUS FIVE 
TREASURY
ENID BLYTON,  
ILLUSTRATED BY LAURA ELLEN 
ANDERSON

KEY NOTE
A stunning treasury packed with exciting extracts, short 
stories and Famous Five themed activities. Illustrated in 
colour by Laura Ellen Anderson, this is a must-have for 
any Enid Blyton fan.

SYNOPSIS 
Fans will rediscover their favourite moments from Blyton’s best-loved 
adventure series with this beautiful anthology featuring extracts, short 
stories, character profiles and themed activities. Meet all the friendly 
pets the Famous Five have encountered, join the group on their travels 
and share their delicious feasts – this is the perfect gift for fans and to 
introduce new readers to Julian, Dick, Anne, George and Timmy.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• The Famous Five is Enid Blyton’s most popular series, accounting  
 for half of all Blyton sales in the UK

• The perfect gift both for longstanding fans and to introduce new  
 readers to the thrilling adventures of The Famous Five

• Laura Ellen Anderson is the acclaimed illustrator of Terry   
 Pratchett’s Tiffany Aching books and the phenomenally popular  
 Witch Wars series

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Laura Ellen Anderson was born in Essex and studied illustration at 
University College Falmouth. Since graduating she has worked on a 
number of hugely successful fiction titles, including My Brother is a 
Superhero and Witch Wars, as well as high-profile brands such as 
Enid Blyton’s The Famous Five and Terry Pratchett’s Tiffany Aching 
series. In 2017 Laura launched the Amelia Fang series, which she 
both writes and illustrates.     

 

  

  

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 80pp

WORD COUNT: 2,500 approx. per title

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 8

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Albanian, Castilian, 
Catalan, French, Gaelic, Norwegian, 
Portuguese (BR), Portuguese (PT), 
Turkish, Welsh

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FAMOUS FIVE 
COLOUR SHORT 
STORIES
ENID BLYTON,  
ILLUSTRATED BY JAMIE LITTLER

KEY NOTE
Eight page-turning short stories about Enid Blyton’s 
best-loved characters are brought to life with vibrant, 
full-colour illustrations by Jamie Littler. 

SYNOPSIS 
In addition to the full-length Famous Five novels, Enid Blyton 
wrote eight short stories based on the characters, which were first 
published in magazines and are now available as stunning individual 
books. Brought to life by Jamie Littler’s vibrant, colour illustrations, 
these short, accessible stories are ideal for newly confident readers. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• A perfect introduction to the series for new readers

• Playful, full-colour illustrations by Jamie Littler perfectly   
 complement these short stories, targeted at children of 6 and up

• And look out for a brand-new Famous Five colour short story,  
 coming soon

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Jamie Littler graduated from the Arts Institute at Bournemouth in 2008 
and won a High Commendation Award at the Macmillan Children’s 
Book Awards the same year. Since then, he has illustrated a number 
of high-profile and bestselling children’s titles including The Famous 
Five colour short stories, Hamish and the World Stoppers and Wilf 
the Mighty Worrier, to name just a few. Jamie is currently working on 
his debut middle-grade series as an author–illustrator.
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 254 x 254 mm

EXTENT: 64pp

WORD COUNT: 500

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FAMOUS FIVE 
CLASSIC COLOURING 
BOOK
ENID BLYTON 

KEY NOTE
A beautifully designed colouring book with illustrations 
based on the iconic original artwork by Eileen Soper.

SYNOPSIS 
This gorgeous colouring book contains images based on the original 
artwork from all twenty-one Famous Five stories. It also includes 
intricate patterns inspired by the series and quotes from these timeless 
classics. The perfect gift for fans of The Famous Five and for anyone, 
of any age, who loves colouring in. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• An ideal nostalgic gift for fans of the series

• Perfect for lovers of adult colouring books, as well as for kids 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 246 x 189 mm

EXTENT: 144pp

WORD COUNT: 35,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £14.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

JOLLY GOOD FOOD
ENID BLYTON, ALLEGRA MCEVEDY
ILLUSTRATED BY MARK BEECH

KEY NOTE
A brand-new cookery book containing over forty recipes 
inspired by the delicious food devoured in Enid Blyton’s 
stories, from mouth-watering google buns to tasty 
treacle tarts!

SYNOPSIS 
Enjoy picnics with the Famous Five, midnight feasts with the girls of 
Malory Towers and tea parties with the folk of the Faraway Tree in this 
practical and accessible cookbook, inspired by Enid Blyton’s stories! 
Packed full of lip-smacking recipes, entertaining artwork and fabulous 
food photography, Jolly Good Food introduces cooking to children  
in an easy, fun way. Each section is introduced with an extract from 
a story.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Practical cookery with lashings of Enid Blyton’s charm, this is the 

perfect way for parents and children to share the pleasure of 
making and eating food

• With over 40 recipes divided into 6 key categories, this is the 
definitive foodies’ guide to Enid Blyton, long awaited by fans

• A truly gorgeous gifting package – with a combination of full-
colour photography and hand-drawn artwork throughout

• Recipes by Allegra McEvedy – Junior Bake Off judge, top chef and 
co-founder of healthy fast-food chain LEON

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Mark Beech is an illustrator of children’s books whose pen and ink 
work, using Photoshop too, is noted for its humour and spontaneity. 
His covers for The Magic Faraway Tree series, The Wishing Chair 
series and Enid Blyton’s short story collections such as Summer 
Holiday Stories have proven particularly popular. 

 



101

EN
ID BLYTO

N

100

EN
ID BLYTO

N 

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 269 x 214 mm

EXTENT: 368pp

WORD COUNT: approx. 55,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £25.00

PUB DATE: November 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

TREASURY OF  
BEDTIME STORIES
ENID BLYTON, ILLUSTRATED BY 
BECKY CAMERON

KEY NOTE
A stunning treasury of favourite bedtime stories, lavishly 
packaged, and illustrated in full colour throughout. This 
hardback edition is a special gift to treasure for ever. 

SYNOPSIS 
Both a gorgeous gift for fans of Enid Blyton and a striking introduction 
to her work for new readers, this glorious hardback contains over 
300 pages of beautifully illustrated short stories, perfect to read 
and share at bedtime. The adorable artwork is by Becky Cameron, 
whose debut picture book, Wishing for a Dragon, publishes in 
March 2018. Each short story stands alone and takes the reader on 
a brand-new adventure. The stories originally appeared in magazines 
and anthologies published between 1920 and 1960 and some are 
collected here in book form for the first time! 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• With a striking and standout package, this is an unmissable gift for 

fans of Enid Blyton

• Charming illustrations by Becky Cameron breathe new life into 
these classic tales

• In addition to her exciting debut picture book as an author–
illustrator, Wishing for a Dragon, Becky has illustrated a new 
Paddington Bear book: Paddington and the Christmas Visitor

• Ideal for confident readers to enjoy alone, or for reading together 
at bedtime

• Children will love to lie in bed and be transported to fantasy lands 
with magical creatures. The perfect bedtime book! 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Becky Cameron is a British author and illustrator from Sheffield. 
She has a first class degree in Graphic Design and Illustration as 
well as an MA in Children’s Book Illustration from the prestigious 
Cambridge School of Art. In 2017 Becky was chosen to illustrate a 
new Paddington Bear book: Paddington and the Christmas Visitor. 
Her debut picture book as an author–illustrator, Wishing for a 
Dragon, will be published by Hodder in 2018.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 245 x 210 mm

EXTENT: 304pp

WORD COUNT: 55,000 

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £19.99

PUB DATE: October 2018

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

FAVOURITE STORIES 
TREASURY
ENID BLYTON, ILLUSTRATED BY 
MARK BEECH

KEY NOTE
An irresistible gift book of fabulous stories by Enid 
Blyton, chosen and introduced by her famous fans 
including Jacqueline Wilson and Michael Morpurgo. 

SYNOPSIS 
This fabulous treasury contains 15 excerpts from Enid Blyton’s much-
loved series including The Magic Faraway Tree, The Famous Five and 
Malory Towers, among others. Each selection is chosen and introduced 
by one of the many famous people who count Enid Blyton among 
their favourite childhood authors. Discover how Jacqueline Wilson, 
creator of Tracy Beaker and Hetty Feather, was inspired by Enid Blyton 
to become a writer, why Holly Smale (Geek Girl) fell under the spell of 
the Enchanted Wood and how Michael Morpurgo was thrilled by the 
adventures of the Famous Five.

This exquisite book is illustrated in full-colour throughout and is ideal 
for sharing or for reading alone, so children can share in the magic, 
adventure and freedom of Enid Blyton’s world. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Contains favourite extracts from Enid Blyton’s best-loved series 

• Contributors are: Jacqueline Wilson, Michael Morpurgo, Robin 
Stevens, Andy Griffiths, Danny Baker, Holly Smale, Pamela 
Butchart, Gemma Cairney, Lucy Mangan, Laura Mvula, Nicola 
Sturgeon, Levison Wood, Allegra McEvedy, Katie Thistleton,  
Mel Giedroyc

• Featuring fresh, fun colour illustrations by Mark Beech, this 
magnificent hardback is the ideal Christmas gift for Blyton fans of 
all ages 
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 208pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 38,000 approx. per title

AGE: 8+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 15

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Chinese 
(simplified), Czech, Finnish, French, 
Hebrew, Portuguese (PT), Sinhalese, 
Swedish, Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FIND-OUTERS 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
Meet the Find-Outers – always on the case! A smart and 
funny mystery series about a group of child detectives – 
the perfect follow-on from The Secret Seven. 

SYNOPSIS 

Fatty, Larry, Daisy, Pip and Bets are the Find-Outers. With help 
from Buster the dog, the children sniff out a never-ending array of 
intriguing cases in their village. Local policeman Mr Goon may try to 
stop them, but the Find-Outers won’t be put off the scent. They’re 
always determined to solve the latest mystery before Mr Goon 
does – and it won’t surprise readers when these enterprising young 
detectives do just that!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• This 15-book mystery series is the perfect stepping-stone from  
 the shorter Secret Seven mysteries to the longer Famous Five  
 adventure stories

• Enid Blyton has global sales of over 500 million books, making  
 her one of the bestselling children’s authors ever

• With capable child characters using logic to solve crimes, The   
 Find-Outers bears the hallmarks of Blyton’s later hit series: The  
 Famous Five and The Secret Seven

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 224pp approx. per title 

WORD COUNT: 40,000 approx. per title

AGE: 8+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Dutch, French, Malay, 
Portuguese (BR), Portuguese (PT), 
Turkish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE SECRET STORIES 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
Adventure series about four runaway children who 
escape to a mysterious, deserted island, where a thrilling 
escapade is about to begin … 

SYNOPSIS 
Siblings Peggy, Mike and Nora live with their unkind aunt and uncle. 
Jack lives on a farm nearby, and is equally unhappy. When Jack finds 
a secret, deserted island the four run away to live there. The children 
make a home on the island, building a house from willow trees, and 
Jack teaches them how to hunt, fish and farm. 

When visitors arrive on the island for a picnic the children are 
worried they’ll be discovered, but their new-found skills keep them 
safely hidden until a very happy discovery is made … 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Pure adventure stories that champion children’s independence, 

packed with exciting escapades and imaginative survival detail

• The Secret Island was Enid Blyton’s first full-length adventure 
novel

• Bonus material at the end of each book includes nature notes and 
reproductions of original illustrations
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 52,000 approx. per title

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 9

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, French, 
German, Hebrew, Indonesian, 
Portuguese (PT)

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

ST CLARE’S SERIES
ENID BLYTON (BOOKS 1–6)
PAMELA COX (BOOKS 7–9)

KEY NOTE
Get ready for double trouble at St Clare’s with Enid 
Blyton’s much-loved boarding school series, starring the 
cheeky O’Sullivan twins.

SYNOPSIS 
Twins Pat and Isabel are sent to St Clare’s, but they are not happy 
about going. The twins refuse to do chores and join in. They’d rather 
spend their time playing pranks and causing double trouble! But 
soon the twins realise there’s more fun to be had when it’s shared 
with their classmates, and resolve to make the most of their time  
at school. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Packed with warmth, humour and friendship, these timeless 

stories are perfect for middle-grade girl readers

• Cover art by bestselling illustrator David Roberts, of the Dirty 
Bertie and Iggy Peck, Architect series

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 192pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 46,000 approx. per title

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 12

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Chinese 
(simplified), French, German, 
Indonesian, Portuguese (PT)

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

MALORY TOWERS 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON (BOOKS 1–6)
PAMELA COX (BOOKS 7–12)

KEY NOTE
Enid Blyton’s most popular school series celebrates 
everything that makes boarding school special – 
friendship, learning, sport, drama and mischief. 

SYNOPSIS 

When Darrell Rivers is a new girl at Malory Towers she’s desperate to 
settle in quickly. Soon Darrell has not only made wonderful friends 
but also some tricky enemies! Friendship, drama and mischief 
abound as feisty Darrell learns to show her best nature. Follow the 
very special sisterhood of this group of loveable girls at the boarding 
school by the sea, over six original books written by Enid Blyton, and 
six additional titles written by Pamela Cox. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Malory Towers is a perennial favourite in the UK and Enid Blyton’s 

most popular school series. 

• With midnight feasts and feuds aplenty, Malory Towers is the 
definitive boarding school series, perfect for middle-grade girl 
readers

• Will appeal to fans of Robin Stevens’s hugely popular 1930s-set 
boarding school series Murder Most Unladylike
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IMPRINT: EBE

FORMAT: PB 

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm 

EXTENT: 144–224pp

WORD COUNT: approx. 12,000–40,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 4 

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Catalan, 
Chinese (simplified), French, 
Georgian, Korean, Portuguese (PT), 
Romanian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FARAWAY TREE 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON, ILLUSTRATED BY 
MARK BEECH AND JAN MCCAFFERTY

KEY NOTE
Enid Blyton’s second biggest-selling series is a perennial 
favourite with a cast of unforgettable characters adored 
by generations of children. 

SYNOPSIS 
First published in the 1930s, the Faraway Tree series follows Joe, 
Beth and Frannie, who find themselves in an enchanted wood where 
trees whisper their secrets and magic is everywhere. 

In the middle of the wood grows the most wonderful tree in the 
world – the Faraway Tree. Cosy houses set in its vast trunk are 
inhabited by the fairy-folk and its topmost branches lead to ever-
changing magical lands above the swirling clouds.

Together with their new friends, the children have the most 
marvellous adventures in the lands that come and go at the top of 
the tree –  the Land of Ice and Snow, the Land of the Three Bears, 
the Land of Goodies and everyone’s favourite – the Land of Take-
What-You-Want!

Books 1–3 are full-length novels. Up the Faraway Tree contains eight 
original Faraway Tree stories in picture-strip format and four short 
stories first published in magazines. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• The series will be adapted into a live-action film by director Sam  
 Mendes’s production company Neal Street Productions

• Ideal for confident readers to enjoy alone or for reading aloud

• With fresh, contemporary covers by Mark Beech and charming  
 inside illustrations by Jan McCafferty, these books are wonderful  
 for reading at bedtime
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KEY NOTE
Enid Blyton’s hilarious, bestselling school series about 
the naughtiest student ever!

SYNOPSIS 
Elizabeth Allen is sent away to boarding school and makes up her 
mind to be the naughtiest pupil there’s ever been . . . but Elizabeth 
soon finds out that being bad isn’t as simple as it seems – especially 
when school turns out to be such good fun.

Also available: The Diary of the Naughtiest Girl, a laugh-out-loud, 
contemporary retelling of the Naughtiest Girl’s story in diary format by 
Jeanne Willis, illustrated by Alex T. Smith, creator of Claude.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
•    Blyton’s irreverent stories are brought to life throughout by   
     Kate Hindley’s brilliantly funny illustrations 

• Uniquely for Enid Blyton, a school series starring girls and boys  
 – with appeal for both 

• Celebrating the values of independence, empowerment and   
 equality, the hilarious stories are as relevant to children today  
 as ever

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Anne Digby is best known for her hugely popular Trebizon school 
series, which follows the lives of a group of friends at an English 
boarding school. She is also the author of the Me, Jill Robinson! 
series and several film tie-in novels. Anne lives in West Sussex.

Kate Hindley is based in Birmingham, UK. She worked as a print 
designer before she got her first book deal illustrating The Great 
Snortle Hunt by Claire Freedman in 2011. Since then she has worked 
on a number of picture book and fiction titles, most recently The Girl 
with the Lost Smile by Miranda Hart.

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 224pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 26,000 approx. per title

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 10

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), French, 
German, Indonesian, Portuguese (PT), 
Sinhalese. The Diary of the Naughtiest Girl: 
Gaelic

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV:  
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE NAUGHTIEST GIRL 
SERIES  
ENID BLYTON (BOOKS 1–4)
ANNE DIGBY (BOOKS 5–10)
ILLUSTRATED BY KATE HINDLEY
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IMPRINT: EBE

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 112pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 2,000 approx. per title

AGE: 5+

PRICE: £5.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 10

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Indonesian, Welsh

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE FARAWAY TREE 
COLOUR SHORT 
STORIES
ENID BLYTON,
ILLUSTRATED BY ALEX PATERSON

KEY NOTE
Classic stories from Enid Blyton’s magical Faraway Tree 
series, published separately and illustrated throughout 
in vibrant full colour – perfect for young readers.

SYNOPSIS 

The Faraway Tree series follows Joe, Beth and Frannie who find 
themselves in the Enchanted Wood where trees whisper their secrets 
and magic is everywhere. 

These stories are published as individual full-colour titles for young 
readers. Each of the titles contains one story, with full-colour 
illustrations by Alex Paterson. These are the perfect introductions to 
the magical lands above the Faraway Tree.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• These stories are the ideal stepping stone from picture books to  
 early readers 

• ‘The Magic Faraway Tree is one of the most loved children’s  
 books series from an iconic author whose work has been   
 adored by generations. To be able to adapt these for the   
 big screen is incredibly exciting.’ Sam Mendes

• Playful, full-colour illustrations perfectly complement these   
 shorter formats, targeted at children of 5 and up 

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BIOG

Alex Paterson was a soldier and a jungle expedition leader before 
becoming a full-time children’s illustrator. He works in digital as well 
as an in pen and inks. He lives in rural Warwickshire with his family.
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IMPRINT: EBE

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 144–192pp

WORD COUNT: approx. 38,000–56,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
Russian, Ukrainian

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

THE WISHING-CHAIR 
SERIES
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
Set off on a magical adventure with Enid Blyton’s 
classic fantasy series about a chair that can fly and 
grant wishes. Now with stunning new covers illustrated 
by Mark Beech. 

SYNOPSIS 

When Mollie and Peter go to buy their mother a birthday present, 
they discover the most extraordinary thing: a magical wishing-chair! 
The Wishing-Chair takes them on some marvellous adventures – to 
a castle where they narrowly escape from a giant and rescue a pixie, 
to the Land of Dreams, and to a disappearing island!

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• With beautiful classic inside illustrations, these stories are 
  wonderful for reading at bedtime with children aged 6 and up

• The perfect follow-on from the Faraway Tree series – some   
 of the lands in those stories also feature in these Wishing-Chair  
 adventures 

• The first book is also available in a hardback gift edition with   
 cover artwork by Mark Beech
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 336–368pp

WORD COUNT: 47,000 approx. per title

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Springtime Stories: March 
2018; Stories of Magic and Mischief: 
September 2018

NUMBER OF COLLECTIONS: 11

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

SEASONAL STORY 
COLLECTIONS: 
SPRINGTIME STORIES / 
STORIES OF MAGIC AND 
MISCHIEF 
ENID BLYTON, 
ILLUSTRATED BY MARK BEECH

KEY NOTE

Two new seasonal short story collections to expand this 
hugely popular range! 

SYNOPSIS 
Set off on a springtime adventure with Springtime Stories and get 
ready for more spellbinding tales in Stories of Magic and Mischief. 
Each collection contains 30 classic stories. These new collections 
contain more enchanting short stories from Britain’s most beloved 
children’s author, perfect for newly confident readers and younger 
children being read to. From the tale of a boy who saves a lamb 
in trouble, to the fairies hidden in Easter eggs, this new collection 
celebrates the magic and excitement of spring. In Stories of Magic and 
Mischief, witches, pixies and enchantment abound. 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS

• These stories are the perfect stepping stone from beginner reader  
 books to longer fiction, targeted at children of 6 and up

• With these new titles we are expanding our seasonal offering so  
 that fans of Enid Blyton can enjoy her classic stories all year round
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 336–368pp

WORD COUNT: 47,000 approx. per title

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £6.99

PUB DATE: Summertime Stories: June 
2018 / Winter Stories: October 2018

NUMBER OF COLLECTIONS: 11

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

SEASONAL STORY 
COLLECTIONS: 
SUMMERTIME STORIES / 
WINTER STORIES 
ENID BLYTON, 
ILLUSTRATED BY MARK BEECH

KEY NOTE
Discover adventure, fun and magic on holiday with two 
brand-new bumper short story collections for summer 
and winter, each containing 30 classic tales. 

SYNOPSIS 
From trips to the seaside to snowball fights, these new seasonal story 
collections are packed with more excitement and fun. With lots of 
humour and memorable characters, the stories are perfect for both 
newly confident readers and younger children being read to. Each 
short story stands alone and takes the reader on a new adventure. The 
stories originally appeared in magazines and anthologies published 
between 1920 and 1960 and some are collected here in book form 
for the first time! 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Previous collections in this range have been hugely popular,   
 with sales of over 140,000 copies in the UK across the first  
 four titles

• The fresh and contemporary cover illustrations by Mark Beech  
 and foil finishes make these books the perfect seasonal gifts

• Bringing more of Enid Blyton’s classic short stories back into print,  
 some of which have not been available since first publication in  
 the mid-twentieth century  
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 560pp

WORD COUNT: 95,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £8.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese (simplified), 
French, German, Portuguese (PT)

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

BRER RABBIT STORIES 
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
It’s wits against brawn in this selection of over eighty 
Brer Rabbit stories.

SYNOPSIS 
Brer Rabbit is as clever as can be. He loves to play jokes and tricks on 
his animal friends, but every now and then they get him back! This 
collection contains stories from the books Enid Blyton’s Brer Rabbit 
Book (1948), Brer Rabbit Again (1963) and Brer Rabbit’s a Rascal! 
(1965), with black-and-white illustrations.  

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• In these Brer Rabbit stories, readers can enjoy all the wit and   
 wisdom of these favourite folklore tales in a perfect form for   
 young readers

• Enid Blyton has global sales of over 500 million books, making  
 her one of the bestselling children’s authors ever
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 608pp

WORD COUNT: 95,000

AGE: 6+

PRICE: £8.99

PUB DATE: Published

NUMBER OF TITLES IN SERIES: 3

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Castilian, Dutch, French, 
German, Portuguese (PT), Swedish

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Hachette Children’s Group

MR GALLIANO’S CIRCUS
ENID BLYTON

KEY NOTE
All the fun of the circus comes to town in this series of 
three books about the magical Mr Galliano – available 
in one volume or as individuals.

SYNOPSIS 
Jimmy Brown is so excited when Mr Galliano’s famous travelling 
circus comes to town. Jimmy loves animals and they trust him. 
Jimmy is thrilled to make friends with Lotta, a girl from the circus, 
and is soon spending all his time with the elephants and monkeys, 
the riders and acrobats – and the magical circus owner himself. If 
only, Jimmy wishes, he could be part of the circus for ever …

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Ideal for confident readers to enjoy alone, or to read aloud with  
 adults

IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: PB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 544pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 142,000 approx. per title

AGE: 7+

PRICE: £8.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group

 

MORE STORY 
COLLECTIONS FROM 
ENID BLYTON
KEY NOTE
Three magical story collections to read and share by one 
of the world’s best-loved children’s authors, Enid Blyton.

SYNOPSIS 
THE CHERRY TREE FARM STORY COLLECTION

Benjy, Penny, Rory and Sheila are spending the holidays with their 
aunt and uncle at Cherry Tree Farm. They play with the animals and 
learn to feed them, roam the countryside and befriend the mysterious 
Tammylan, who lives in the woods and is loved by all living creatures. 
Everywhere is teeming with adventure and the children are bound 
to get into mischief! This collections brings together some of Enid 
Blyton’s most charming stories – The Children of Cherry Tree Farm 
(1940) and two further stories about the same children, The Children 
of Willow Farm (1942) and More Adventures at Willow Farm (1943).

FIREWORKS IN FAIRYLAND STORY COLLECTION

This collection of over fifty stories brings together three of Enid 
Blyton’s earliest and most imaginative story collections – The Book of 
Fairies (1924), The Book of Brownies (1926) and The Book of Pixies 
(1989) – and shows Blyton at her most playful.

THE WIZARD’S UMBRELLA STORY COLLECTION

Ribby the Gnome has a very bad habit: he always borrows things and 
never brings them back! But when he takes a wizard’s umbrella and 
doesn’t return it, he’s in for a horrible surprise. The umbrella is magic, 
and it is very angry! 

This collection was previously published by Egmont as The Chimney 
Corner Collection (1947) and contains over fifty stories.

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• Ideal for confident readers to enjoy alone, or to read aloud with  
 adults
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IMPRINT: Hodder Children’s Books

FORMAT: HB

SIZE: 198 x 130 mm

EXTENT: 128pp approx. per title

WORD COUNT: 20,000 approx. per title

AGE: 9+

PRICE: £12.99

PUB DATE: Published

RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World

LICENSING/MERCHANDISING/FILM/TV: 
Enid Blyton Entertainment/Hachette 
Children’s Group 

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 
AND OTHER STORIES / 
NOAH’S ARK AND OTHER 
STORIES / THE LAND OF 
FAR BEYOND
ENID BLYTON, 
ILLUSTRATED BY SAM LOMAN

KEY NOTE 
Enid Blyton’s retellings of popular religious stories are 
available in three stunning gift editions, featuring cloth 
covers and charming black-and-white illustrations by 
Sam Loman throughout.

SYNOPSIS 

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS AND OTHER STORIES 

First published in magazines and anthologies from the 1940s and 
1960s, Enid Blyton’s New Testament stories are retold with clarity and 
empathy. This collection of sixteen best-known stories includes The 
First Christmas, The Loaves and the Fishes and The Story of Easter.

NOAH’S ARK AND OTHER STORIES 

Fifteen retellings of stories from the Old Testament are brought 
together in this exquisite gift edition, including Noah’s Ark, Moses and 
the Burning Bush and Daniel in the Lion’s Den. Blyton’s Old Testament 
stories were first published in the mid-twentieth century.

THE LAND OF FAR BEYOND 

Blyton’s retelling of John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress for children 
– a classic adventure of good versus evil. Peter, Anna and Patience 
live in the City of Turmoil, a noisy, dirty place where children can do 
whatever they like. It’s all fun and games until they discover the heavy 
burdens they carry in their hearts from behaving so badly. The only 
way they can get rid of their burdens is by travelling to the Land of Far 
Beyond, a distant land that is found by taking a long, difficult path full 
of people who tempt them to lose their way … 

KEY SALES POINTS AND REVIEWS
• With stunning black-and-white line drawings by Sam Loman,   
 illustrator of the bestselling Art Therapy Colouring Books

• Available as beautiful clothbound hardbacks, these books are   
 ideal christening gifts114
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